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PREFACE.

PR —

NEARLY all that it was necessary for me to say by way of intro-
duction, I have written in the first chapter. Only here, on the
threshold, should be pointed out the system on which the Indian
names and other words have been spelt. I have followed that
which has variously been called—after those who have either
elaborated or applied it—the Jonesian, Forbesian, or Hunterian
system, but which now, from the increasing use of it and from its
adoption by some of the departments of the Government of
India, fairly merits to be called the Indian system of applying
the Roman alphabet. In this the ten vowel sounds which occur
in the languages of northern India are represented by the five
vowels of our alphabet, by an accentuation (to denote elongation)
of three of them, and by two diphthongs. The following table
will make clear to anyone who speaks English the exact native
Indian pronunciation of these vowels. In the middle column is
an English word whose vowel-sound corresponds with that of the
character to the left of it, while the third column shows the same
word as it would be spelt on the Indian system, to retain its

original sound.
: English word to Indian spelling of the

Indian vowel. . ;::;D“I;l}df‘!u‘:; %ﬁ ril:}?r.;l:?
a bun ban
a palm pam
i bin bin
i been bin
u pull pul
i pool pal
e day de
o bowl bol
ai fine fain
au fowl faul

For the elongation of the vowels a, ¢ and « I have used the
long mark ~; others who follow this system use the acute
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accent /, and others the circumflex accent  ; in any case the same
effect on the sound is intended.

The power given to the consonants varies little from that
which they have in English; only one or two remarks are neces-
sary. There are two kinds of ¢, of d, and of 7, one dental, made
by the tongue against the teeth, one cerebral, made by the tongue
against the back part of the palate; these I have not distin-
guished except in Appendices I, II., IIL, the special object of
which required the distinction.® In these places the cerebral ¢, d,
and r are marked by the letters being put in a type different from
that of the rest of the word. Also the nasal » (as in the French
on) is distinguished by a dot above it thus #n. The letter ¢ is
not used except in the combination ch, which has the power of
ch in church. Sh is pronounced as in English. @ is always hard
as in go, J is to be pronounced as it is in the English word jam.
@ stands for a more deeply guttural k. An apostrophe ’ stands
for the Arabic letter "ain; in pronouncing Indian words it may be
neglected with little harm, since the natives of India make little
or no difference for it.

I have. endeavoured to carry out this system consistently
except in a very few cases. Of these exceptions an instance is to
be found in the title of the book, where the name ¢ Jummoo’ must
be pronounced in English fashion, and I have adhered to the same
spelling of that place all through the text and in the maps. My
reason for making this exception was that the name would neces-
sarily be read before this preface, and yet without a previous
explanation there was no likelihood of the reader getting any-
where near the right pronunciation if it had been spelt on the
Indian system. Had I systematically transliterated the name as
it is found in the two characters Devanagari and Persian, it would
be respectively Janbii and Jamin, with the nasal #n. Either of
these forms would have been such a stumbling block at the
beginning that I thought it best in this case to be inconsistent.
Again, ¢ Kashmir’ I have all through spelt without the long mark
which, by the rule, it should have over the ¢. - This spelling has

* In the Index also, the native words have these letters so distinguished.
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become common in England, and since it is so little different from

the systematic form, it seemed unnecessary to disturb it ; and this

applies to a few other words, such as ¢ Raja,” which should have a

long mark over the first a. It may also be mentioned that

‘ Himalaya’ (which I have everywhere spelt thus) should, to-
denote its right pronunciation, also have a long mark over the

first a.

One difficulty I have had with reference to some of the names
on the maps. The names of those places (not indeed many) with
the pronunciation of which I am not familiar, have been taken
from various maps, chiefly from those of the Great Trigono-
metrical Survey. Now this Survey in constructing the Kashmir
series spelt the names according to no system at all ; the same
vowel will, sometimes in the same name even, have two different
powers. While trying, then, to reduce these to the Indian system,
I have in some cases been uncertain what sound was intended by
the word as I found it on the maps; hence some errors may have
crept in.

I wish heré to call attention to Appendix VII., which contains
tables of the Census and the Trade of the Territories. The
Census was taken after I left Kashmir, and the information
reached me too late for incorporation in the text. My estimate
of the population of Jummoo given in p. 63, must be corrected
by reference to the Table.

In conclusion, I wish to offer my acknowledgments to Mr.
Frith for the permission to reproduce some of his beautiful
photographs.

F. D.

28, JEBMYN BrREET, LONDON,
June, 1875.
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THE

JUMMOO AND KASHMIR TERRITORIES.

CHAPTER 1.
INTRODUCTION.

THE aim I had before me in writing this book was the represen-
tation of those geographical facts concerning a country I for many
years lived in, which had made such an impression on my mind,
or which had been so noted down by me, that there was hope of
my passing them on to others in such a way as to make on their
minds a clear and distinct image.

The account is limited almost entirely to the description of
what I have not only seen, but well remembered. By this I
hold myself exempted from giving other reasons why certain
places or certain subjects have been dealt with less fully than
their importance might seem to require. For though in the
course of ten years I visited almost every portion of the tract
of country named in the title-page, and in some parts resided
long, yet other parts I may have seen but a few times, and others
still have passed through but once. And there was equal variety
in the extent to which I noted down what I saw, this being some-
times least where I stayed longest. Now since, without having
made definite notes on the spot, I have seldom veutured on descrip-
tion, this circumstance in itself will account for much inequality in
the treatment of the parts of my subject. But, for all this, I have
hopes that there will be found a connection between the portions
of the book sufficient to constitute a thread by which the reader

B
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may find his way through what is the really complicated geography
of a tract which is large in extent and varied in character.

There is no large part of this country that is a]together
unknown to the Western world. There is hardly any place we
shall reach that has not been visited, and few places that have
not been measured, by Englishmen who -have preceded me.
Many of the previous travellers, too, have given to the public the
results of their observations. If I were writing a compilation
from their books and memoirs, or if I were attempting to conso-
lidate their information with my own, this would be the place to
enumerate their various works. But as I propose rather to givea -
simple version of what I myself observed, whether it be the same
as, or whether it be different from, what has before been told, I
shall only refer to other writers where I have been distinctly
indebted to them, or where it may be necessary to comment on
their facts or their conclusions.

I have confined myself in this account to the territories of the
Maharaja of Kashmir, for the reason that my travels in the
Himalayas were almost entirely restricted to them. This ruler
has for his full title “ Maharaja of Jummoo and Kashmir.” By
the Panjabis he is most commonly called after the former place,
by Englishmen after the latter. It is this last practice which has
led Englishmen at home to confound “ Kashmir” with the whole
of the territories. This mistake (which has unfortunately found
its way into the maps of India) I try to guard against by using
for my book the title *“ Jummoo and Kashmir Territories,” and
by restricting the use of the word “ Kashmir” to the very defined
tract that from time immemorial has borne the name. It must be
understood, moreover, that the above title held by the Maharaja
is not complete as denoting all the territories ruled by him; for
these include, besides the Jummoo districts and Kashmir, the
more distant countries of Ladikh, Baltistin, and Gilgit, all of
which will come under our notice. .

The relationship, physical and political, of this tract with
India now deserves our attention. The map of India, given with
this book, will help us to understand its position at the edge of
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the great plain of India which sweeps unbroken from the mouths
of the Ganges to the western part of the Panjab, continuously
skirted on the north by the Himalaya Range, which has a direc-
-tion varying in a curve from east and west to south-east and
north-west. It is the last strip of the plain and the wide mass
of the mountains on the north of the Panjib that make up the
territory. Politically, it is a government tributary to
the Queen, with relations defined by certain treaties, which will
be more fully spoken of hereafter, but whose result may here be
said to be that the ruler is obliged to govern his foreign politics
according to the views of the Government of India, while in
domestic administration he is nearly independent.

Measurements of the territory show it to have a length in one
direction, from south-east to north-west, of close on 400 miles, and
at right angles to that, from south-west to north-east, of 350
miles. Measured from south to north it may be said to extend
for 240 miles from lat. 32° 30’ to lat. 36° N.; and from east to
west, for 350 or 400 miles, from long. 73° 30’ to 80° E.; these,
however, must be taken only as general measurements, the irre-
gularity of outline prevents a more definite statement in brief.
The area I estimate at 638,000 square miles.

The form of the ground we have endeavoured to represent on
the maps both by careful attention to the hill-shading and by the
statement of the heights of certain positions. Under the heading
of each tract described much will be said on this subject; but at
this stage it is advisable to give a slight sketch of the vertical
geography of the whole area.

The lowest part is the strip of plain on the south-west, which
is continuous with the great level plain of the Panjab ; it is 900 or
1000 feet above the sea.

The mountains begin along a very definite line. The first
ridge is a line of hill from 1000 to 2000 feet above the plain, that
is to say 2000 or 3000 feet above the sea. Next comes a tract of
rugged country, which includes various ridges running nearly
parallel to the first one, with long narrow valleys between them.
These ridges are 3000 and 4000 feet high, while the valleys have

B 2



4 JUMMOO AND KASHMIR TERRITORIES. [Crar. T.

commonly a level of near 2000 feet. This and the outermost ridge
together I call the Region of the Outer Hills. It is on the whole
a rugged space, partly covered by a low forest or by scrub, partly
of bare sandstone rock. .

Next within is the tract to which I give the name of “The
Middle Mountains.” It is a space occupied by hills commonly
of 8000 to 10,000 feet in height, covered with pasture or else with
forest. These hills are not, like the last, in parallel lines, but
in ramifications, divided by equally ramifying valleys. Some of
the valleys reach to as low as 2500 feet.

We now come to more lofty mountain ranges, which rise first
to rocky heights and then to the region of perpetual snow. A
great chain of snowy mountains, running south-east and north-
west, divides the drainage of the Chiniab and Jhelam rivers from
that of the higher branches of the Indus. Its summits vary from
27,000 down to 15,000 feet ; in one part of it peaks of 20,000 and
21,000 are not uncommon. What may be called branches from
this enclose the valley or plain of Kashmir with hills, of which
many are 14,000 to 15,000 feet high, the wide valley encircled
by them itself being 5000 and 6000. All beyond that great
range we find to be a wide tract of mountainous country, the
whole of which is at a high level; it is the north-western part of
Tibet ; Ladakh and Baltistin are divisions of it, and Gilgit may,
in a physico-geographical point of view, be said to belong to it. -
Here the mountain ranges are of heights of from 17,000 up to
22,000 feet and more ; one peak (which yet is unnamed, though the
second highest known in the world) has an altitude of 28,265 feet.*
The valleys of this region vary much in character; in the south-
eastern part are high-level flat valleys, from 1 mile to 5 or 6 in
width, at elevations of 15,000 and 14,000 feet; from that, as one
goes north-westward, their height descends, the space at the same
time narrowing, lofty mountains always bounding them, ulti-
mately to as low as 5000 feet above the sea; at the lower levels
also are sometimes widenings of the valley-bottom.

* This altitude has been determined trigonometrically by the Great Trigono-
metrical Survey of India; the peak is numbered on their maps K 2.
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In a few places are table-lands; they are flat spaces surrounded
by mountains ; too wide to be called valleys, I thus differently class
them. The most remarkable are the Deosai platean, and the
platean of Lingzhithang and the Kuenlun plains; the former is
12,000 or 13,000 and the latter 16,000 to 17,000 feet above
the sea. i

With these great variations of level the climate must neces-
sarily be different for every region. The temperature ranges from
the more than tropical heat of the Panjab summer to such an
intensity of cold as keeps perpetual snow on the mountains.®* In
the inhabited places even the variation is such that in the lower
parts the fashion of the poor of India of going almost unclad is
followed ; in the higher, sheep-skin coats are wanted for protection
against the cold, and people are, in places, confined to their houses
by snow for seven months in the year.

Besides temperature, there is the element of moisture, which
gives another variety to the climate. We may distinguish roughly
countries of four degrees of humidity :—

(1) Where the periodical rains prevail.

(2) Where the periodical rains do not reach, but there is
rainfall enough for all crops but rice without need of
irrigation.

(8) Where no crops can be raised without irrigation and the
hill-sides are for the most part bare, but some forest
grows on portions of the mountain slopes.

(4) Where no crops can be raised without irrigation, and the
whole country is bare both of forest and of pasture;
this tract is nearly rainless.

The greatest degree of difference in aspect of country, and
probably in absolute degree of moisture, is between the first two
on the one hand and the last two on the other.

The first region includes the Outer Hills and the Middle Moun-
tains. Thesecond is Kashmir. The third and fourth are on the far

* For the altitudes at which perpctual snow occurs see Chap. xxim., under the
heading “ Snow Map.”
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gside of the great watershed range; the third, which may be said
to have a semi-Tibetan climate, includes Astor with some parts of
Gilgit and Baltistan, and the fourth, that which enjoys the Tibetan,
or almost rainless, climate, takes in the rest of Gilgit, the greater
part of Baltistan, and all Ladakh.

Now let us enter on the subject of the peopling of this country,
of the races of men who inhabit it. Varied as it is in form and
other physical characters it is little less so in its population. The
several tribes that dwell here, dotted over the lower hills or shelter-
ing in the valleys that divide the loftier mountains, are, some, of
widely different origin, and some, though of nearer relation, still
of widely different character. There is here to be found, by one
who would work it out in detail, ample illustration of the prin-
ciples of Ethunological Science and a store of facts to fill in parts
of it where our knowledge is wanting. All that I myself can hope
to do is to put down some of that information which can be
acquired by a traveller not trained to these inquiries.

The following is the list of the races which have a distinct
geographical distribution, and such characteristics as to render the
description and separation of them practicable.

Aryan.
Dogra. Kashmirl
Chibhali. Dard.
Pahari.
Turanian.

Tibetan : subdivided into Balti, Ladakhi, Champa.

This classification is more national than tribal. For the southern
parts especially another division might be attempted—that is, one
according to castes. But though certainly such a classification
would tend to throw more light on the origin, the sources, of the
different tribes, yet in the present state of our knowledge, without
more detail as to the subdivisions of castes than we have at present,
it would not be practicable, and in any case would not be one
that could be expressed on a map as I have done with that here
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adopted. My own at all events expresses the actual national
distinctions. ‘

Each race will be described as we come to the country in-
habited by it, but here too a few words may be said.

The Dogras and Chibhalis were originally one, but they have
now become separated in many characteristics, from the latter
having become Muhammadans, while the Dogras remained Hinda.
They are well-featured races, of rather slight build ; together they
occupy all the Outer Hill region.*

The Pahiris are a stouter race, hardy, as befits those who live
for part of the year among snow ; for these inhabit the eastern part
of the Middle Mountains, on which snow falls to a considerable
depth. They are in great majority Hindid. The name ‘Pahari”
simply means “ mountaineer,” but in these parts it is restricted to
this particular race.

The Kashmirls, though allied to the Paharis, are a race
possessing very marked characters; they are large-made and
robust, and of a cast of features really fine; they occupy their
own mountain-bounded country of Kashmir, and have, besides,
overflowed it here and there and settled in the higher parts of
the neighbouring valleys and in outlying places. They are in
large proportion Muhammadan, but some fraction of them remain
Hindi.

The Dirds are a race who, though Aryans also, are very
different and easily distinguishable from Kashmiris. With a very
curious exception, that will be noted under Dardistin, they also
are Muhammadans. They dwell in the highly mountainous
country north of Kashmir; they abut against the Tibetan Baltis
on the east, and have as their neighbours on the west the Pathans
or Afghéns.

All these hitherto enumerated races have features distinctly of
the Aryan type, still with marked differences among themselves,
which will be noted in the succeeding chapters.

* In reality the Chibhailis include, besides Muhammadanised Dogris, sore people
of other tribes, who also have become Muhammadans. More will bo said on this
subject in Chap. nr.



8 \ JUMMOO AND KASHMIR TERRITORIES. [Crae. L.

The Tibetan races, whom we now reach, have the characteris-
tics of the Turanian family (of which the Chinese and the Japanese
are the instances most known to Englishmen) in varying degree.
The Champés have those features most markedly, next the Ladakhi,
and in a less degree the Baltli. The two first of these subdivi-
sions are Buddhist in religion, the last Muhammadan. Of these
Tibetan races are the people who live in the loftiest of the inha-
bited regions ; the Champas, who are nomads, wander among the
high-level valleys of Rupshu ; the Ladakhis, who are a settled and
cultivating race, are in villages which in height above the sea vary
from 13,500 to 9500 feet; the next, the Baltis, are found at from
10,000 or 11,000 down to 6000 feet.

As for the languages spoken, a separate chapter treats of them,
and some facts of their distribution are given in the explanation

of the Language Map.*

Countries separated by so many mountain chains; races so
widely different ; how did they all come to be under one ruler ?

The answer to this almost resolves itself into the history of one
man, of the one who by exercising with wonderful persistence the
qualities of a soldier and a diplomatist succeeded in raising
himself from an inconspicuous station to a position in which his
adherence and goodwill became of extreme value to the British
Government in India, who, in their turn, enabled him to achieve an
object that for long had been dear to his heart, and in giving over
to him Kashmir completed the agglomeration of all the countries
we are treating of into one state. This man was Maharaja Gulab
Singh, the father of the present ruler.

I shall attempt a brief sketch of the course of the events which
led to the result above pointed out.

From time immemorial—the natives say for 5000 years—
Jummoo has been the seat of the rule of a Hindd dynasty, of a
family of Rajputs, whose influence spread for some distance over
the lower hills, the extent of that influence varying, no doubt, at
different times. There was little intercourse with the outer world;

* Bee Chap. xx1., on Languages, and Chap. xxir., In Explanation of the Maps.
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some contact with it occurred indeed during the time from the six-
teenth century onwards from the passage near, if not through, the
country of the Mughal Emperors of Delhi towards Kashmir; or
again when one of the Western invaders of India swept along at
the foot of the hills, and the hill-men were able to annoy his armies
while congratulating themselves on the rugged character of their
own country, which made it by its poverty unattractive and by its
difficulty of access even repulsive to those bent on rapid conquest
and plunder. A little after the middle of the last century we find
that the power of the Jummoo ruler, exercised either directly or
by feudatory chiefs owing allegiance, extended eastwards to the
Ravi River or nearly so, westwards to some miles beyond the
Chinab, southwards for some little way into the plains, and north-
wards as far as the beginning of Middle Mountains. The feudatory
chiefs, those for instance of Akhnir, Dalpatpir, Kiramehi, &c.,
governed their own subjects, but to the ruler of Jummoo they
paid tribute and did military service. During a ‘portion of the
year they would be present at Jummoo itself, attending the court
of the ruler and holding separate ones themselves. At this day
various spots in that town are remembered where each of these
tributaries held his court on a minor scale. Doubtless there was
some petty warfare, resulting sometimes in an extension and
sometimes in a contraction of the power of the central ruler; but
usually the chiefs were more occupied in sport than in serious
fighting, and the various families continued in nearly the same
relative positions for great lengths of time.

The rest of the Outer Hills and some of the Middle Mountain
tract were thus occupied :—Eastward of Jummoo there were inde-
pendent rulers at Basoli and Kishtwir, of Rajpit caste, some fow
details of whose history will be given as we come in our geo-
graphical survey to each of those places. " North-westward
of Jummoo were the two small states of Bhimbar and Rajaory,
whose rulers were Mubammadans, Muhammadanised descendants
of Rajput Rajas, still bearing the Hindi title of Raja and still
recognized as belonging to certain subdivisions of the Rajpat
caste. These two had, I think, become more closely connectod
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with, more completely dependent on, the Delhi power, before its
breaking up, than had the Jummoo Raja, because the highway
along which the Delhi Emperors used to march from India to
Kashmir led straight through their territories and past their very
castles. But after the decline of the power of Delhi and the
occupation of Kashmir by the Pathans or Afghans (who were con-
nected with Kabul and not with India) these rulers of Bhimbar
and Rajaori became again as free and independent as the one of
Jummoo. Farther west, up to the Jhelam River, the
ground seems to have been occupied politically by local chiefs,
ruling each over but a few villages. These, all Muhammadans,
ruled over Muhammadan subjects. Still in many cases the Hindd
origin of both can be traced. The importance of these was nearly
the same as that of the lesser chiefs of the Jummoo side ; but they
seem to have kept more separate, and not to bave agglomerated,
not to have come under any one ruler as feudatories, but to have
kept independent; so that almost village by village the country
was governed by separate Rajas, and to this day many headmen
of villages in that western tract bear the title of “ Raja.”

We have thus accounted for most of the country up to the first
great mountain range. Of Kashmir and Ladakh we will speak
later ; but now we must come back to Jummoo, on which place
hinged the coming fortunes of all these regions.

At Jummoo, in the middle of the eighteenth century, ruled
Raja Ranjit Dev, a man whose qualities asa ruler are there spoken
of with the highest respect. He has a reputation for having been
a wise administrator and a just judge. He was a tolerant man ; he
encouraged Muhammadans as well as the people of his own faith ;
under him many were attracted to Jummoo, and the town spread
and flourished. Up to this time the state of independence of the
mountaineers had continued. But his epoch was both the culmi-~
nation and the beginning of the end of the old state of things.
With his death, which occurred about 1770 or 1780 A.p., began
changes from outside influences, which only ended when, in the
year 1846, the ruler of Jummoo became tributary to the East
India Company.
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At the time of Ranjit Dev the Sikhs had become rulers—not,
indeed, in any organized form, but in separate clanships—of that
portion of the Panjab which adjoined the Jummoo territory on the
south. The ardour of fighting was so strong in these Sikhs that
all their neighbours were likely, in turn or as occasion might lead,
to feel its effects. In the case of Jummoo the occasion
arose soon after the death of Ranjit Dev.* The disputes for suc-
cession which have been so common in Oriental dynasties, and not
least common when the question is of succession to a firm and able
ruler, here also sprung up. George Forster (who, probably, was the
first Englishman who ever set foot in Jummoo) tells us that of
three sons of Ranjit Dev, one killed the intended successor and
imprisoned the third, but that this one, escaping, made his way
to the Sikhs, who took up the quarrel for an excuse for invading
and laying waste the country. Man Singh,} the head of one of
the Sikh clans (whose son, Ranjit Singh, afterwards combined
all the clans, and from them made a monarchy that lasted for a
generation), plundered Jummoo, and from this time the old hill
principality became dependent on the new sect that dominated the
Panjab. These Sikhs, about the same period, but under, I
think, different leaders, from different clans being concerned, pene-
trated into other portions of the Outer Hill region. For instance,
Basoli was occupied by them some time before 1783, and, probably
later, Raimnagar also fell to them. In most cases some scion of the
old reigning families was kept in as tributary ruler, for it would
bave been difficult for the Sikhs themselves, unused as they were
to rugged ground, to govern directly the scattered inhabitants of
sach a rough hilly country. This arrangement again naturally
brought about or gave opportunities for disturbances and revolts,
which continually occurred. The unsettled state of the hills was
a source of disquiet to Ranjit Singh, when, having got possession
of Lahor, he had become chief ruler of the Sikhs. In tracing

* I am not certain whether or no in Ranjit Dev’s own time influence had been
exerted by the 8ikhs so as to bring Jummoo in any way tributary to them. At all
events, it was not till after his death that active interferenco on their part occurred.

+ This name is erroneously given in some English books as Maha Singh.
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out Ranjit Singh’s efforts for the settlement of the hill districts,
we come in contact with the family who exerted for so many years
an important influence in the Lahor state—an influeuce which
much affected the English in their dealings with it—and between
whom and the English Government the relations that were entered
on constitute the foundation of the present political constitution
of the territories we speak of. ’

J. D. Cunningham, in his ¢ History of the Sikhs,’* shows that
from a brother of Ranjit Dev, Raja of Jummoo, were descended,
in the third generation, three brothers, Gulab Singh, Dhiyan
Singh, and Suchet Singh. These three were young men at the
time when Ranjit Singh’s rise to chief power at Lahor made that
the most likely place for the advancement of those whose only
trade was fighting. The two elder brothers, Gulib Singh and
Dhiyan Singh, came to Ranjit Singh’s court with the object of
pushing their way as soldiers of fortune. Gulab Singh first
became a sawar, or trooper, under Jemadar Khushial .Singh, a
trusted servant of Ranjit Singh’s. I do not know what was
Dhiyén Singh’s first step; but it was not long before he attracted
the attention of the ruler, for he was a young man of considerable
gifts of person as well as mental talents. He obtained the special
favour of Ranjit Singh, and before long was advanced to the
important post of deodhiwild or deorhiwala, that is to say, chief
door-keeper. In a native court, a place of personal government,
the door-keeper, possessing as he does the power of giving or
restraining access to the chief, has considerable influence; this
influence Dhiysn Singh now exerted in “ making a party,” so as
by this means, as well as by his own exertions with the Maharaja
Ranjit Singh, to advance his family. The personal qualifications
of the brothers at the same time helped, and it was not long
before the fortunes of all three—for Suchet Singh had joined his
elder brothers—became well founded.

Guléb Singh rose to the independent command of a troop, and
in one of the hill wars he distinguished himself by taking

* I havo repeated in Appendix VI, the genealogy given by Cunningham.
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prisoner Aga Jan, the Raja of Rajiori, who was then resisting the
Sikh forces. For this service, and with the object of utilizing those
of the families of hill rajas who were attached to his government
in keeping in subjection the tribes that had been giving trouble,
Ranjit Singh conferred on Gulab Singh the rajaship of Jummoo,
fo be held as a fief. This was about the year 1820. On
the brothers Dhiyan Singh and Suchet Singh was also bestowed
the title of Raja, and they received, whether at this time or
later I know not, a portion of territory to be held on the same
terms as was Jummoo by Gulab Singh. Dhiyan Singh received
Piinch as his principality, and Suchet Singh Ramnagar.

It is with Raja Gulab Singh that we are now chiefly con-
cerned. While Dhiyan Singh remained at Ranjit Singh’s court
performing an important part in protecting the interests-of the
family by securing his own influence with the ruler, to whom they
were all tributary, and on whom indeed they were still thoroughly
dependent, Gulab Singh spent most of his time at Jummoo and
in its neighbourhood, occupied first in consolidating and then in
extending his power, though, as occasion required, he would, as
was his bounden duty, join the Sikh army with his forces, and
take part in their military operations.

Gulab Singh’s own immediate subjects had, by the continu-
ance of disturbances, the absence of settled rule, become some-
what lawless; robbery and murder were common ; it is said that
at that time a cap or a pagri that a traveller might wear was
enough for a temptation to plunder and violence. With a firm
hand Gulab Singh put this down, and brought his country to such
a state of quiet and security as makes it at this moment in that
respect a pattern. As to the feudal chiefs around him,
he in some cases—for what particular causes or with what excuses
it is difficult at this time to trace — confiscated their fiefs and
became direct ruler; in other cases he retained and attached to
his government the nobles, while gradually lessening their political
importance. The tendency of his government was always towards
centralization. He was a man of stronger character than most of
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the rulers that had preceded him, and probably his experience in
the wider area of the Panjab had taught him both the advantages
and the feasibility of relatively diminishing the power of feudal
subordinates.

Gulab Singh in later years came in contact with many English-
men, and several of these have written their impressions of his
character. I myself never saw him; he died before I came to
Jummoo; but his doings and sayings were still much thought of
there, and I endeavoured to form, from what I heard, an estimate
of his character.

Of his powers as a soldier I was unable to form a clear judg-
ment. He seems to have been thoroughly brave, but always
carcful and prudent. Though no great feats of arms are recorded
of him,* yet he was generally successful. He was more ready to
intrigue than to employ force; but when the necessity for fight-
ing was clear, he proved almost as much at home in it as he was
in diplomacy. A great part of his success was due to the wisdom
he displayed in recognizing the times when each could with most
advantage be brought into play. '

As an administrator he was better than most of those of his
own time and neighbourhood, but yet the results of his rule do
not give one the highest impression of his powers in this respect.
He knew how to govern a country in thd sense of making his
authority respected all through it. For the carrying out of the
further objects of good government he probably cared little; his
experience had shown him no instance of their attainment, and
possibly he had not in his mind the idea of a government dif-
ferent in kind from that which he succeeded in administering;
for of all the governments within reach of his observation those
were good in which the authority of the ruler was assured by
force and the revenue came in punctually. On this principle he
consolidated his power.

One of his chief faults was an unscrupulousness as to the means

* The defence of the Lahor fort with a small force against the Sikh army, in the
time of the dissensions, is, however, a brilliant deed of his that now comes to my
mind.
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of attaining his own objects; he did not draw back from the exer-
cise of cruelty in the pursuit of them, but he was not wantonly
cruel. An avariciousness always distinguished him; in the in-
dulgence of the passion he was unable to take the wide view
by which his subjects’ wealth would be found compatible with the
increase of his own,

Some qualities had Gulab Singh which mitigated the effects
of an administration worked on the principles above denoted. He
was always accessible, and was patient and ready to listen to com-
plaints. He was much given to looking into details, so that the
smallest thing might be brought before him and have his con-
sideration. With the customary offering of a rupee as nazar
anyone could get his ear; even in a crowd one could catch his
eye by holding up a rupee and crying out “ Maharaj, *arz hat !”
that is, “ Mahirsja, a petition!” He would pounce down like a
hawk on the money, and having appropriated it would patiently
hear out the petitioner. Once a man after this fashion making a
complaint, when the Maharija was taking the rupee, closed his
hand on it and said, “ No, first hear what I have to say.” Even
this did not go beyond Gulab Singh’s patience; he waited till the
fellow had told his tale and opened his hand; then taking the
money he gave orders about the case.

The rise from comparatively low station to high position did
not spoil him; that is to say, he did not become stuck-up with
pride, nor did he often stand greatly on his dignity; indeed, he
was ordinarily familiar and free with all classes, and was distin-
guished by that quality which in a ruler otherwise respected goes
so far to conciliate the natives of India, that which they call
bhalamanass, which may be translated “ bonhomie.” This is the
more noteworthy as those faults he was free from are the ones
most generally contracted by people of his caste who raise them-
selves in social rank.

This picture of Gulab Singh’s character is different from some
accounts of him that have appeared in books that tell of the late
history of the Panjab. I bave written from the impression I
received from all I heard of him from servants or from subjects of
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his. To fortify my conclusions I will now quote from the ¢ History
of the Sikhs,’ by J. D. Cunningham, an author who wrote with
rare impartiality, one who was able to divest himself of the pre-
judices of his own nation in estimating the qualities and the deeds
of their enemies. Writing at the crisis of our relations with the
Panjab State, a time when Gulab Singh’s name was in everyone’s
mouth, he says,* “In the course of this history there has more
than once been occasion to allude to the unscrupulous character
of Raja Golab Singh; but it must not therefore be supposed that
he is a man malevolently evil. He will, indeed, deceive an
enemy and take his life without hesitation, and in the accumula-
tion of money he will exercise many oppressions ; but he must be
judged with reference to the morality of his age and race and to
the necessities of his position. If these allowances be made,
Golab Singh will be found an able and moderate man, who does
little in an idle or wanton spirit, and who is not without some
traits both of good humour and generosity of temper.”

Having thus seen Gulib Singh firmly fixed at Jummoo, we
must, before tracing the acquisition by him of further territory,
look to the early state of the other countries that now form part
of the dominions under the government of Jummoo, beginning
with Kashmir.

The Hindi history of Kashmir, which was brought into notice
by Professor H. H. Wilson, tells of a succession of kings who
ruled in the valley, and tells something of their relations with their
neighbours. We cannot enter into these records, but of some of
the events that have occurred in the last five centuries we will
note the succession, since each change within that period has left
its mark on the country recognizable by all at this day.

In the beginning of the fourteenth century after Christ the
last Hinddi king of Kashmir lost his throne. One Shih Mir, his
minister, 8 Muhammadan, displaced him and ruled under the
name of Shams-ud-din. For about two centuries and a half
Kashmir remained independent, governed by its own Muham-
madan rulers. Of these there were two most noted, whose names

* Cunningham’s * History of the Sikhs,’ p. 832, note.
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are still in the people’s mouths; one was Sikandar, surnamed But-
shikan or Iconoclast, who came to the throne in 1396 A.p., and
. used his power to destroy the ancient Hindid temples; the other
was Zain-ul-ib-ud-Din, also called Bar* Shah, who distinguished
himself by erecting buildings of beauty and utility in the city of
Sirinagar and in other parts of the country.

The next great change was the invasion of Kashmir by the
Emperor Akbar. After some repulses and difficulties that poten-
tate conquered the country. This was in the year 1588; from
that time to now the Kashmiris have been ruled by aliens; since
then three times at least have their masters been changed, but in
no instance have they had any voice or influence in brinigng
about the change. The Mughal rule (as the natives of India call
that which was exercised by the Emperors who had their seat at
Agra or at Delhi) lasted in Kashmir for something more than a
century and a half. That country was governed by viceroys of
the Emperors, who were called by the title Siibadar, or, later,
simply Stba. It was also frequently visited by the Emperors
themselves in the hot weather, and it was these journeys of the
court that brought the name of Kashmir to the ears of the
Westerns; it was this period when its fame in Europe arose; for .
the successive Emperors—Akbar, Jahdngir, Shahjahin, and Au-
rangzeb—both constructed palaces and gardens whose position in
the midst of lovely scenery and delicious air gave them a reputa-
tion beyond what their architecture alone could merit, and also
filled these with a Court whose magnificence, drawn from the
resources of half India, had never before and has never since been
equalled in that mountain kingdom.

After the death of Aurangzeb the weak state of the Delhi
‘power was reflected in the disturbed condition of Kashmir, which
was ruled over by governors and governors’ deputies appointed by
those who one after the other gained the upper hand at Delhi.

The Kashmiris got fresh masters about the years 1752-1754,
when Ahmad Shah Abdali, the invader of India, conquered Kashmir
through one of his lieutenants. "From that time for nearly

* In this name the r is cerebral.
C
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seventy years Kashmir was subject to the Pathdns or Afghans,
being ruled over by governors sent by the King of Kabul. The
rule of these Pathdns was the harshest of all.

Again, as a new power arose in its neighbourhood, Kashmir
received new masters. The Sikhs, as they grew in importance,
and as their power waxed by reason of the political unity which
Ranjit Singh gave to the nation, became able to cope with the
Pathans and to vie with them for the possession of the prize
country. Though Ranjit Singh failed in an attempt on the valley
in 1814, yet in 1819 he succeeded in wresting it from the Pathan
rlers, and the small minority of the Kashmirl nation who had
remained Hindd saw at last, after an interval of 500 years, go-
vernors of their own faith. For the next five-and-twenty years
Kashmir was ruled, quietly if oppressively, by successive governors
sent by the Sikh Government at Lahor. At the end of that time
its history will join with the other threads of our narrative.*

We must now return to the proceedings of Raja Gulab Singh,
whom we left, soon after 1820, well settled at Jummoo.

The details of the extension of his power in the Outer Hills it

* As we draw near to our own times it may be useful to give more details of
names and dates. I give here a Table of the Governors of Kashmir under the Sikhs;
this will be useful to the traveller, for one is always hearing in that country that

such-and-such a thing happened when so-and-s0 was Governor, and this Table will
fix the date.

S1ER GOVERNORS OF KASHMIR. AD,
Conquest by the 8ikhs .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 1819
Moti Ram .. .. o eeevee e ee .. .. 1819
Hari Singh .. .. R £: 1]
Mosti Ram (seoond tlme) . 1822
Gurmukh 8ingh, with Ohuna Lal as Peshkar or Factotum 1828
Kirpa Rim, sonof M6ti Ram .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1825
Bamma Singh .. .. e . .. 1830
Sher Singh (son, reputed, of Ranjxt Bmgh) - 1831
Jemadar Khushial Singh (in some degree under Sher Smgh) 1832
Colonel Miin Singh .. .. 1833
Bhekh Ghulam Mahal-ud-dm . .. 1842
8hekh Imam-ud-din (son of Ghulam Maha.l-ud dm) .. 1845

In 1846 the country fell into the hands of Raja Gulib angh, a8 will be related
farther on.

I may here acknowledge the sources from which these and the other dates in
Kashmir history are derived, namely, Wilson and Newall, in the publications of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, and Prinsep’s Useful Tables.
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is not necessary to enter into. Roughly speaking, in the next ten
or fifteen years all the Outer Hill region and 2 considerable por-
tion of the Middle Mountains became, with the exception of
Rajaorl, completely subject to either Gulab Singh or his brothers;
and the interests of these three were at that time one. His next
ambitious attempt was on the country of Ladakh, which he had
been led to think much of by his occupancy of Kishtwar, which
commanded two of the roads into Ladakh.

The invasion of Ladakh Gulab Singh did not in person lead;
probably it was impossible for him to go to parts so distant from
the Panjab, where his presence was required more or less every
year. His lieutenant for the expedition was Zurawar Singh, of the
caste of Rajpiits called Kalurid, a man who had risen from the ranks
in Gulab Singh’s service, and was distinguished by a zeal for his
master’s interest above his own, and who now proved that he had
many of the qualities necessary to make a successful military leader.

Ladakh, the physical characters of which have already been
lightly touched on, was at that time an independent Buddhist
kingdom, having a spiritual and a slight political connection with
the Grand Lama of Lhadsa. It was much isolated by its position at
the back of the great Snowy Range; only a limited number of
merchants who tradel to it knew anything of the truth about it.
Still the Dogra leaders determined to attempt its conquest. The
history of their invasion is well told by an actor in it in Cunning-
ham’s book on Ladakh. Here it is enough to say that after two
campaigus the whole country of Ladiakh became subject to Gulab
Singh.

The neighbouring Muhammadan principality of Skardi shared
the same fate a few years later. Ahmad Shah, the Raja of that
place, had mixed himself up with the Ladakhis in their struggles
and intrigues against the Dogris, so on the first opportunity
Zurawar Singh turned his forces against him, and in the year
1840 took him prisoner and annexed his territory.*

* Though it is off the line of this narrative, yet it may be of some interest to
mention that the courageous Zurawar Singh, in invading the Lhasa territorics, was
overtaken by winter, and, being attacked when his troops were disabled by cold,
perished with nearly all his army. This was in November, 1841. g

(o}
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In the year 1843 the death of Raja Suchet Singh without
issue caused the principality of Rimnagar to fall to his eldest
brother Gulab Singh; so by this time that fortunate ruler had
acquired all the territories included in the present boundary, with
the exceptions of Kashmir, Gilgit, Rajiori, and Pinch, this last
being occupied by Raja Jawahir Singh, the son of Raja Dhiyan
Singh, who, like Suchet Singh, had lately been killed near Lahor.

The next event that changed the boundary was the breaking
out of the war between the Sikhs and the British in the winter of
1845-6. Gulab Singh had for some time kept aloof from Lihor
politics and was not involved in the court intrigues that led to the
movement of the Sikh troops against British territory ; neither did
he hurry down with his troops to help the Sikhs as he would have
done in the time of his old master Ranjit Singh. He kept away
until the decisive battle of Sobraon was fought, at which victory
declared for the British. Then he appeared almost as mediator
between the two contending powers, for after the various revolu-
tions and massacres that had lately occurred at Lahor, and the
late defeats of the Sikh army, there seemed to be none but Gulib
Singh who could shape events, who could guide the Sikh nation to
any sensible course. The confidence of the British too he had before
acquired ; especially had Sir Henry (then Colonel) Lawrence, who
was now one of the diplomatic officers employed in the negotiations,
formed both a friendship for Gulab Singh and a high opinion of his
sagacity and of his usefulness to those who could enlist his interests.

The result of all this is embodied in two treaties, which will be
found, in whole or in part, in Appendix V.

By the first, which was made between the British Government
as represented by Lord Hardinge, and the state of Lahor, there was
ceded to the East India Company in perpetual sovereignty, as
equivalent for one crore of rupees (or 1,000,000L.) of indemnity,
the bill countries between the rivers Byis and Indus. Thus all
the countries we have been treating of, both those at that time in
the hands of Raja Gulab Singh, and Kashmir and others then
directly ruled by the Sikhs, were on the 9th March, 1846, handed
over to the British.
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But now comes the second treaty, dated 16th March, 1846.
This was made between the British Government, represented by
the Governor-General as before, and Maharaja Gulab Singh, the
higher title of Maharaja being by this very mention conferred.
Its effect is this, that *the British Government transfers and
makes over for ever, in independent possession, to Maharaja Golab
Singh and the heirs male of his body, all the hilly or mountainous
country, situated to the eastward of the river Indus and westward
of the river Ravee,”* in consideration of which, by another article
of the treaty, Maharaja Guldb Singh agrees to pay to the British
Government the sum of 75 lakhs of rupees—about 750,000Z

The result of this treaty (of which the other provisions can
be learnt from the Appendix) was to place Gulab Singh in a far
butter position than he had ever had before. He exchanged for
the Sikhs, whose attitude to him was ever varying according to
the favour in which he might be held by those who for the time
were leaders of them, a nation whose boast it is that they hold
treaties sacred, and who had now contracted with him a treaty, the
provisions of which fairly carried out could not fail to be agreeable
to him. Lastly he gained, in additionto his former acquisitions,
the coveted country of Kashmir.

The handing over of Kashmir was not effected without some
trouble. Maharaja Gulab Singh sent a trusted officer with some
troops to take over charge; he, however, was opposed by Shekh
Imam-ud-din, the Sikh governor, who was supported in, or rather
incited to, this course by a faction in the Lahor Darbir who were
adverse to the British. Gulab Singh’s troops were defeated at the
outskirts of Sirinagar and many were slain; a remnant, however,
threw themselves into the fort called Hari Parbat and there held
out. On this Gulab Singh appealed to the British to carry out
the provisions of the treaty, and action was at once taken. A force
partly of British and partly of Sikh troops was put in motion, and
they had even made one march within the hills from Bhimbar,
when events turned in such a way that their advance was no
longer necessary.

* For some remarks as to tho effect of these words see Chap. x1x.
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For at this juncture Colonel Lawrence reappeared, having
been abscnt from the P’anjab for some months on leave, and his
diplomatic management staved off the collision that was imminent.
Colonel Lawrence entered into correspondence with Shekh Imim-
ud-din, the result of which was that the Shekh gave up the game
and came away from Kashmir in peace, meeting on the road, at
Thanna, Colonel Lawrence and Gulab Singh, who then proceeded
to Sirinagar. The transfer of the country was thus completed
without further disturbance.

One great object which the Governor-General had in view
when he made this arrangement for the Jummoo and Kashmir
territories was to lessen the force of the Sikhs by establishing on
their flank a power independent of them and inclined to the
British. This object may be said to have so far succeeded that, on
the next and final trial of strength between the Sikhs and the
British (which occurred two or three years later), Gulab Singh’s
aid was withheld from the nation to which formerly belonged his
allegiance. But the result of this last struggle, which was nothing
less than the absorption of the Panjab into the British Empire in
India, rendered that object useless or superfluous. Hence some
have been led to think that it was a great pity, a great mistake,
to have made the treaty that separated Kashmir from the Panjib,
since, but for that, the oft-coveted country would have fallen
into our hands at this time, namely in 1849. As far as thisis a
criticism of policy, and not merely regret at the loss of a possible
piece of good fortune, it is enough to point out that in 1846 no
one expected that the Panjab would fall into our hands in 1849,
At that former date we were arranging for the government of the
Panjab by its own native rulers—by the young Maharaja Dhuleep
Singh and the Darbar or Council of Ministers., Our Government
was hoping to form a stable government at Lahor, and not reckon-
ing on its downfull or its absorption by ourselves. Not till two
years after the treaty had been entered into with Gulab Singh did
those events, at that time unforeseen, occur which are brought
forward as reasons for not entering into that engagement.

Later political events have not largely affected the status of
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the territories, nor much altered their boundaries. On the out-
break of the mutiny of 1857, Maharaja Gulab Singh chose his
side and threw in his lot with the British, moving down a force to
aid in the siege of Delhi. Hardly had he done this when death
overtook him. His eurviving son, the present Maharaja, Ranbir
Singh, who was then on his way to the Panjab with the troops,
returned to take his place in the government of the country,
while another commander proceeded to Delhi with the force.

Since that time all has been quiet, except on the north-west
frontier, which has been the scene of oft-recurring small wars,
some of which are recounted in Chapter x1x., on Dardistan History.
One other treaty has been made between the British Government
and the Maharaja, which is given in full in Appendix V. This
was done in 1870. It is a commercial treaty designed to open
a particular route between the British hill-districts and the Yar-
kand country through a portion of the Maharaja’s territory, which
i8 necessarily traversed.

The countries thus acquired, and, by the political events of
1816, solidly compacted, are divided up for the purposes of govern-
ment into regions whose limits correspond in some measure, but
not altogether, to the old boundaries. In the “ Political Map” I
bave indicated these administrative subdivisions, and in the ex-
planation of it in Chapter xx11. I have shortly described the kind
of authority established in each.

I should hardly complete this Introduction without saying a
word as to myself—as to how it was that I came to travel over
this country, to penetrate into corners of it that, if they have
each been visited by different Europeans, have never so many
been seen by anyone of that race, or even, I believe, by any
native of any of those countries.

In 1862 I entered the Maharaja of Kashmir’s service, leaving for
it the Geological Survey of Great Britain, to which I then belonged,
and came to his Court at Jummoo. My duties for some years were
confined to geological investigation, or, more exactly, to looking
for minerals. This pursuit naturally led me over many of the
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mountain chains. Later I had the management of the Forest
Department. Lastly I had the position of Governor of Ladakh,
from which I retired for the sake of again seeing England, after
spending ten years in the service of the Maharaja.

I did not leave the Maharaja, his Court, and the people, without
many regrets. Each race, as I became acquainted with them,
excited in me a great interest, and has left a strong wish for their
- welfare. In the Court I formed friendships with some whose co-
operation in difficult circumstances will always be remembered by
me. Of my master, the Maharaja, I will only venture to say that
from him, in what might have been for me an anomalous position,
I received a general consideration, dictated by goodwill and by
forbearance, which, without counting many special acts of kind-
ness that he would not wish to see acknowledged here, deserve and
have from me a gratitude that I am glad to have an opportunity
of publicly expressing.

A few words must follow as to the plan on which this book is
written.

I have not given a narrative of any of my journeys, but have
taken each tract in succession, and described the physical and
other characteristics of it. Besides this, I have given an account
of some of the lines of march that join the several tracts; this by
way of introduction to them or to show how they are physically
separated yet connected by practicable lines of communication.

I begin with the part next to the plain of the Panjab, the
region of the Outer Hills. One chapter treats of their physical
aspects, another treats of their inhabitants generally, a .third
gives a description of Jummoo, the chief place in the Outer Hills,
and the capital of the whole country, and of the Court, whose seat
is at Jummoo, while a fourth gives notes on certain other places
in the same hills.

Next, in Chapter V1., we visit the region of the Middle Moun-
taius, certain portions of them being in some detail described.
The subordinate headings will show in what order the various
localities are treated of, and that an account of the people who
live there also finds a place.
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In Chapter vii is described the march from Jummoo to
Kashmir. Thus we are introduced to that country, to which
Chapters viIL,, 1X., and X. are devoted.

Then, in like fashion, the country along the line of march from
Kashmir to Leh in Ladakh is described, and we are thus brought
into the great tract at the back of the Snowy Range. The account
of Ladakh is begun by a chapter (x11.) on the inhabitants; then
follows a somewhat detailed description of the different parts of
that country, the Chapters x111., X1V, and xV. being allotted sepa-
rately for the lower valleys, the higher valleys, and the plateaus.

Baltistan comes next ; it is described in Chapter xv1., where
the sub-headings will show the course that the description takes.

For the less-known country of Dardistin there are the four
Chapters xVII. to XX.

Thus far the account has gone according to locality. There
next comes a chapter on a subject which it seemed best to treat
by itself. The few remarks I find myself able to make on the very
interesting subject of the languages will be found in Chapter xxI.

The last chapter is one in explanation of the maps and sections.
Since I reckon on the reader making use of these on his way
through the text, even when they are not specially referred to, it
would not be amiss if he were to become acquainted with them by
either reading this chapter first of all, 6r by consulting it on first
referring to each of the maps or sections. It will be found to
give both a description of each map, isometric view, or section,
and also a short summary of some of the various subjects which are
treated in a more detailed way in the body of the book.

Though such a plan for the work depends not at all on the
order of my journeys, it may be well here to note in what years I
visited certain portions of the country, since some of that which
passed under my observation may have been true only for that
time. Ladakh I saw in the years 1862 (Dras, Kargil, and Suru
only), 1869, 1871, and (January) 1872. Baltistan I visited in
1863, and again in 1870; Astor and Gilgit in 1870. For other
parts it is impossible to particularise; any time between the years
1862 and 1872 I may have visited them.
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CHAPTER II.

REGION OF THE OUTER HILLS: PHYSICAL CHARACTERS.

THE PLAIN IN FRONT OF THE HILLS — EASTERN DIVISION OF THE OUTER HILLS —
WESTERN DIVISION OF THE OUTER HILLS — CLIMATE AND VEGETATION.

ON leaving the British territory of the Panjib and entering on
the Maharaja of Kashmir’s dominions, no immediate physical
change is seen; for the last portion of the great plain, a strip
which varies in width from three or four miles up to twenty,
makes part of the Maharaja’s territories. We are still then on the
wonderful wide plain of India, where the eye tires in contemplating
the unvaried level. As in the Panjab the trees here also are
small and scant of foliage, either scattered singly or grouped round
wells; here also the villages are clumps of low, flat-roofed, mud
huts, not inviting in look, yet commodious for the people with their
kind of life ; the soil, either clay or loam, at certain times looks
sterile, and at others is covered with verdure. Dull enough is
the aspect of this plain when the crops are off, and the ground is
a bare caked surface of dried mud, when the hot-weather haze,
hiding the distant view, makes the dusty ground shade off into a
dusty air. But at other times of the year—as in March, when
Spring is well advanced, when the trees are in bloom, and the
wheat over large undivided spaces is coming into ear—the pro-
spect is bright and agreeable. At such a season the air is clear,e
and one sights the snow mountains from far off. As we approach,
the unwhitened ranges of the Outer Hills come more strongly
into view; getting nearer still, we see that a succession of com-
paratively low ridges, some rugged and broken by ravines, some
regular and forest-covered, intervene between the plain and the

high mountains. It is these which constitute the region of the
Outer Hills. ’
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The natives have a special name for this tract; they call it
Kandi, which may be translated “edging”; and they contrast it
with the next higher one, to which they give the name Pahar.
Pahar is a word that simply means “ mountain,” but by the dwellers
in the Outer Hills it is used for the next neighbouring mountains,
those below the highest. The separation of these two tracts—the
Outer Hills, and what we shall call the “ Middle Mountains "—is a
natural one, founded on physical differences, both geclogical and
superficial.

The southern boundary of the Outer Hill region, that is to say
the foot of the hills, is called by those who use the Persian idiom
Daman-i-Koh, or “skirt of the mountains”; it is a sharply-defined
boundary ; it can be clearly traced on the map, changing its direc-
tion, not suddenly, but with a few large and sweeping curves.

The northern or inner boundary of the same region is less
defined ; in some parts a line of mountains, from 8000 to 10,000
feet high, ends it off ; in others, tracts having the characteristics
of the Outer Hills penetrate in between the mountains ; in others
still these characters gradually shade off, so that one cannot point
out exactly where they may be said to end.

The length occupied by these Outer Hills, within the territory
we are treating of, is on an average 150 miles, from the river Ravi
on the east to the river Jhelam on the west; it is somewhat less
than that along the foot, and somewhat more along their mountain
boundary. Eastward and westward beyond these two rivers re-
spectively, in the British territory, they continue on with the
same features and character. Indeed we are here concerned with
a part of a chain of hills of enormous length, that, with wonderful
uniformity, edges the Himalayas along their course of more than
1200 miles. This is in some parts called the Sivalik Chain. The
width of this Outer Hill region in our part varies from 14 to
36 miles ; the greater extension is on the north and north-west,
where there is both this increased width of hills that without doubt
may be classed within it, and also a graduation of these into the
higher mountain region.

Their elevation above the sea-level ranges from 1000 feet up to
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5000 ; their outer base, where they rise from the plain, is about at
the former level, and some points of the more inward ridges reach
the latter; but the more usual altitudes are from 2500 to 3500
feet for the ridges, and from 1800 to 2400 feet for the intermediate
longitudinal valleys.

In trying to give a detailed account of this area I shall first
say a few words on the characteristics of the plain country that
lies in front of the hills, and then, dividing the Outer Hill region
into two parts, eastern and western, describe them in succession,
taking first that which lies between the Ravi and Chindb rivers,
and next that which extends from the Chinab river to the Jhelum.

THE PLAIN IN FRONT OF THE HILis.

Although in the Panjab generally the humidity is greater the
nearer one is to the mountaing, yet the last of the plain, that part
which adjoins the outermost hills, is a drier tract than what is
farther away from them. I find two causes for this; one is that the
soil is more porous, being of a lighter loam and liable to have beds
of pebbles in it ; the other is that ravines, which (originating in the
hills) often cut across to depths of 100 feet or more, cause a com-
plete natural deep drainage, and leave the surface somewhat arid.

In this respect there is a strong contrast with the correspond-
ing tract under the Eastern Himalayas, where the hills are edged
with the line of swampy ground called the Terai.

The level of this extreme part of the plains may be counted at
from 1100 to 1200 feet above the sea. As one traverses it in a
direction parallel to the run of the hills one crosses the numerous
gullies or ravines (nullah or nila is the much-used Indian word)
which are of varying importance, according as they drain a smaller
or a larger area. Many of these are dry in ordinary times, but show
by their pebbly bed that water sometimes flows along them with
force; these are they which rise on the outer slope of the first
ridge. Then there are some which are never wholly dry; they
usually have a small stream of water meandering over a wide low-
level flat, cut down below the general level of the plain ; these risc
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farther back in the mountains, in the second or third ridge; they
drain a larger area, and are subject to sudden falls of rain; such
water-courses will in certain seasons be filled for a time by a wide
and swift river, discoloured with red mud in suspension, carrying
down in this way, as well as by dragging sand along the bottom,
large quantities of material from the hills to the lower grounds
and to the sea. '

These ravines are from a few hundred yards to a mile wide;
they are bounded by a sudden bank, often cut into a river cliff of
a hundred feet in height that shows to view the sandy and loamy
strata. Their flat bottom is mostly sandy; it is sometimes
covered in part with the long tufty jungle-grass called in these
parts khar.

The plateaus between these ravines, though, as before said,
somewhat dry, have in great part been brought under cultivation ;
here, as the crops depend entirely on the rain, their yield varies
much with the years.

The tracts where the jungle-grass abounds are frequented by the
black-buck or antelope, which indeed, encouraged by the game-
laws of the country, spread into the cultivated parts and even herd
with the cattle. Near these grassy tracts the villages are com-
posed of pretty thatch-roofed houses; in India straw is never
afforded for the purpose of thatching, it is all used as food for the
cattle ; indeed from the way the treading out the corn on the
threshing-floor is carried on no whole straw is left, so it is only
where some such material as that stiff grass can be got from the

jungles that any thatching is done.

The 70-mile strip of plain extending from the Ravi to the
Chinab is crossed by two large streams that deserve separate
mention. These are the Ujh, that debouches by Jasrota, and the
Tavi, that comes out of the hills by Jummoo. They are both
rivers of perpetual flow and considerable, though much-varying,
volume. They rise in the mountains at the back of the Outer
Hills at an elevation of 13,000 or 14,000 feet, but not from hills
of permanent snow; they have a course among the hills, the
Ujh of some 50 and the Tavi of 80 miles, before they reach the
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plain. The city of Jummoo is on the outermost range where the
Tavi passes out through it; the town of Jasrota is in a corre-
sponding situation on the banks of the Ujh River.

Both of these rivers are very liable to floods; these occur both
in the time of the periodical rains of summer and in the season of
the more irregular winter rains ; the floods come down with great
force, and for a time render the rivers impassable either by fording
or by ferry ; they can then only be crossed on inflated skins, and
so the traffic of the road is stopped for some hours at a time. It
is these floods that carry stones of considerable size, a foot or two
across, down the bed for several miles, beyond the outskirts of the
hills; the Ujh especially, which has a steeper bed and is liable to
quicker floods than the other, brings down boulders of large size;
even at a distance of four miles from the hills they are to be
found from 2 to 3 feet in diameter. From both the Ujh and the
Tavi small irrigation canals are led, so that in certain restricted
spaces the cultivation is of a more productive character.

The Chinab, which is a great river of large volume, debouches
into the plain country by the town of Akhnir. Down to that spot
the stream of it is so broken by rapids as to be unnavigable, but
from Akhnir, where its level is 1100 feet, down to the sea, boats can
traverse it. At Akbnir the Chindb divides into various channels,
which fertilize the tract called Bijwat, another of those places to
which irrigation gives exceptional fertility. Part of this watered
tract belongs to the Maharaja and part to the British Government.

Leaving the river and examining the country on the west of
it, we find that generally to correspond with what we saw in the
eastern part between the Ravi stream and this Chinab river.

All along to Bhimbar, past the villages of Minawar and Barnali,
lies the strip of drier plain. It is a plain with slight depres-
sions, which occur where one crosses the sandy or stony stream-
beds. Most of these stream-beds are quite dry for the greater part
of the year, but there is one that holds a continuously-flowing
river. This stream is the Minawar Tavi, so called to distinguish
it from its sister of Jummoo; rising a good way back among the
mountains, from the Ratan Range behind Rajioi], it finds its way
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through the various ridges into the plain which it traverses until
it joins its waters to the Chinab.

As one approaches Bhimbar the plain country is more and more
cut into by ravines; it may here be called a low table-land sepa-
rated by them into sections; at the edges one sees how the soil
is composed of layers of sandy loam with occasional pebbles.

Opposite Bhimbar there appear on the south, in the British
territory, the Kharian Hills, a range a good deal like in structure
and appearance to some of our outer hills, but quite out of the
general direction of them, since it runs north-east and south-west ;
it may be said to belong less to the Himalayan system than to
that of the Salt Range. Between these hills and our outermost
range there still runs a narrow strip of plain, which for 12 miles
west of Bhiimbar is of that character just described, of ravines and
low flat plateaus alternating. Beyond this, extending to the
Jhelam, is a space of completely flat alluvial ground little above
the level of that river.

EAsTERN DivisioN oF THE OuTER Hivrrs.

Recalling that this division is to include those which lie
between the Ravi and the Chindb, we will examine first the very
outermost range.

The outermost hills of all belong to a ridge that, along the
70 miles between those two rivers, has the same characters.
It rises from the plain with a regular and gentle slope of about
3°, that so continues till a height of some 2000 feet above the sea
is reached ; this slope is indented with many drainage valleys, not
cut steep, but making undulations of the ground transverse to the
run of the ridge. The surface of the hills is very stony ; rounded
pebbles cover nearly the whole of it, for the strata beneath are
composed partly of pebble-beds. Still it bears vegetation; the
hills are indeed clothed with forest; it is a close forest of trees
20 and 30 feet in height, mostly of two species of acacia and of
Zizyphus juguba,® with an underwood of the shrub called brenkar,

* The native namesof the acacias are Phuldi (4. modesta), and Kikar (A, Arabica) ;
the latter is called Babi/in Hindostan. The native name of the Zizyphus jujuba is Ber.
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which grows to the height of 3 or 4 fect, and has a white flower
that gives out a sickly smell. Thus clothed the slope continucs
up to a crest. Beyond there is a sudden fall along the whole line
of it, an escarpment formed of sandstone cliffs of some hundreds
of feet of vertical height, below which again the ground acquires
a lesser slope.

This is the first range of hills; the gentle slope faces the
plains, the cliff-slope abruptly ends it off on the inner side ; the
whole surface from the plains to the cliff edge is an expanse of
forest, but beyond the crest the ground is too steep to bear it.
The run of the range, as stated before, is interrupted by the
valleys that lead out through it from the inner country ; these are
not wide, but in some parts they are near enough together to cut
the range into portions of short lengths that make almost isolated
hills.

Next within the outermost range comes a tract of very irregular
broken country. It is a country of ridges and sloping plateaus,
cut through by very small but steep ravines. The foundation of
its character is the changing degree and frequently high angle of
the dip of the soft sandstone rock. So varying is the form that it
is difficult to conceive any general idea of it in the mind, but
when the eye gets used to the hills it perceives that many of
them are of one type; on one side is a long slope ; on the other a
steep escarpment, the former slope coinciding with the dip of the
beds. Since this dip is often 10° or 15° there arise jutting
plateaus of rock of a corresponding inclination, which end in
vertical cliffs of the massive sandstone. From, probably, lateral
changes in the character of the beds, each ridge or sloping plateau
continues but for a short distance; as one dies away or disappears
others rise into prominence, parallel may be, but not in the same
line,

At another part the plateau and escarpment form is obliterated
from the dip of the beds reaching to such a high angle as 45°
may be; instead, there are equal-sided valleys bounded by jagged
ridges ; these ridges run at right angles to the strike of the beds,
and not parallel with it, as did those of the other form; the
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serrations of these jagged ridges are formed by the projection of
the harder rocks, which also continue all down the hill-side making
Pprojecting ribs.

A great part of the surface of these hills is of the bare grey
sandstone rock uncovered by soil, but in some places grass and
bushes have got a footing upon it, and here and there is cultivated
space enough to support a family or two, or a little hamlet, but of
necessity it is a tract very thinly peopled and difficult of access.
To go over this ground is not easy; the paths from hamlet to
hamlet are but tracks marked by the passage of feet over the
sandstone, or sometimes down steps cut into it ; from the inacces-
sibility of the cliffs, and the steepness of the ravines, the ways are
tediously roundabout, and they are tiresome from the frequent rise
and fall.

This irregular combination of ridges, which sometimes trend
north-west and south-east (with the strike), and sometimes run across
that direction (at right angles to the strike), continues, as one
goes on, to a distance of ten or twelve miles from the outer skirt
of the hills; then we come to a wide longitudinal valley, such as
is called in the more eastern Himalayas a din.

The height of the more important of these ridges is commonly
as much as 2500 feet above the sea, and in the eastern parts they
rise even to 4000 feet. There is always a fall of several hundred
feet to the valley or diin; this is not in one step, but more by the
ridges becoming lower in succession; Dansil, a large village in
the middle of this diin, is some 1800 feet above the sea.

The flat valley varies in width from one to four miles; it is
itself cut through by ravines; close by Dansal a branch of the Tavi
flows along in a steep-cliffed ravine at a level some 200 feet below
the flat of the main valley ; the Tavi River itself flows in a similar
ravine, and at that low level winds across the din.

This longitudinal valley continues from some miles north-west
of Dansil to Basoll on the south-east, with the exception that
abont midway, near Ramkot, it becomes narrowed up and
indefinite ; east of that place it again widens, and thence on to
Basoli the space may be described as a plain or a vale, being low

"D



LT A VESewLT W IV 4w v

34 PHYSICAL CHARACTERS OF THE OUTER HILLS. [Caar. II.

ground bounded by the ridges north and south of it, itself cut
across by the valleys of many torrents that come from the
northern mountains. The width of these cross-valleys is some-
times a mile, and sometimes only a hundred or two yards; the
sides of them are.rocky banks, one or two hundred feet high, at
the summit of which is the flat of the dan.

The inner or northern boundary of this Dansal and Basoli diin
consists, in the eastern part, of the spurs of a considerable range
of mountains which belong to our next tract, and which here end
off the region of the Outer Hills ; but from about opposite Ramkot
for five-and-twenty or thirty miles to the north-west, intervenes
another range of hills and another valley, which make a space that
must be classed with what we have been describing. The range
goes by the name, along a part of its length at all events, of Karai
Thar, the latter word of which is the equivalent of *ridge.” It
has a steep face, an escarpment, to the south-west, for here the
beds are dipping to the north-east. Near Ramkot its height is
5000 feet, there it curves round and joins on to the higher
mountains; in the direction of Dansil 3500 or 3000 feet is the
common height of it. This range, too, is traversed by the Tavi in
a gorge; one of the main roads to Kashmir crosses it near Dansal
by a very steep ascent ; a few miles north-west of that it dies away.
Nowhere is it a simple ridge; when one has crossed the main line
and descended, other smaller rocky ridges have to be passed.

When quite clear of this Karai Thar we come into the suc-
ceeding valley, which is another din, that on which the town
of Udampir stands. It is a space some sixteen miles long and
five wide; it is a flat cut through in broad valleys which lie at a
level of about 150 feet below it; so much has been cut away by
these and by their smaller branch ravines that the extent of the
higher flat is not greater than that of the bottoms, so that the
whole space may be described, perhaps with equal truth, either as
a flat much cut down into wide hollows, or as a low vale with wide
flat-topped hills jutting into it from the mountains.

This diin narrows up on the north-west towards the lofty hill
called Devi Thar; it is bounded along its north-eastern side
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by spurs from the mountainous country; on the south-east it is
enclosed by the curving round of Karai Thér, and the junction of
that with the same range of mountains, which here definitely
brings to an end this outer tract of hills.

WESTERN DivisioN oF THE OuTeErR HiLrs.

The Chindb, which we saw to debouch into the plain country
near Akhnir, had before doing so passed for a distance of 20 miles,
from Riasi to Akhnir, throungh the Quter Hill region. Along
this 20 miles its banks are in places low, or, may be, cliffs of no
more than 100 to 200 feet in height; this is where the river
cuts across one of the flat longitudinal valleys. In other parts,
opposite the ridges, the river is bounded by high irregular rocks,
which is the range seen in section, not indeed at the full height of
it as it is away from the river, for the hills seem to lower as they
approach it, from both sides, before ending in the river-cliff, but
still having an elevation of some hundreds of feet.

Away from the Chindb we see that the plain country, which
we followed in its extent to the Jhelam River, is bounded on the
north by hills of the same character as those on the Jummoo side
of the Chindb. Especially for the first 20 miles west from that
river do the ranges correspond fairly closely with those enume-
rated on the eastern side.

But it should here be noticed that the run of the hills has
changed ; an examination of the map will show that east of
the Jummoo the lines of hill trend in a direction varying from
W.N.W. to N.W,, while past that place the run becomes more
northerly, and of the outermost range is due north ; at the Chinib
River the other change occurs; just beyond it the ridges have a
direction of some 20° south of west, which they hold for many
miles, till, gradually curving round, the inner ones, at all events,
regain their north-westerly direction.

I have gained a view, from the first summit of the high moun-
tains, a ridge nearly 7000 feet high, called Dragari Thar, behind
Pauni, that showed all this Outer Hill region—the parallel ridges,
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the intervening flats, the curving of the ranges as their direction
followed the changing strike of the rocks which constitute them—
plainly as in a map; for a length of a hundred miles each separate
ridge can be traced from this commanding spot.

To return to the part behind Akhniir. The outermost range
is of pebbly jungle-covered hills sloping easily to the plains, but
showing a steep fall inwards; this escarpment is ome of per-
haps 300 feet ; it is succeeded at its foot by a plateau much cut
through by ravines, so much so that the eye does not at once
distinguish that the summits are indeed so far flat and so much at
one level as to justify the name of table-land ; its level must be
quite 2000 feet above the sea ; a good portion of it is of bare rock,
the rest is covered with brushwood and has pine trees scattered;
only here and there are bits of tilled land by which a small popu-
lation is supported; the ravines cut through it to a depth of some
hundreds of feet, making steep cliffs of sandstone rock.

Farther to the north the rock rises up from this plateau along
a great length of miles with a slope of from 10° to 20°, coinciding
with the dip of the beds, regularly for 1000 or 1200 feet, till a
level of more than 3000 feet above the sea is reached ; thus a bold
narrow ridge is formed which continues regularly for many miles
with but small indentations ; the surface is in great part rocky, but
still bears many trees of the long-leafed pine. The ridge is sharp
and narrow ; the farther slope is yet steeper than that rocky one;
it is an escarpment properly and geologically so called, and a
really fine instance of one; for 20 miles without a break it con-
tinues with a face of 1000 feet of vertical height, at a slope of in
some parts 45° in some rather less, everywhere marked by varia-
tions according to the alternate outcrop of beds of sandstone and
of clay. :

The name of this ridge is Kali Thar, or Black Range, a name
given on account of the dark hue it has in some states of the
atmosphere when seen from a distance.

As we look from the summit of this towards the interior, we can
learn about the character of the ground in the remainder of the
breadth of the Outer Hills.
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We see first, that at the foot of this escarpment stretches a flat
valley one or two miles wide; this is one of the diins, and probably
it corresponds with that of Dansal, on the other side of the Chinab.*
This valley, though it may be called in a general way, and as
compared with the ridges that bound it, a flat, is broken by lines of
sandstone rock that project up; still a good part of it is cultivated
in terraced fields; again, it is cut into, for the greater part of its
length, by a great gully, narrow, 200 feet deep, that carries off
the drainage to the Chinib River; farther west, however, the
direction of the drainage alters, and the streams flow into the
Minawar Tavi.

Still looking from our escarpment-summit, we see that beyond
the valley lie numerous low lines of hill, an alternation of narrow
ridges and hollows, whose surface is mostly covered with brush-
wood ; these occupy some miles of width; behind them rise the
bolder slopes of the higher mountains in rich dark colours, inter-
mingled brown and green, backed by the distant snowy peaks.

West of the Minawar Tavl1, the ridges, plateaus, and hollows
do not continue to correspond with those we have traced out ; new
ridges appear in the line of the valleys; others disappear; others
coalesce. In fact, a new series of ranges has arisen, generally
resembling those we have been looking at, but not individually
representing them. By Bhimbar, what may be the continuation
of Kali Thar approaches nearer to the plains. Beyond, from the
neighbourhood of that place and of Naushahra north-westward,
extend several bold lines of hill, parallel ridges, with narrow
hollows between them, themselves broken by lines of rock.
These ranges are commonly 3000 feet high, parts of them rise
several hundred feet above that, and so continue for a good dis-
tance; the highest point marked by the G.T. Survey is a8 much
as 4391 feet.

While from the neighbourhood of Bhimbar such hills as these
run with a regular direction to the north-west as far as our boundary

* On the supposition of this correspondence, the two spaces of the plateanu and
the Kali Thar ridge together represent the much-broken ground and the successive
ridges that we saw to intervene between the first range by Jummoo and the Dansal
din itself,
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the Jhelam, there exists more directly to the west of it a wide
spread of lower hills which no doubt are geologically the equiva-
lents of our first outermost range, which had lately, as we came
west, become almost combined with the others, but now again
has separated from them, and composes this broad tract, of which
some detail must be given. From the plain by the left bank of
the Jhelam, bare hills rise on the north somewhat quickly, to a
not lofty ridge, of which the highest point is about 800 feet above
the flat; the top of the rise is the steepest part; it is an escarp-
ment facing south, composed of beds of clay, sand, and pebbles.
From this main ridge, which runs east and west, there jut out to
the .south very narrow spurs, quite sharp ridges, separated by
gullies; on the north of it the ground slopes with an incline at
first of 4° or 5° and afterwards with a much lower one, down to
the town of Mirpiir, the dip of the beds about coinciding with this
~ slope. Near the top, all the soil is of pebbles; lower down, the
sloping plateau is of sandy loam ; this, too, is cut through by steep-
sided ravines. Then, in one direction, this broken ground abuts
against the more marked ridges of sandstone hills before mentioned,
and in the other falls gradually to the valley of the Pinch River.

The variation of this tract from the general run and character
of the hills near is due to some bendings of the strata in a direction
different from that of the main disturbances.

The Piinch River just named is a tributary’ of the Jhelam;
it drains a large area of mountain country, collecting a number
of streams that rise in.the lofty Panjal Range; indeed it com-
bines all those which spring from that part of the Range north or
north-west of the branching off of the Ratan ridge. It drains also
a considerable area occupied by the mountains of intermediate
height, and no small space of the lower, outer, hills. Thus in-
creasing in volume, it flows past the towns of Pinch, Kotli, and
Chaumuk, and falls into the Jhelam in that part of the country we
were describing and now return to.

North of Chaumuk, there is first a partial repetition of the
characters of the ground by Mirpir; there is comparatively low
ground, and a line of pebble hills. Here the dip is south, Chaumuk
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being in a synclinal, or perhaps a basin. Then, a few miles
farther north, we come into irregular ground, made by low parallel
ridges of sandstone; line succeeds line gradually rising in height,
and so we find ourselves again among the marked ridges, the con-
tinuation of those before pointed out as extending to the north-west.

The lower hills lately passed had such trees as those of the
Jummoo jungle—the acacias and others, with the undergrowth of
brenkar shrub; on the higher ridges is forest of long-leafed pine.

So varied in form is all this ground that it is difficult to do
more towards its description than this without going into such
detail as could hardly be followed or remembered. I must be
content to say that, up to a line running north-west through Kotli,
we find those characters which have more than once been described ;
there are ridges composed of sandstone rock, sometimes gently
sloping on one side and steep on the other, sometimes steep on
both and sharp; some of these ridges continue for a distance,
others quickly change or combine; between them are hollows,
sometimes narrow, sometimes wider flats ; lines of rock spring up,
80 to say, in the line of the valleys, and, increasing as one follows
them, become in turn important hills; gullies or ravines that at
this present time effect the drainage of the ground, the latest
made set of hollows, now cross the lines of rock, now run parallel
to them, at times but little below the general surface, at others
cutting below it to a depth of a hundred or two feet.

As we approach the Jhelam, we find more sudden falls of the
streams and steeper slopes of the hills, the comparatively low
level of that line of drainage having induced a greater denuding
power in the streams near.

All this makes a country curiously varying in its detail and
almost bewildering, until the eye gets somewhat accustomed to its
characters, and enables the mind to refer them to the causes that
originated them—causes which cannot be here dilated on, but in a
few words may be spoken of as sub-aerial denudation, acting on
strata that have a generally persistent strike but an ever-varying
dip, strata of different hardnesses, and in respect of that quality,
subject to local changes.
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The Jhelam River, as it passes this tract, flows often between
steep rocky banks several hundred feet high; anon it reaches a
spot where a ravine coming down makes its margin accessible ;
again for a time more gradual slopes, or smaller cliffs that edge
some plateau, form its banks; still again it comes between high
cliffs, and in deep curves finds its way round lofty promontories,
such nearly isolated spots being often fort-crowned, as where
Ramkot and Mangla stand; then, at last, it debouches into the
plain, where it is bounded by low banks, and finds room to spread
and divide, to form islands with its ever-varying channels, and
otherwise disport itself as a river delights to that has escaped from
the mountains that restrained it.

CLIMATE AND VEGETATION.

It was necessary, in order to give a connected view of the form of
all this tract of country, to confine one’s description to that subject,
and not linger by the way to tell of other things. Little has been
said about the climate or the vegetation ; but now, although I am
not in a position to give much information about them, a few
remarks applicable to the Outer Hills generally may be useful.

For climate the year may be divided, as in the plains of India,
into three seasons ; here they thus extend :—the hot weather, from
April to June; the rains, from July to September; the cold
weather, from October to March. Taking the more inhabited
portions of the tract, of which the altitude may be from 1200
to 2000 feet, we find that in May and June they experience a
severe heat; the rocky surface of the ground becomes intensely
heated, and gives rise to hot winds, which blow sometimes with
regularity, sometimes in gusts. At night the temperature falls to
a greater extent than it does at the same season in the plain of
the Panjab; for the rocky surface loses its heat again, and the
irregularities of form produce currents which tend to mix the
heated air with the cooler upper strata.

The rains, beginning first among the higher mountains, spread
down to the outer ranges in the latter half of June, and, though
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often breaking off, seldom cease for the season without affording
moisture enough for the bringing on of the summer crops.

The rains ending with September, the country is left dry
for a time; its uneven form prevents the soil from retaining
much moisture ; by the drying of the country, and the decline
of the sun’s power, the cold weather is introduced. This is a
delightful season—a pleasant bright sun and a cool bracing air
make it one refreshing and invigorating after the dry heat of the
first part of summer, and the warm moisture of the latter months.
This bright cold weather is, however, varied by rainy days, which
bring rather a raw cold ; showers may be expected about the 20th of
December, or between that date and Christmas time ; and on the
higher ridges, at 3000 and 4000 feet, snow falls, melting almost as
soon as it falls. It is this winter rain that enables the peasant to
proceed with the sowings for the spring crop, and on the occa-
sional recurrence of such showers during the next three months
he depends for that harvest which the increasing warmth of the
months of March and April is sure to bring on well if the rain
has been fairly plentiful.

The only part of the year at all unhealthy is the latter
half of the rains; the natives date the beginning of it from the
flowering of the rice; it may be said to extend through part
of August, September, and part of October; during that time
intermittent fever much prevails. The type of fever is somewhat
worse than what abounds at the same season in the Panjab; it
is more of a jungle-fever, less regular in its times, and less easy to
get rid of. In some years fever is exceedingly prevalent over the
whole of this tract. I have heard that Ranjit Singh’s father once
took advantage of the inhabitants of the lower ranges being
striken down with it to make a raid on Jummoo.

The vegetation of the Outer Hills is for the most part of the
dry-tropical character.

The very outermost ridge, as before said, is covered with a
more or less dense forest of small-leafed acacias (4. Arabica and
A. modesta, called by the people Kikar and Phulai respectively),
with some of the Ber tree (Zizyphus jujuba) intermingled, and an
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undergrowth of the shrub Brenkar. This forest, which on the
hills occupies a dry pebbly soil, sometimes spreads down on to the
loamy ground of the plains ; probably in former times it grew over
a larger area of the plain, and has since been gradually cleared ;
the greatest space of flat ground now occupied by it is close below
Jummoo, the forest having there been preserved by command.

Farther within the hills there is not such a growth as to make
a forest ; it is rather a straggling bushy scrub, partly of the same
trees in a shrubby form, with Euphorbia (E. Royleana, or penta-
gona), which grows to a large size, and occasionally mango, pipal,
banyan, bamboo, and palm (Phaenie sylvestris). The streams that
flow in the narrow ravines among the sandstone hills have their
edges adorned with oleander bushes.

The long-leafed pine (Pinus longifolia, whose native names are
chil and chir*), a tree whose needle-foliage is of a light bright
green colour, is usually first found, as one goes inwards, on the
north slope of the outermost ridge. I have found it there at the
level of 1400 feet, but only in a stunted form. On the broken
plateaus and dry hill-sides of 2000 feet elevation one sees fair-
sized trees of it scattered about; at 3000 and 4000 feet, in
favourable spots, one finds whole woods of it, but even these are
not so thick and close as the forests of Psnus excelsa, which cover
the higher hills. The highest range of Pinus longifolia seems to
be 5500 feet, or it may be a little more.

Of cultivated plants we have in these lower hills nearly the same
kinds as in the Panjab, and over the whole area the same succes-
gion of two crops in the year. The winter crop, chiefly wheat and
barley, is sown in December (sometimes earlier, and sometimes
even later), and ripens in April; the summer crop of maize,
millet, and rice, is sown in June and ripens in September or
October. At one or two places (as at Syalsii, near Rajaori) rice is
raised by rain-moisture alone, but most generally it depends on
irrigation. Plantain and sugar-cane, though not largely culti-
vated, grow fairly well, they have even been introduced into
Piinch, which is 3300 feet above the sea.

_* With the cerebral r,
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CHAPTER III.

INHABITANTS OF THE OUTER HILLS.

THE DOGRAS — DOGRA BRAHMANS — DOGRA RAJPUTS — RAJPUT SUBDIVISIONS — RAJPGT
CUBTOMS — OTHER CASTES OF DOGRAS — THE CHIBHALIS.

TaE Race Map shows the Outer Hill tract to be divided between
two races, the Dogras and the Chibhilis; the Faith Map shows a
coincident line of division crossing the same country and separating
Hindis and Muhammadans. In truth, it is chiefly the fact of the
people in the western part having become Muhammadan that
causes a difference in the population, for the two divisions are of
one origin, not far removed. Before the introduction of the new
faith they were doubtless in part identical ; but now the religious
and social separation has caused differences, national differences,
to spring up which justify the distinction here made.

TrE Dogras.

The Dogris are of the great Aryan race that settled in and has
become the main population of India; those of that race who
spread into the mountains, or, rather, who settled in the lower
hills and went not into regions where snow falls, acquired, in the
long course of centuries, characters that distinguish them from the
inhabitants of the plains on the one hand, and of the higher moun-
tains on the other.

The settlers in the hills that edge the Panjib, at all events
those of them who have retained their Hindd faith, bear, as before
said, the name Dogré, while the country they inhabit is called
Digar. The origin of the name is this. Near Jummoo are two
holy lakes, Saroin Sar and Man Sar, which will in course be
described ; from these the country round was called in Sanskrit
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Dvigartdesh, or the “ country of the two hollows”; from this came
Digar, and from that Dogra.

The Dogras are divided into castes in the same way, though
with some local variation, as are the Hindis of India generally ;
these are partly the remnant of race-distinctions, and partly the
outcome of occupations become hereditary. The following list
gives the names of some of the castes in the order of their estima-
tion among themselves :— )

Brahman.
e e e ea . Mians.
Rajput; divided into {Working Rajpita.
Khatri.
Thakar.
Jat,
Banyd and Krar (small shopkecpers).
Nai (barbers).
Jiiar (carriers).
* & & »
Dhiyar, Megh, and Dam.

Something will now be said of most of these castes in suc-

cession, from the highest onwards.

DoGra BRAHMANS,

The highest is of course the Braliman caste ; to them, here, as
in other parts of India, is traditionally due from all other Hindis a
spiritual subjection, and to those of them who are learned in the
holy books it is actually given.

In these later times, that is, for the last ten centuries and more,
Brabmans have taken to other occupations besides that of con-
tinual devotion. We find them in the Outer Hills numerous as
cultivators; and in one part, in those villages north and north-
west of Akhnir, on the south of Kali Thar, they form the majority
of the inhabitants.

In physique the Brahmans do not much differ from the next
caste, who are to be spoken of with more minuteness. The
Brahmans are considered by the others to Le in character deep,
clever to scheme, and close in concealing.
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Doarx RAypPOTS.

The caste next in standing is the Rajpit. The Rajpits are
here in considerable numbers. They hold and have held for many
centuries the temporal power; that is to say, the rulers of the
country are of them.

The Dogra Rajpiits are not large men ; they are distinctly less
in size than Englishmen ; I should take their average height to be
5 feet 4 inches or 5 feet 5 inches, and even exceptionally they
are seldom tall. They are slim in make, have somewhat high
shoulders, and legs not well formed but curiously bowed, with
turn-in toes. They have not great muscular power, but they are
active and untiring.

Their complexion is of a comparatively light shade of brown,
rather darker than the almond-husk, which may be taken to repre-
sent the colour of the women, who, being less exposed, have
acquired that lighter tint, which is counted as the very com-
plexion of beauty; the hue indeed is not unpleasing, but it is
generally deep enough to mask any ruddy changing colour of the
face.

The men have an intelligent face, small features, generally
well-formed, a slightly hooked nose, a well-shaped mouth, dark
brown eyes. Their hair and beard are jet black; the hair is cut
to form a curly fringe below the pagri or turban ; the mustache is
usually turned up eyewards.

Thus the Dogra, and especially the Rajpit, is often decidedly
good-looking. Of the group of four men represented, from a
photograph, sitting in the ordinary fashion, the three with but-
toned-up sepoy coats are fair specimens of Dogris; the fourth is
a man of the next race, a Chibhali.

In character the Rajpiits are simple and clnldhke but this is
not true of those who have come much into contact with the
Jummoo Court. If taken in the right way they are tractable, else
they resent interference, and usually, if once fixed to a certain
line of conduct, they are obstinate emough in it. They stick
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closely to the prejudices they were brought up in, and are very
particular to observe their caste regulations; these characteristics
are common to the Brahmans and Rjpiits both.

In money-matters many of the Réjpits, and, indeed, the Dogras
generally, are avaricious, and all are close-fisted, not baving the
heart to spend, even on themselves. This character is recognized as
belonging to these hill people by the Panjibis, who in their turn
do not spend with half the freedom of the people of Hindostan
proper and the country below.

The Rajpits, particularly that class of them called Mians, who
will be distinguished farther on, have a great notion of the supe-
riority of their own caste, engendered by their having been for so
long the ruling class in these hills. And individual conceit is
common with them as well as this pride. It is frequently remarked
that when a Miin gets up in the world a bit he holds his head
high and thinks himself ever so far above his former equals. They
are indeed apt to be spoiled by advancement, and to some extent
the Miin Rajpits have already been so spoiled. This is by their
rule having become extended over such a width, and so many races
having come under it. Maharaja Gulib Singh was of this caste,
and the extension of his power led to the advancement of his caste-
brethren, who were and are in great part the instruments of the
acquisition and of the government of the dependencies of Jummoo.

Judged of in this capacity—that of agents and instruments
of government—we must allow to the Dogris considerable failings.
They have little tact; they have not the art of conciliating the
governed, of treating them in such a way as to attach them.
Those who are high in authority have not width enough of view to
see that the interests of both governors and governed may be in
a great measure coincident. As a rule, they are not liked by the
dependent nations even to that degree in which, with moderately
good management, & ruling race may fairly hope to be liked by
its alien subjects.

Still we must admit that the Dogras show, by their holding
such a wide and difficult territory as they do, some good qualities.
Seeing how in far-away countries, often in a cold climate thoroughly
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unsuited to them, sometimes in small bands surrounded by a
population that looks on them with no friendly eye, they hold
their own and support the rule of the Maharaja, we must credit
them with much patience and some courage.

Some power, too, they have of physical endurance; they can
endure hunger and heat, and exertion as far as light marching on
long journeys is concerned ; but heavy labour or extreme cold will
knock them up. Faithfulness to the master they serve is another
of their virtues.

Rajp0oT SUBDIVISIONS.

The Rajpiit race or caste has many subdivisions, most of which
have sprung up by the localization of families and their connection
with the rulers of the various small principalities into which these
hills were formerly divided. Thus we have Jamwal, Balauria,
Jasrotia, &c., as the names of those attached to, or possibly remotely
connected by blood with, the ruling families of Jummoo, Balawar,
or Jasrota. We cannot go into the detail of these smaller tribes
or clans, but one interesting and important division must be
described.

All over Northern India the Réjpit is traditionally the ruling
and fighting caste, that from which both the kings and warriors
were in old times taken. In these hills, where social changes come
slower than in the plains, this still holds. The late rulers, of the
time when there was a separate rajaship for every ten or twenty
miles, and the present one, whose father absorbed the smaller
states into his principality of Jummoo, were or are all Rajpits,
and great numbers of people of that caste find a place either
about the Court or in the army.

It was, possibly, at one time the custom throughout India for
people of the Rajpit caste to follow no other occupation than
service such as this. Here, at all events, a considerable section of
the Rajpits hold aloof from every other mode of getting a
living. But some have at different times fallen off from the
old rule of life and taken to other ways. By this circumstance
the Rajpits of these hills are divided into two classes; the men
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of the first class are called Miins,* while those of the second
we will, in default of a general name, speak of as Working
Rajpits.

The Mians follow no trade, nor will they turn their hands to
agriculture. For a Miin to put his hand to the plough would
be a disgrace. Most of them have a bit of land, either free or
nearly free of land-tax, which they get others to cultivate on
terms of a division of the produce. Their dwellings are generally
isolated, either at the edge of or within the forest or waste; they
are 8o placed for the sake of hunting, which. is their natural and
favourite pursuit.

But their profession, that to which they all look for a liveli-
hood, is, as they say, “service” ; by this they mean the service of
their chief or of some other ruler, either military service, or for
attendance not involving menial work or anything that can be
called labour. They make good soldiers; they are faithful to the
master who employs them, and they have a tendency to be brave.
The sword is their favourite weapon, and they are handy in the
use of it, while those of them who have had the practice of sport
are good shots with a matchlock.

The Dogri contingent of the Sikh army, which must have been
composed in great part of these Rajpiits, did well in Ranjit Singh’s
time, and I doubt not that the same class, if properly led, would
do good service again. But it is in the art of leading that the
Mians fail ; they seldom have those qualities which are necessary
for the making of a good superior officer. Warmth of temper,
quickness of action, and absence of tact, rather than steadfastness
and power of combination and of conciliation, are their charac-
teristics. )

The Working Rajpits are those whose families have, at various
periods, taken to agriculture, and so have become separated from
their former fellow class-men, and come down one step of caste.
They are no longer admitted to an equality with the Mians, though

* Mian (pronounced with & nasal n)is a Hind1 word, meaning ¢ master,” and used
a8 a respectful term of address. In different parts of India it has come to be applied
to different classes ; in the Panjaib, for instance, about Lahor certainly, it is the usual
title given 40 Muhammadans ; in these hills it is applied only in the sense stated.
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still held by them in some respect. As agriculturalists they do
not succeed so well as the older cultivating castes.

Many of the Working Rajpiits follow arms as a profession, and
are to be found side by side with the more exclusively military
Misns,

At this present time some few families of Miins begin to take
to the plough, but not many ; for the old system is recognised by
the Maharaja and so far encouraged by him that, other things
being equal, a Miin is most likely to get advancement in the
Government service. It would be quite within the power of the
Maharaja, as head of the caste in this neighbourhood, by gentle
influence and without anything like pressure, to break down the
restriction and get all, or nearly all, of the rising gencration of
Misins (so far as their circumstances fitted) to adopt the more open
rules as to occupation of their working brethren.

Rasrur CusToMs.

Till of late years, it was an almost universal custom among
the Mians to destroy every female infant born to them; the
custom was not peculiar to this caste or country; in other parts of
India it was, and even is to some extent, practised by certain
classes; by the Mians, however, it was, probably, as thoroughly
carried out as by any.

As soon as the girl-child was born it was taken from its mother,
and either buried alive, or, more rarely, exposed in the forest. I
have heard of some babies having been rescued from this last
state by passers-by, and taken into their families and brought up
by them.

The history and original cause of this custom of female in-
fanticide it is not easy to trace. Of late, at all events, the practice
has been supported on a feeling of dislike to seeing a daughter of
the family led away to another’s house. An impression of disgrace
is attached to this in the minds of people of the Miin caste. Still
one cannot be sure that this is not rather a result of the long-
continued practice than a cause of it. The expense of marriages

E
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has been given, and, as regards later times, with justness, as
one reason for this infanticide being committed. But I do not
think that in these hills the custom originated from the desire to
avoid expense. Rather I should be inclined to connect it with a
feeling that the work of the Rijpiits was essentially man’s work
as opposed to woman’s; that all their issue should be brought up
to arms ; that girls were out of place in their fumilies.

Not until the British occupation of the Panjib, and the exten-
sion of our influence over the hill country, did female infanti-
cide begin to cease. In the year 1846 much was done by the
British representatives persuading the natives of chief rank and
influence to agree together to exert that influence among their
own people for the end in view, and to lead by the example of
their own families. Maharaja Gulab Singh joined in this move-
ment heartily, and did much towards putting down the practice in
his own country. Female infanticide has there almost entirely
died out by now.

A necessary sequence of female infanticide, carried out so
thoroughly as it was by the Mians, was that the men of that caste
had to take a wife from some other caste; thus arose the custom,
that at first seems 8o contrary to usual Indian caste ways, of the
Miins marrying girls from the castes below them. The classes
thus honoured (for they themselves esteem it an honour) are first
the Working Rajpits, and then an agricultural caste called
Thakars, who will be mentioned farther on.

A result of this must be that the Mian blood is kept less pure,
and their race less isolated, than is the case with the castes
below, for with every such connection as we speak of there must
be a strain of the other breed introduced, while, on the other
hand, the Thakars, not able to receive into their own circle
any girl of the higher caste in exchange, intermarry among them-
selves, and so keep their race distinct. It is probable that the
Mians, as a race, have derived advantage from this bringing in of
fresh blood.

When the girl is brought home to the house of the Miin as
a bride—a bride may be of six or eight years old—she never
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again enters her former home; this regulation of the Miins
evidently was made in order that as little intercourse as possible
should be kept with the family with whom they had been obliged,
80 to say, to become connected.

Now that from the cessation or the great lessening of female
infanticide, girls grow up in their homes, the Mians no longer go
to the Thakars for a wife; they have begun to intermarry among
themselves; still, as occasion may suit, they take (to use their own
idiom) from the Working Rajpits.

Sati, or the burning of widows, is another of those old Hindd
customs that has disappeared from before the presence of the
English, and this has absolutely ceased within the country of
the Maharaja-

Though not practised in the case of everyone who became a
widow, yet it was followed as a general rule by more than one
caste, and was, probably, the most strictly carried out by the
Mians. It applied to all the widows of the deceased. The fol-
lowing frightful instance occurred on the death of Raja Suchet
Singh, brother to Maharaja Gulab Singh, and uucle to the present
Maharaja. Suchet Singh was killed at a place a few miles from
Lahor, in the time of the Sikh troubles; his home was at Rim-
nagar, in these hills. I am told, and on good authority, though I
would allow something for exaggeration of numbers, that he had
ten or eleven wives, and that the number of women in his esta-
blishment—attendants and all—was 300. Of these a few who
were with him committed sati at the spot near Lahor where his
body was burned. The greater number of them were at Ram-
nagar, and there his head was brought for burning; the wives and
women who were there, to the number of 150, gave themselves to
the flames with it. The sacrifice of the whole number was com-
pleted by those absent from Ramnagar committing sati at the
places where they happened to be when the news of their master’s
death reached them ; thus, at Jummoo, ten or fifteen of the women,
who were there at that time, were burned on the pile.

Of another such case 1 have been told by an eye-witness,
When Raja Hira Singh, the son of Raja Dhiyan Singh, was killed,

E 2
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his widows committed this suicide at a place called Parmandal,
near Jummoo. There was a large square stage made, built up of
fagots, with a rough roof raised over it; between the fagots ghi,
that is, clarified butter, was placed, to increase the violence of the
flames ; the women, twenty-two in number, were seated on the
platform ; the wood was fired, and the burning was finished without
a scream or a voice being heard from them.

But not always did the widow give herself up willingly to the
fate prepared for her by that stern master, social custom. At
times the love of life would be too strong, and the victim would
make an effort to save herself. I was told by an eye-witness of
such a thing, that happened at a village two or three miles above
Akhnir; a quite young widow was brought to her husband’s
funeral-pile, and, according to the custom, she was seated on it
with her husband’s head in her lap; but when the flames reached
and began to lick round her, she was unable to endure it, and
rushed out to escape from them. This was a thing that seldom
happened, and the disgrace of it was not to be tolerated now; the
people round—mostly her husband’s relatives and her own—drew
their swords, cut her down, and, heaping abuse on her, forced the
poor girl back on to the fire, and completed the ceremony.

These customs, of infanticide and sati, have, as before said,
been thoroughly broken, and the latter has been entirely abolished.
But it is curious to see how pertinaciously the Hindis here (and
the Mian Rajpiits as much as any and more than many) keep to
their caste customs as regards eating. A curious case came under
my notice, the relation of which will well illustrate this. Two girls
of quite low caste—of one of those tribes whom to touch is pollu-
tion for a Hindid—were left orphans at the age of eight and twelve
years. Two men of good caste obtained possession of the girls by
satisfying the claim of a creditor of their father’s, and determined
to turn them to good account. So they brought them to a village
where nothing-was known of the girls, and represented them to be
Thakarnis, that is, to belong to the caste of the Thakars, which
the Working Rdjpits can marry into. They then offered them in
marriage to one of these for his two sons, and in return the men
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were to receive 400 rupees. At the father’s request they them-
selves sat down and ate with the girls, by way of convincing him
that all was fair and above-board. After this they received and
got away with the money, and the marriage took place.

In a month or two the truth came out; the girls being ques-
tioned as to what they had used to do at home, said they used to
attend to the furnaces (for iron-smelting in these hills is carried
on by a low, though not the very lowest, caste), and they acknow-
ledged that Thakars did not eat from their hands. Great dismay
spread through the village on this discovery; not only had the
caste of all the people of that house been broken, but also the
caste of all those who since the wedding had eaten or drunk with
them.

Representation being made to the Maharaja, the matter was
referred to Pandits, and their report was endorsed by him. It
was to this effect: The two young men who had been married to
the outcasts (the marriage was, of course, void) were to go to the
Ganges, and the other people of the house to Parmandal, a holy
place near Jummoo, to wash ; and all were to expiate their un-
cleanness by fasting from eating for twelve days, or from eating
and drinking for four days; a similar but less severe course was
prescribed for those who had come into the unclean house and
eaten there; the people who through these last had had inter-
course at second hand (a large proportion of the inhabitants) were
to go to Parmandal and wash, and for one day fast; each and all
to begin with a purge.

I heard thus much of the carrying out of the Pandits’ decision :
the two who had married had started for Harldwar on the Ganges ;
the other people of the house went to Parmandal and fasted for a
considerable portion of the time marked out; then, their lives
being in danger, the Brahmans allowed them to drink milk for the
remaining days, and so they became clean again. The two im-
postors had not been caught ; imprisonment for life would not be
considered too severe a punishment for them.

While on Hindi customs, I will mention one or two more that
strike the attention of a stranger.
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When a man or woman dies at a good old age, the funeral
ceremonies are accompanied, not with signs of mourning, but of
rejoicing. They say it should not be as for one who was cut off
from this life untimely, that when one dies whose race was run,
who had lived his life, one should rather rejoice at the complete-
ness of it than mourn. I have often seen the procession to the
burning of such a one. All gaily dressed, went along with cheerful
music and cries of rejoicing, while sweetmeats or money were
scattered among the bystanders as at a wedding. Still among the
relations of the dead real grief would find expression in spite of
the efforts which on principle they made to hide it.

When a mother dies (and I think it is the same when a father
dies), the sons shave their beards. When, in the year 1865, the
Mahérani, the Maharaja’s wife, died, the theory of a paternal
government was so far extended as for the above rule to apply to
all the Hindi subjects, with & few certain exceptions. Barring
Sikhs (for whom to shave would be an abomination) and Brah-
mans, whose superiority of caste required an exemption, every
man of the Hindis had to make a clean shave. It may bo
imagined that it took some months for the country to recover
from the effect of that ordinance.

OTHER CASTES OF DOGRAaS.

To retwrn now to our account of the various inhabitants of
Digar.

After the Brahmans and Raijpits, come the Khatris. The
Khatris, both in these hills and in the Panjab, are the higher class
of traders, and also commonly the munshis, or writers. They are
generally less good-looking than the Rajpits, and are less inured
to physical exertion; but they are much keener, and are men of
better judgment and greater power of mind. From their being
thus better fitted for responsible posts, and from their wielding the
power of the pen, which, in the quietness of times that has come
upon this country, is a more important instrument than the
sword that formerly prevailed over the other, they have come
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to supplant, to some extent, the Rajpiits or Mians in place and
power.

Next come the Thakars, who are the chief cultivating caste in
the hills. I do not know with what class in the plains of India
one should correlate them. In occupation they correspond to the
Jats in the Panjab (of whom there are a few in the hills also), but
the two are not related; the Thakars are counted higher in
rank. Their name of Thakar is undoubtedly the same word that
in lower India is used for the Rajpits, though it has the first a
short instead of long. But I do not venture to say that they are
in any way related; at present, the only connection between
them is that above described—the one-sided custom by which
the Thakars’ daughters were given in marriage to the Rajpits
without any of that caste entering into the community of the
Thakars. They are a well-looking and well-made race of men,
a good deal like the Rajpiits, but of larger frame ; they are more
powerful in body but less quick in motion, and they have not an
equal reputation for courage.

Next below in estimation come some castes whom I have
bracketed together; their occupations are various, but in rank
they are nearly equal. These are Banya, Krar, Nai, and Jir,
with some others. They include the lower class of traders of
different kinds, shopkeepers for the most part small and petti-
fogging ; they include the barbers and others whose business it is to
minister to the wants of those above them, especially the carriers,
called kahars in the plains, but here called jiirs, whose occupations
are the carriage of loads on the shoulder, including the palankin,
and the management of the flour-mills worked by water.

Last come those whom we Englishmen generally call “low-
caste Hindis,” but who in the mouth of a Hindid would never bear
that name; they are not recognised as Hindis at all ; they are not
allowed even a low place among them. The names of these castes
are Megh and Dim, and to these must, I think, be added one called
Dhiyar, whose occupation is iron-smelting, and who seem to be
classed gencrally with those others.

These tribes are the descondants of the earlier, the pre-Aryan,
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inhabitants of the hills, who became, on the occupation of the
country by the Hindiis, by the Aryans, enslaved to them; they
were not necessarily slaves to one person, but were kept to do the
low and dirty work for the community. And that is still their
position ; they are the scavengers of the towns and villages.* Of
Dims and Meghs there is a large number at Jummoo, and they
are scattered also over all the country, both of the Outer Hills
and the next higher mountains, They get a scanty living by
such employments as brickmaking and charcoal-burning, and by
sweeping. They are liable to be called on at any time by the
authorities for work that no others will put their hand to.

A result of this class of labour being done omly by them is
that they are reckoned utterly unclean; anything they touch is
polluted ; no Hindd would dream of drinking water from a vessel
they had carried, even if they had brought it suspended at the
end of a pole; they are never allowed to come on to the carpet
on which others are sitting; if by some chance they have to de-
liver a paper, the Hindd makes them throw it on the ground, and
from there he will himself pick it up: he will not take it from
their hands.

The Meghs and Dims have physical characters that distinguish
them from the other castes. They are commonly darker in colour;
while the others of these parts have a moderately light brown
complexion, these people are apt to be as dark as the natives of
India below Delhi. They are usually, I think, small in limb and
rather short in stature; in face they are less bearded than the
other castes, and their countenance is of a much lower type than
that of the Dogras generally, though one sees exceptions, due no
doubt to an admixture of blood; for, curiously, the separation of
them from the ordinary daily life of the others does not prevent
an occasional intercourse that tends in some degree to assimilate
the races.

The Meghs seem to hold a position as regards the Diims some-
what like that of the Brahmans among Hindis: they are not

* I do not think the Dhiyars have this low employment though they seem to be
ethnologically allied to the Meghs and Diims.
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only counted by them as higher, but are looked up to with some
such special respect.

The Maharaja has done something to improve the position of
these low castes in engaging some hundreds as sepoys, for the
work of sapping and mining. These have acquired some considera-
tion, indeed they have behaved themselves in time of war so as
to gain respect, having shown themselves in courage to be equal
with the higher castes, and in endurance to surpass them.

Thus we see that the great majority of the people of Digar
are Hindis, with the remnants of the old inhabitants among them,
who cannot be said to be of any faith. Here and there, but
especially in the towns, are Muhammadans, following various
trades and occupations. In Jummoo, especially, there is a good
number of them, partly those who from various places have come
and settled there, partly those who, natives of the country, have
at different times been converted to Muhammadanism. Of these,
in all probability, are the julahs, that is, weavers, who form a
large proportion of the Muhammadans of Jummoo, so much so
that one ward of the town is called “the weavers’ quarter” It
may be worth mentioning, as one of the strange facts of the dis-
tribution of labour among castes and tribes, that the whole of the
weaving trade hereabouts is in their hands; there remains no set
of Hindis who follow that for a business.

Settlements of Kashmiris, also Muhammadans, have been made
in a few places in the Outer Hills. These people will be described
in the chapter on Kashmir.

TaE CHIBHALIS.

They are so called from the name of their country, Chibhal,
which is that part of the Outer Hill region lying between the
Chinab and Jhelam rivers. It would seem that the word Chibhal
comes from Chib, which is the name of one of the Rajpiit tribes.
Why that particular tribe should have given its name to the
country in question is not clear, but doubtless there is something
in its history that could account for it.
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It was stated before that these Chibhalis, Muhammadans now,
are in fact of the same race as the Dogrds, who have remained
Hindd. Several tribes of these Mubhammadans have the same name
as certain of the castes in Digar. Thus, some of the subdivisions of
the Hindd Réjpits, as Chib, Jaril, Pal, &c., exist also among the
Muhammadans ; and the more general designation of Mussalmin
Rajpit is commonly enough used.

These Muhammadanised Hindis keep to some of the old caste
rules; not, indeed, as to eating, for all Muhammadans will eat
together; but in the matter of intermarriage. They will either
marry in their own separate caste, or will take a wife from the
one below them, and give their daughters to the caste above
them.

Besides Rajpiits, there are many Muhammadanised Jats in
Chibhsl ; the Jat is the prevalent cultivating caste in the Panjab,
but it occurs but rarely in Diigar. In the eastern part of Chibhal
are Muhammadan Thakars. '

Besides these, there are many races among the Chibhalis whose
origin it is not easy to discover. An important and high caste is
one called Sudan ; it prevails in the part between Pinch and the
Jhelam ; it has a position among these Muhammadans nearly like
that of the Miins among the Dogras. A general name for this
and the other high castes of Chibhal is Saha.

In the higher part of the Darhal Valley, to the north-east of
Rajdori, are some people who are called Maliks. This is a
Muhammadan title given by Akbar. The Maliks were appointed
by that king to the charge of the Passes that led into Kashmir.
Villages were granted to them to be held by the tenure of this
service; they were to defend the Passes, and appear in. the field
when required with from-100 to 500 men;* the charge became
hereditary, and these Maliks of Darhél, as welleas those on the
other frontiers of Kashmir, doubtless represent the original officers
of Akbar. 'What race they were of to begin with I cannot tell ;
these at Darhil, though in some respects resembling the rest of
the Chibhalis, still have something distinctive in their appearance ;

* I have here quoted from Baron von Huegel.
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for instance, their beards are long and waving. They give their
daughters in marriage to the Jarals of their neighbourhood ; these
are Muhammadan Rajpiits, of whom, for the last seven or eight
generations, the rulers, the Rajas of Rajéori, have come.

The Chibhalis, on the whole, resemble the Dogras, although
the Muhammadan way of cutting the mustache makes a difference
that strikes one at first. The Chibhalis are, I think, stronger,
more muscular, than the others, and are quite equally active.

In the extreme north-west of Chibhal, and beyond it as well,
on the borders of Kashmir, are two races somewhat different from
the rest, but still near enough to them to be classed under the
same general name of Chibhali. These are the Kakkas and the
Bambis; they people the banks of the Jhelam between Gingal
and Muzafarabad, and up the lower part of the Kishanganga
Valley. The Bambas prevail on the right bank of the Jhelam,
and the Kakkas on the left. I know of little difference between
the two; their ground is generally spoken of as “ Kakka-Bamba
country ”; they are stout, strong-built fellows, with a good cast
of features, that may be described as intermediate between that of
the other Chibhalis and that of the Kashmiris; they have a less
pleasant expression than either, for in disposition they are some-
what surly.

Lower down the Jhelam River, west of Kotli and of Mirpir,
there is a caste or tribe called Gakkars; these, with other high
castes, would be classed as “Sahi.” They were people who for
long sustained their independence in the hills, even against power-
ful enemies. They are most numerous, perhaps, on the right bank
of the river, in the British territory, where are remains of build-
ings—palaces and forts—of the time when they had their own
Raja. The fort called Rimkot, on the left bank, was, I was told,
built by one Togli, a Gakkar.

Going back to the eastern part of Chibhél, we are on the
boundary-line of Muhammadans and Hindis. A hundred years
ago, probably, the former were encroaching, and the boundary was
gradually coming eastward; but now, certainly, no such advance
is being made. The Muhammadans on the border were not, and
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are not, very strong in their faith; they retain many Hinda
fashions, and some even have an idol in their house. Till quite
lately it was their custom to marry Hindi women of the same
caste, and these remained Hindid, and did not adopt Muhamma-
danism. This is no longer done; but when I was in the country
some women of that sort were still alive.

The Faith Map shows, within the area of Chibbal, a few
patches of the colour that represents the Sikh religion. Some
villages near Muzafarabad are inhabited by Sikhs; they are set-
tlements, two hundred years or so old, of people of that sect from
below.
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CHAPTER 1V.

JUMMOO AND THE COURT.

THE CITY OF JUMMOO — THE DAILY CUSTOM OF THE OOURT — SPECIAL DARBARS — A
HUNT — A ROYAL MARRIAGE.

JuMMo0, the largest town in the Outer Hills, is also the capital.
All the countries that compose the Juramoo and Kashmir terri-
tories, whether the distant regions of Ladakh, Baltistin, and
Gilgit, whether Kashmir itself, or the nearer yet still extensive
districts on the south of the lofty mountain ranges, are governed
from that city, which is the home and bead-quarters of the Maha-
raja and his Court.

The position of Jummoo, with relation to the whole extent of
the dominions, is not one that would have been selected for a
capital. Its distance from Kashmir, the most populous part of
them, and its still greater distance—amounting to 300 and 400
miles—from the northern and eastern portions, renders it incon-
venient, and, for the inhabitants of those farther countries, almost
inaccessible. Capitals, however, more usually owe their existence
to a growth under, so to say, natural influences than to deliberate
choice. Jummoo, as will have been learnt from the introductory
chapter, has such an historical connection with all the countries
now ruled from it as accounts for its present position. The addi-
tions to the original principality of Jummoo having been made in
every direction but that of the Panjab, the capital has at last been
left almost at the edge of its large dependencies.

Not only have the fortunes of the Maharaja’s house been bound
up with Jummoo, but their inclinations, too, have remained to-
wards this their native place; so that, probably, it has never
entered the head of either Maharaja to change the seat of govern-
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ment, although there is such a country as Kashmir to tempt
them. ‘

It is, however, the custom for the Court to go to Sirinagar, the
chief place in Kashmir, sometimes every year, and sometimes less
often, for a few months; partly to avoid the heat of the lower
land, and partly that the affairs of Kashmir may be looked into
more_c]ose]y, and that the people of the distant countries may
have a shorter journey to reach the Court, if business draws them
to it.

Tae City or JuMMOO.

The city or town of Jummoo is built at the very first rise of
the hills out of the plain, on a slightly-sloping platcau 200 to 300
feet above the flat country, and some 1200 feet above the sea.
This is part of the outermost ridge of hills; the ridge is here cut
through by the valley of the Tavi River, which flows out to the
plains at a level more than two hundred feet below the plateau the
town is built on, between steep but wooded banks.

Coming to it from the Panjab, one passes, while still on the
plain, through two or three miles of the close forest of -acacia
trees with bushy underwood ; then one comes to the river-bed, an
expanse of rounded pebbles, with the stream flowing in the middle
—a stream usually shallow and gentle, but which is sometimes so
swollen with floods as to rush with violence over the whole wide
bed. As one fords this Tavi River, one sees how, in coming from
the upper country, it breaks through, so to say, the outermost
range ; on its right bank the hill on which Jummoo is built, and
on its left a corresponding one, crowned by Bao Fort, form, as it
were, & gateway to the inner country.

To reach the town after crossing the stream, we have again to
pass through the wood, along a narrow lane, at a turn of which we
find ourselves in front of the principal gate, placed at the top of a
short but steep ascent. .

At this spot travelling on wheels comes to an end; from here
onwards carriage is performed by camels, pack-horses, elephants,
or coolis. The bullock-carts that np to this point have been the
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great means of goods traffic are left here, and their contents are
brought into the city mostly on men’s backs. ‘

At the gate are stationed a guard, writers whose business it is
to report arrivals, and custom-house messengers. After passing
this entrance, in doing which we come on to the plateau, we
advance on more level ground, along a wide street or bazaar, which
gives the promise of a comfortably-built town ; but a little farther,
and one suddenly becomes lost in a maze of narrow streets and
lanes of low single-storied houses and little narrow shops. The
way is crowded, and business is brisk, and most of the people have
a well-to-do look. A mile or so of this, on a gradual rise, brings
us to the centre of interest of the place—an open, irregular square,
called the Mandi, or Public Place.

The Mandi is the spot where all the business of the Govern-
ment is done; it is entirely surrounded by Government buildings.
On three sides are public offices, built with comsiderable taste;
their lower stories have a line of arches that suit the native
practice of doing business half out of doors. The farther side of
the square has a nearly similar building, where the Maharaja holds
his ordinary daily Darbar or Court ; behind this is seen the more
lofty pile of the inner palace.

The area of Jummoo is about a square mile; its population
has never been counted ; by guess, I should say that it is between
15,000 and 20,000. The town is bounded on two sides by the cliff
or steep slope that overhangs the river-bed. Some of the buildings
of the Maharaju’s Palace are placed at the very edge of the most
precipitous part, and they command a view over the flat valley of
the river, where it widens above the gorge, over alluvial islands
covered with gardens and groves, on to inner lines of hill with a
surface of broken cliff and scattered forest, and to higher moun-
tains beyond, which are often snow-covered. The steep slopes
close at hand, and those of the oppusite hill, are clothed with the
same forest that covers the plain through which the town was
approached ; it gives shelter to a good deal of game, chiefly pig,
spotted deer, and nilgde, which, from the strictness of the game
laws, are found up to the skirts of the city.
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Jummoo is not a walled town, though partial defences have at
different times been erected. Towards the river the steep bank
has been trusted to, though it is by no means inaccessible. On
the south a wall runs along the edge of the high land, pierced by
the gateway through which the road from the Panjib enters.
On the west and north-west the place is bounded by nothing
but the jungle, which, indeed, would be a greater help to the
besiegers than to the defenders, as it is thick enmough to hide
from view, but not to prevent an advance through it.

With the exception of the Palace and the public buildings
surrounding the square, there is not much that is architecturally
attractive. Nearly all the city, as before said, is of single-storied
houses, which one quite overtops in going through the streets on
an elephant. But there rise up among them a few large houses,
what may be called mansions, which have been built by some of
the Court people, or of the richer merchants of the place; the
house of the family of the chief ministers, Diwan Jawala Sabai,
and his son Diwan Kirpa Ram, especially, is a large pile of build-
ings. Then at one edge of the town, in a picturesque position
overlooking the river valley, are a few houses built after the
fashion of those that Englishmen live in in India; these the
Maharaja has erected for the accommodation of European tra-
vellers, whether stray visitors or guests of his own, who now and
then reach Jummnoo.

The convex-curved spires of the Hindi temples are conspicuous
objects ; the principal one, in the lower part of the town, is a plain
but fine, well-proportioned building ; and in the same quadrangle
with it is a smaller, gilt-domed temple, built in memory of Maha-
raja Gulab Singh. New temples arise; of late years several have
been built; one of these has been erected by the chief minister.
As one approaches Jummoo through the plain, its tall spire and
gilt pinnacles catch the eye from afar.

Jummoo, though it is a good deal resorted to for trade and
other business, is not usually liked by natives as a place to live in.
The comfort of a native of India depends very much on the
accessibility of good water, and here one is obliged either to use
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the water of the tanks, not really fit for drinking, or to fetch the
river water from below. Fuel, too, is dear, from the strict pre-
servation of the forest. For anyone at all used to active habits,
the confinement attendant on the situation of Jummoo prevents it
from being considered at all a pleasant place; the paths and roads
are of the round stones of all sizes that make up the mass of the
hill, and for two or three miles one cannot get clear of them, nor
of the thick forest. The only redeeming point is the beauty of
the prospect. We have seen how, from the edge of the cliff, a
wide view opens of the nearer ridges of the Himalayas, with peeps
of the more lofty mountains behind. From other points we can
look south and west over the plain of the Panjab, and from our
elevation can command a great and beautiful expanse of it. Near
at hand are rounded masses of the green foliage of the forest;
beyond is more open ground, with villages scattered, and the waters
of the Tavi, in its various channels, shining between ; in the dis-
tance the hues change to grey and purple, but the land ends off
with the sharp line made by the earth’s curvature, distinct as the
horizon at sea.

Tae DaiLy CustoM oF THE COURT.

It is when the Maharaja is sitting in public Darbér, holding
open Court for the hearing of petitions, that the Mandi has its
liveliest appearance. For the morning Darbédr he will take his
seat, at nine or ten o'clock, beneath one of the arches of the
arcade, on the cushion which here answers for the throne, accom-
penied by his eldest son, and surrounded by his ministers, and
with, may be, from fifty to'a hundred other courtiers and attend-
ants seated round against the wall, at distances according to their
degree.

For some months of the cold weather of several successive
years, I was myself a daily attendant at these Darbirs, which are,
indeed, the occasion for all of a certain standing at Court to pay
their respects to the Maharaja—to “put in an appearance,” to bs
present, as the Indian idiom has it—whether other business requires

them to come or not.
F
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Each and all sit cross-legged on the carpet, only the ruler him-
self and his son having the flat round cushion that denotes
superiority. Perhaps some readers require to be told that all
natives of India doff their shoes on coming to a carpet or other
gitting place; here, from the Maharaja downwards, all of them
are barefoot ; their shoes are left outside, and socks they are not
used to.

Thus seated, then, and supported, the Mabaraja looks out
down on the petitioners who stand in the Square, which is some
feet lower than the room. Each coming in succession, according
as their petitions, previously written on stamped paper and given
in, are called on, stands in front with hands closed, in the attitude
of supplication, while the prayer is read out.

The subjects of the petitions are wonderfully varied ; perhaps
an employé will ask leave to return to his home, or to take his
mother’s ashes to the Ganges; next, may be, a criminal is brought
to receive final sentence; then a poor woman, with face veiled, will
come to complain of some grievance or other; or a dispute about a
broken contract of marriage will have to be decided. These are
all listened to patiently enough, and on the simpler cases the
decision is given at once and written on the petition. The civil
and criminal cases have usually been previously inquired into by
judicial officers, in the courts of first instance, and perhaps have
even been adjudicated on by the Appeal Court of Jummoo or of
Sirinagar, but it is open to suitors and complainants to try their
fortune with the Maharaja himself. The Maharaja does his best
to get at the truth; will examine and sharply cross-examine the
witnesses. It frequently ends in his referring the matter to the
magistrate for investigation; in which case it will be again
brought before him for final decision.

During this time the Square is thronged by numbers of people
of such a variety of races as is not often seen even in India.
There are men from all parts of the dominions. Some from the
higher countries, come to find work at Jummoo when their own
homes are deep-covered with snow; others are here to prosecute
a suit, for which purpose they are ready, and sometimes find it
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necessary, to give up months of their winter. There are Kashmiris
and Baltis by scores, Paharis of various castes, Ladakhis occa-
sionally ; some recognisable at once by the cast of their features,
others by a characteristic way of keeping the hair; the stalwart
heavy frame of the practised Kashmiri porter too is unmis-
takable. - Then from beyond the territories come occasional tra-
vellers, ag Yarkandi merchants, or pilgrims to Mecca from farther
off still; while from the west there is always a succession of
Kibulis and other Pathéns or Afghdans. Horse merchants from
Kabul are always finding their way to Jummoo to sell their
animals to the Government, while wild fellows out of the villages
of that country or of the neighbouring Yisufzai come eagerly to
take service among the Irregulars of the Mabaraja’s army.

Thus till nearly noon the whole town is alive with business in
the streets and with Government work in the Square. Then the
Court breaks up, and the Maharaja goes in to his dinner; the
ministers disperse to their homes, each of them accompanied by
a string of followers, or “clientele,” who will now be able to get
a hearing from their patron in the half hour before dinner; the
offices close, the guard of honour is dismissed, and in a very fow
minutes the Square is quiet and almost deserted.

So for three hours it remains; and for that time business is
slack in the bazaars, till men, waking up from their siesta, bestir
themselves again. At four or five o’clock the Maharaja usually
comes out for a ride ; his elephants and horses have been waiting
at the Palace-gate; the ministers had gone in and now accom-
pany him out, one of them probably mounting on the same
elephant with him, or if the Maharaja chooses to ride on horse-
back, all will closely follow him. Orderlies run, some in advance
to clear the way, and some at the Maharaja’s very side, even
holding on to his saddle-trappings. The natives of India are not
ashamed of, and do not in any way dislike, this close attendance,
which adds both to their state and their safety. They are puzzled
to understand how it is that Englishmen like better to walk
alone.

A three- or four-mile ride, a visit to some building in progress,
r2
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or to one of the temples, perhaps flying a hawk, or paying respects
to his spiritual adviser, the only person whose house he enters,
these pursuits fill up the time of the Chief till dark, and then
the evening Darbir begins.

This will probably be a more private one; or the Mian Sahib,
the Maharaja's eldest son, will likely hear petitions, while his
father does business with some of the ministers apart. It must
also be borne in mind that business is not the only thought of &
ruler while sitting in Court. The Darbér is not like the Kachahri
of a Deputy Commissioner in our Indian Provinces, from which he
runs away the moment he can get free. It is at the same time
a social meeting ; a chief opportunity for the ruler to see people
from all parts, and to hear—if he will choose to ask, and they are
straightforward enough to give—opinions on what is going on in
the world. So conversation often alternates with work, espe-
cially]in these evening Darbars, which thus last on till eight or
nine o’clock, when all disperse to their homes to supper and bed.

Such are the every-day customs of the Court, which are followed
with great regularity.

r SPECIAL DARBARS.

There are certain days, days of festival, when special Darbars
are held in somewhat different form. These four — Basant
Panchmi, Nauroz, Sair, and Dasera — particularly should be
noticed. "

Early in our year, on the fifth of the Hindd month of Magh,
the feast of Basant Panchmi is held in honour of the coming of
spring, which by that time is thus near that the very coldest
weather has gone by and the tide of the season has turned.

Everyone on that day wears yellow, some dressing completely
in that colour, others only putting on a yellow pagri.

" It is the custom on this and on the other three days above
named, for the Maharaja’s servants to bring him a nazar, a present
—usually of money—according to the means, or rather in propor-
tion to the pay, of the giver. This has now become so regulated
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that everyone is on these days obliged to give from a tenth to a
twelfth of his monthly pay. These sums amount in the year to
what is equivalent to a three-per-cent. income-tax, levied, howerver,
only on Government servants.

To receive these presents and to do honour to the day, a
grand Darbar and parade of troops is held. The first time I was
present it took place in the open, on a raised platform at the edge
of the Parade-ground, beneath a large shamiana, or awning. The
Maharaja and all the members of the Court came in procession
from the Palace, on elephants and horses decked in their most
gorgeous trappings; the elephants are almost covered with long
velvet cloths embroidered deep with gold, upon which the-howdahs
are mounted.® The horses are handsomely caparisoned with velvet
and gold saddle-cloths and jewelled head-stalls.

The Maharaja, dressed in yellow and silver, takes his seat upon a
cushion covered with a silver-embroidered velvet cloth of the same
colour; for yellow pervades the whole ornamentation. Then the
troops, who were drawn up in line all round the Parade, in number
from between two and three thousand, after a general salute, march
past, and at the same time the presentation of nazars begins.

First the Mian Sahib and his younger brothers put before theig
father bags of gold coins ; the chief Diwan follows with a smaller
number, and the other ministers and courtiers in succession give
something, either in gold or rupees. The number of coins pre-
sented, when not calculated upon the income (as it is not with the
few higher members of the Court), is always an odd number, as
11, 21, or 101. Then the servants of lower rank come forward,
each being presented by the head of his department ; the name of
each is read from a list, and the amount of his nazar is marked
down ; those that are absent will have the sum deducted from
their pay. So a large heap of rupees gradually accumulates m
front of the Maharaja.

All through this time, besides the hum and hubbub of so many

* Here are none of the canopied howdahs common in the states of Hindostan ;
ours are in the form of trays with upright sides; they are covered with silver or
silver-gilt plate ; there is room for three people to sit cross-legged in each.
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people pushing impatiently forward to come in front of His High-
ness that their salaam may be noticed, there is the noise of the
bands of the regiments as they march past ; or, when that is over,
of the dancing and singing of the dance-girls, who from the first
have been waiting in numbers. But with all this the Mabaraja
will find occasion to give a kind word to some old servant, or a
word of encouragement to the son of one who may be presented for
the first time, showing by his greetings how good a memory he has
for people and for faces. Then, later, a few poor people, perhaps
gardeners or such, on so little a month that the tenth of it would
not amount to a piece of silver, will come with a tray of fruit or
vegetables, and be happy if the Maharaja takes notice of it.

When all have passed, a little time may be spent in watching
the nauteh, or dance, and then, the Maharaja rising, the assembly
disperse.

Much the same thing as this goes on in Kashmir without the
presence of the Maharaja; at least, there is the full-dress Darbir
with music and dancing, while the servants of Government deposit
their nazar in front of the gaddi or cushion which is placed to
represent him.

The next periodical Darbér is on Nauroz, a Persian festival
introduced into India by the Muhammadan rulers, and now kept up
even in such a thoroughly Hindia Court as this. It is here cele-
brated in just the same way as the last, without, however, the
prevalence of yellow in the dresses. ‘

The third festival is called Sair; it is held in the autumn. In
this, which lasts for several days, not only the Government
servants are present, but heads of villages, tradespeople, work-
men, and others, from many days’ journey around, come in, bring-
ing with them for presents specimens of their work, or of the
products of their land or neighbourhood. On this day green is
the prevailing colour worn.

The fourth and last of the nazar-darbar days is Dasera. It is
a great festival, celebrated all over India in memory of the victory
of Rama, or Ram, one of the chief heroes of Hindit mythology,
over Rawan, or Ravana, the King of Ceylon. The several inci-
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dents of the war, as told in the Mahabharata, are illustrated during
a succession of days. Dasera is the last of these, when an immense
image is placed to represent Rawan; Sita, the wife of Ram,
whom Rawan had stolen away, personated by a boy dressed up,
is carried towards, and lets fly an arrow against him. This is the
signal for a general assault, and in the midst of the roar of artillery
the images of Ram’s enemies are blown up, burnt, and destroyed.
1t is just before this climax that the nazars are presented.

As this Darbar is held at the beginning of the cold weather, it
is usually the first day of coloured clothes, pashmina being worn in
place of the plain white calico and muslin common through the
hot weather; so the dresses are gay and varied.

There are a few other feasts held which may have an interest.

Holi is a strange festival, a carnival indeed, the object and
origin of which are not very clear. It is a movable feast, and
comes in February or March. While it continues the Hindiis free
themselves, or at all events consider that they have a right to be
free, if they choose, from the restraints of decorum, and indulge
in fun.

In some places and in some Courts the carnival is kept up with
great spirit for many days. Ranjit Singh’s Court was noted for its
celebration of Holi. At Jummoo it lasts a week, during which
time business is attended to in the mornings as usual, but each
afternoon is given up to the rites and orgies of the Holl. All the
courtiers, dressed in white, take their seats, with the Maharaja, in
some open place; then there are distributed around handfuls of
yellow, red, and purple powder, which the people throw over one
another, till their faces and beards are completely covered with it,
and become of a frightful hue; then syringes are brought, and
coloured water is squirted about, till all, the Maharaja included, are
in as good a mess as can be imagined. At certain times, at a word
from the Maharaja, the two lines of people facing each other make
a mimic attack, by throwing handfuls of the powder and balls of
gelatine or glue filled with it, till the whole air is made dark with
the clouds of it.

On the last day the licence of Holi is allowed in the streets as
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well ; then no one can complain if, on going through them, he
be pelted with colour-balls, or showered on with tinted water.

Diwali is held at the beginning of winter. It is a day for the
worship of Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth; the characteristic of
it is illumination. Lamps are placed in long regular lines on the
cornices of all the public buildings, and hardly a house is left
without its own row of little oil lamps. The name of the day must
be derived from the Hindi word diva, a lamp. At this time
merchants collect their money in a heap, and bow down and
worship it. Gambling, too, is practised by nearly all on this day,
under the notion that it will bring luck for the coming year. In
the evening a dress Darbir is held.

It is the custom to begin illuminations early, almost before it
falls dark, and they are over by the time that in England they
first light up.

Lori® is a festival and religious ceremony, not, I think, general
through India, but observed in these hills and in the Panjib. The
religious part of it conmsists in offering a burnt sacrifice, but to
whom the sacrifice is made I never was able to find out. A large
fire is made in the Square; the Maharaja and his people, having
first made their obeisances in the temple hard by, standing round,
throw in handfuls of grain of all sorts, the signal for this being
the decapitation by sword of a white kid, the head of which they
throw into the fire first. The people keep the feast as well ; in
passing down the bazaars on this night, one has difficulty, in the
narrow streets, to avoid the fires that every here and there are
burning for the sacrifice.

In these and all other festivals and rejoicings, the chief enter-
tainment of the Darbér is the nautch, or dance. Twenty or thirty
dancing-girls are assembled, but the dancing is done by but one
at a time. She—followed closely by two or three men, each drum-
ming with their hands on a pair of small drums fastened in front
of them, end up—advances with short steps taken on the heel,
almost without lifting the foot off the ground, so that the move-
ment is hardly indicated by any change in the position of the
Jody. This is accompanied by stretching out and posturing of

* This word has the cerebral r.
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the arms and hands in as elegant a fashion as possible ; and the
women of India have generally very well-formed hands and arms,
which their tight-fitting sleeves show off.

Then the girl begins a song of a somewhat monotonous melody,
pleintive in effect, but partly spoiled by the shrill and loud tone it
is given in. Here the accompaniment of the men with drums
comes in, and they join their voices, too, exceeding the lady in
volume of sound and in harshness.

The women are dressed not untastefully, except for their
fashion of high waists. They have a gown with a long skirt in
many gathers, usually of coloured muslin; over their heads they
wear a chadar, or long veil, often of muslin inwoven with gold ;
this is used by modest women to keep the face from the view of
strangers; here it is held and moved about in graceful ways, and
made of more service to set off than to conceal the beauties of the
wearer. Over the forehead hang gilt or golden ornaments, and
round the ankles are string§ of little round silver bells, which are
made to tinkle in time with the dance by striking the heels
together. :

There is no real dance, either of steps or figures; it is simply
advancing and retiring to music ; the end of it, apparently, is the
display of the girl’s face and of the graceful movements of the
arms. Although for us, who are used to greater variety and
activity of movement, and are used to seeing women unveiled,

. these nautches are tame enough, and, after the first, hardly worth
looking at, yet they are certainly much enjoyed by the people of
India. The song, too,is much thought of and delighted in. At our
Darbir all sit gazing continuously ; there is seldom any conversa-
tion held during the time; all solemnly look on and listen.

A Honr.

The Maharaja is fond of sport, and he preserves closely for
some twenty miles on each side of Jummoo, along the foot of the
hills and over the plain. The game is chiefly pig, but spotted
deer also are found. The hunting season is in the cold weathers
from October or November till March.

In some parts, where there is no open ground, the coverts are
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driven towards a line of stages * made among the branches of the
trees, on each of which sits a marksman, so as to be out of sight of
the game. A large bag is usually got from a drive of this kind.

The more exciting sport, however, is pig-sticking, for which
in some places the ground is well adapted. The way of it is this.
The rendezvous is from seven to twenty miles away from Jummoo ;
the kind of place chosen is where there is a good large covert, one
thick enough for the pig to be at home in, or else a field of sugar-
cane, with an open plain in front, and, if possible, no more cover
for half a mile or more. Preparations are made and orders are
sent out the evening before. Through the night, sepoys and watch-
men are going through all the villages that are to be called on for
their services, giving notice, by crying out with a loud voice, of
the place and time of meeting. It is incumbent on the inhabit-
ants to send one man from every house, and before sunrise these
take their way, stick in hand, and some with tomtoms and other
equally musical instruments, to the appointed place.

The Maharaja may start from Jummoo about sunrise; he is
accompanied by all his Court; they will, probably, ride to the
meet on elephants, Then there is a long procession of followers—
there are scores of led horses, then commonly a squadron of lancers
from one of the regiments; numbers of the Mians, who are always
eager for this sport; numerous attendants on the Diwins and
the Wazirs; bandigis, or orderlies of the Maharaja, carrying long
guns in a loose red cloth cover; men with dogs of various sorts
coupled together; baurids, men whose business is snaring, with
their short heavy spears and their snares; one or two Hakims, or
physicians, and many others who do not intend to take part in the
hunting, but come because there is nothing doing that day at
Jummoo.

On the party reaching the covert-side, the beaters—the vil-
lagers who had been collected, who are generally about 2000 in
number—are placed close in a line along one edge of the wood, and
the riders take up their places on the opposite side in such positions
as to have a vantage-ground for following up the pig when they

* The stage is called mannd, in Dogii; in Hindostani, mackan.
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break, without letting themselves be seen till such time as the
animal’s*retreat is irretrievably cut off. Then, when all is ready,
the signal is given by bugle, and the whole line of men enter the
wood together ; keeping as close and as well in line as they can,
they advance, beating every bush likely to conceal game of any
sort, and uttering various frightening cries. All this being accom-
panied by the report of blunderbusses and the discordant sound of
irregularly-beat drums. This, if well kept up, effectually drives
forward all the game. The progress is, of course, slow—slow enough
to keep in impatience the riders at the farther side, who from the
beginning of the beating have been watching, spear in hand, for
a break, First come out, as a rule, the jackals; then, perhaps, a
hare or two ; and later, when the line of beaters are closely near-
ing the edge, and there seems no other chance for it but to run,
the pig break, often doing so in a spore of ten or a dozen, and
make across the plain for the nearest wood ; and then begins the
rush.

In this “ royal ” hunt, with such a crowd of people mounted, it
is impossible to enjoy the sport at its best. Your run after the
boar you have singled out may be interrupted by some horsemen
who bave been waiting half a mile off, for the bare chance of
something coming their way; or after one pig as many as twenty
spears may be coming from different quarters, giving him no
chance for his life. However, there is something to be got from
it; a man well mounted is pretty sure of a spear or two, and often
enough a pig will steal away clear of the crowd, and give good
sport to the one or two riders who may have seen him.,

Some of the Court are really good riders and pig-stickers, and
go about their work like sportsmen ; but the majority think more
of slaughtering than of fairly riding, and are anxious to see a
large “ butcher’s bill,” without much caring how the victims fall.
The ways, indeed, are various; besides the spearing, they are
pulled down by dogs that are let loose on them; sometimes a
sepoy on foot will cut down a pig with his talwar, or sword;
some, again, are knocked over by the baurias with their heavy
spears ; and others are caught in the snares and there murdered.
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On an ordinary good day twenty or thirty are sure to be
brought in.

If in the course of the beating any number of pigs have broken
through the line—which they are very apt to do, as the men
will often let them pass through in preference to facing them—
the same jungle is beaten over again for a second chance, and
then perhaps another covert is tried; and so on, with, may be,
an hour’s rest for a picnic breakfast, till evening, when the whole
party return in order as before to Jummoo; and the beaters,
tired and hungry, take their way to their homes, having per-
formed a service which may be said to be one of the conditions
of tenure of their land.

Before starting for home the quarry is viewed, and each
successful man tries to recognise the pig he had the honour of
putting the first spear into. Then the Maharaja gives orders
for the distribution of the game. A proper proportion is sent
in for his own household. The courtiers get their share, and the
rest is probably sent to some of the regiments.

Not often, but now and again, a casualty occurs; but there is
very seldom a fatal accident. The boars are savage-enough when
attacked, and will charge boldly; but in such a meeting as has
been described they are sure to be overpowered by numbers;
still I have seen one bring down four horses in succession.

With a little more management and fewer riders the
sport would be fine, for the pigs are numerous, and the country
is good for riding, being only here and there broken by ravines;
indeed, in spite of drawbacks, we have had some memorable days’
hunting.

A RovAL MARRIAGE.

In the beginning of 1871 an event occurred at Jummoo,
which, from its unusualness, and from its well illustrating some
customs of the people and of the Court, may find a place in this
account. This was the marriage of one of the two daughters of
the Maharaja.

Such an cvent was unusual, because in former times, and
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down to only twenty-five years before, it had been the practice
as explained in the last chapter, for people of the caste to which
the Maharaja belongs—the branch of the Rajpits which hold their
traditional customs in purity, and allow their hands to be sullied
by no labour but the work of fighting or hunting —to destroy
their female children immediately after birth. The men, unable
to-find wives among their own caste-people, took them from the
caste next below.

So it happened that for long there had been no marriage of a
daughter of the house of the Rajas of Jummoo, though tradition
spoke of such a thing having, from some special circumstances,
occurred eighty years or so ago.

This practice of infanticide coming to an end in 1846, Maha-
raja Gulab Singh, a few years afterwards, opened his eyes to the
fact that he had a granddaughter, and was at a loss to know
to whom he should marry her. For it is no easy matter; the
giving of a girl in marriage is acknowledging yourself to be
lower in caste-standing tban the family she goes to, and there
were few in this part of India of whom he would willingly ac-
knowledge that. But a neighbouring Raja there had been, the
Raja of Jaswal, near Kangrd, whose family were ancient and
descent pure enough to satisfy the Jummoo family. He, how-
ever, had been dispossessed of his principality by the British, on
account of participation in one of those conspiracies and com-
binations that some of the Panjab chiefs made against our Power
in the interval between the two Sikh wars. At the time we speak
of he was detained a state-prisoner in British India. Him
Maharaja Guldb Singh begged off, explaining his purpose that
a scion of the'Raja’s family should marry his granddaughter.
8o for many years the Jaswil Raja lived in the Maharaja’s
territory, and now had come the time for the marriage of his son
with the present Maharaja’s daughter.

It had been delayed later than had been expected, and the two
were older than Hinda bride and bridegroom commonly are. The
bridegroom was about twenty, and the bride had reached fifteen ;
but now, at last, in the spring of 1871, all was ready.
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I had an opportunity of seeing the #rousseau, which was on
view in the Palace at Jummoo. With it was put the dowry.
Indeed, there is here no distinction between the two. The prin-
ciple is that everything, including cash, that can be wanted in a
household, should be supplied in quantity enough to last for many
years.

The things were laid out in one of the large reception-halls,
and, overflowing that, filled also side rooms and verandahs, while
the more bulky and rougher articles occupied the courtyard. It
was really a rich display. In front of the entrance was a heap of
money-bags—one hundred thousand-rupee bags—making a lakh of
rupees, the value of 10,0001. Close by, on trays, were gold coins to the
amount of 2500Z. Then, laid all over the floors in trays, were the
dresses, eleven hundred in number, both made up and in piece, of
muslin, silk, pashmina, and gold brocade, some undoubtedly rich,
and all more or less adorned with gold braiding or edging; with
many of them were gold-worked slippers, these long and narrow,
with the heel pressed down.

Next in importance was the jewellery, divided into two classes,
that of plain gold and silver, and that with precious stones, besides
necklaces of gold coins.

Near these were silver dishes for household purposes, and a
tray and cups of solid gold. Along one side were elephant and
camel trappings, including much of massive silver; and there was
some handsome ornamental saddlery, and silver bells and necklaces
for cows.

Then there were many miscellaneous things—fans of various
sizes and shapes; a large state umbrella, with gold-covered stick ;
drums and horns, and, strangely, dolls and balls for the bride to
play with.

We must not pass without notice the dhola, or palankin, in
which she is destined to be carried away, covered with gold bro-
cade; while five plainer ones are ready for the five attendants
who are to go with her. Outside were pitched a set of tents and
awnings, laid with handsome carpets, all part of the outfit; and
near at hand were exposed the household utensils—cooking-pots
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in number, and some of gigantic size for feasts; iron spits, and
other cooking contrivances ; axes, shovels, and a variety of other
things too many to enumerate ; numbers of horse shoes and nals.

The wedding and the feasting took up three or four days. On
the first, the bridegroom, with his father, came in procession
through the city, dressed in gold brocade, and veiled with a fall
made of strips of gold tissue. At nine in the evening, accompanied
by a great crowd, they reached the Square, where they were met
and greeted by the Maharaja, who retiring, the bridegroom and
his father were brought, amid the glare and noise of fireworks
and bombs, to the Shish Mahal, or mirror-room, and there sat
surrounded by their own chief people and a few of the Maharaja’s,
while a nautch was performed in front of them. After half an hour
the Raja and others left, and his son remained and had a light
meal—all this being fixed in their customs, even to what he
should eat.

After midnight, the bridegroom was carried inside the Palace,
and the marriage ceremony was performed. This is done in great
privacy; not even the bridegroom’s father is present, only the
Maharaja himself, one or two pandits (the officiating priests) and
one or two of the Maharaja’s near relations. This, of course, I
could not myself witness; but I heard of a curious part of the
ceremony. When the Maharaja is to give away the bride, as
the gift should come from both him and his wife, the Maharani,
being behind a curtain, is connected to her husband by a long
piece of cloth, and so made partner in the rite. The ceremony
took, I believe, two or three hours, and then the bridegroom,
leaving his bride still in her father’s house, returned to his
quarters.

Another of the strange customs is that when the bridegroom
comes to the bride’s house, as at this time, he is assailed by the
women of the household with abuse, and songs of abuse are sung
at him ; these, I believe, are composed of nothing better than the
equivalents of the usual Indian abusive terms.

It must be understood that the occasion is not supposed to be
one of rejoicing on the side of the bride’s party, but rather one of
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grief ; thus all the signs of enjoyment were on the bridegroom’s
gide. The fireworks and salutes and all were prepared by his people
only, and, on this same principle, we of the Maharaja’s Darbar
wore no better or gayer clothes than our every-day ones.

The next day there was nothing doing, except that the bride-
groom’s people held high festival at their own place, in which
none of our side joined.

The third day the Maharaja entertained the party at dinner.
The preparations were made in a courtyard having arcades on
two sides of it. The bridegroom and his father first came and sat
down for a while with the Maharaja, who was seated beneath an
awning on the roof, at a spot which commanded a view of the
whole ; then these visitors were conducted below, and all their
party (who amounted to 700) placed themselves according to their
own arrangement. All this preparation took a couple of hours.
At last all were seated, either under the arcade or in the open, on
strips of woollen cloth (which is supposed to have some special
character of purity as compared with other fabrics), or else, in the
case of Brahmans and a few others who do not eat meat, on a
platter, so to say, of leaves sewn together. Then the serving of
the meats, twelve or fifteen sorts, to each person, took nearly an-
other hour. They were put into leaf-cups, while for the rice a
leaf-platter was laid. At last, when the rice was served, a heap to
each man, the Jaswal Raja began his eating, and all followed suit,
and well made up for the waiting. For drink, water is the only
thing given. Sooun after this the Maharaja, who had been looking
on at the preparations, left, for neither he nor any of his people
were to partake with their guests.

The next was the last day of the ceremonies. The bridegroom
was to take away his bride. At two or three in the afternoon, he
came quite quietly on an elephant, and went inside the Palace,
while the courtiers congregated on the steps leading down from
the Palace-door, and all the people of the city looked on. The
procession, which was to be long, slowly began to file away. In
speaking of the dowry, I had not mentioned that a number of
horses, cows, camels, &c., formed part of it. These now headed
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the procession ; first proceeded 51 cows, then 51-buffaloes, adorned
with red and yellow clothing and with the silver necklaces; then
51 fine camels passed, with cloths of the same colours; 300 sheep
and goats, too, were collected, but they did not go out in proces-
sion. Next came coolies, carrying the trousseau; all the goods
described above they carried in covered baskets on their heads;
about one thousand men walking regularly in pairs; these were
followed by a hundred sepoys in full uniform, bearing each a bag
of 1000 rupees, thus was the lakh of rupees carried ; then the gift
horses were led out, showy in action and gaily trapped, followed
by three elephants, which also formed part of the dowry.

Immediately after these, appeared, from the gateway of the
inner palace, the dhola, in which were the bride and bridegroom ;
so closely covered was it that not a glimpse of them could be
got; this, too, was their first interview with each other, for they
had only met once before, and that was at the marriage ceremony,
when they were both veiled. The Maharaja accompanied the bride
and bridegroom to just outside his doors, and no farther. There
joined in the procession, so as to precede the dhola or palankin,
the singers and players with their tom-toms and their squeaky
instruments, while immediately in front of it walked five of the
Maharaja’s chief officers; then came the Miin Sahib, the bride’s
brother, on foot, holding the pole of the palankin. The procession
was closed by two of the Maharaja's treasurers scattering money
from an elephant; first gold pieces, of which one saw handfuls
glittering in the sun as they fell, and afterward rupees.

It should be told that a part, though only a small proportion,
of the trousseau was of presents from the Maharaja’s chief officers
and dependents, and other natives of standing, who were invited
from a distance. After a valuation, I concluded that the cost of
what the Maharaja gave, including cash, goods, and animals, was
about 70,0001.

The pair went at once to their new home, some 25 miles
from Jummoo, where there had been assigned a jagir or estate
for their maintenance.

I have given space for the description of some of the customs

@
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of the Court of Jummoo, both every-day and occasional ones, not
only for the interest that may be felt in the customs themselves,
but because the whole city is bound up in one way or another with
the Court, because 8o many thousands are connected with it either
directly or indirectly, and because all its doings occupy such a

large space in the daily business and in the minds of the people of
Jummoo.
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CHAPTER V.

VARIOUS PLACES IN THE OUTER HILLS.
RAST OF THE OHINAB — WEST OF THE CHINAB.

TaE plain at the foot of the hills, being for the most part capable
of cultivation and in great part already cultivated, is thickly
peopled; everywhere populous villages are to be found. But
when we are once on the hills themselves we meet with villages
rarely, and these but small; scattered hamlets and scattered
houses denote how scarce is land that can be made fit for tilling;
sometimes in little nooks and sometimes on steep hill-sides are
terraced patches of ground, whose owners either cultivate them
from the nearest village, or have made their solitary home close
by. In the dins, however, there are wider spreads of cultivated
ground, though separated from one another by dividing ravines.

A village in these parts is a collection of low huts with flat
tops, mud-walled, mud-floored, and mud-roofed. The floor and
walls are neatly smeared with a mixture of cow-dung and straw.
The roofs are timbered either with wood of one of the acacias or
with pine. They are supported by one or more pillars, which are
capped with a cross-piece some feet in length, often ornamented
with carving, that makes a wide capital beneath the beam.

There is no light in the rooms but what may come in at the
opened door, or through the chinks of it when closed, such a
complete shutting out of the air being equally useful in the very
hot and in the cold weather. The substance of the hut is a very
bad conductor of heat, and this character tends to keep the
interior of an equable temperature. I have often been glad to
retreat to such a place from the scorching sun that a tent is but a
poor protection against.

In front of the cottage is a level and smooth space, nicely

a2
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kept, where the people of the house spend nearly half their time,
and where their cooking places are arranged. The whole cottage
is, as a rule, neatly kept and carefully swept; the higher castes,
especially Brahmans and Rajpits, give, considering their appli-
ances, an admirable example in this respect.

The larger villages and the towns have a double row of shops,
what is called a bazaar, each of which consists of much such a
hut, with its floor raised two or three feet above the street, and
with a wider doorway, and in front of it a verandah, where the
customer may come and sit with the shopkeeper to transact
business.

Of the towns in the Outer Hills there are none besides Jummoo
of any great size, and there are only one or two others that can
be said to be flourishing, for the poverty and the thinness of
the population of the country round is against them. Since, how-
ever, some towns and some other places show features of interest,
we will proceed to visit a few and note what has appeared worthy
of observation.

East oF THE CHINAB.

Basoli was the seat of one of the Rajaships between which
the low hills were divided before Jummoo swallowed up so many.
A large building still remains that was the palace; it is now
unkept and almost deserted. The town had already decayed
but for the settlement in it of some busy Kashmiris, who by
their trade of weaving bring some prosperity.

Basoli is one of several places in the low hills, being at the
edge of a wood that is seldom disturbed, where the red monkey
abounds; the monkey, being respected by the Hindds and pro-
tected by the laws, has here come to be most bold, so he invades
the town in great numbers, clambering over the palace walls
and scampering across the chief open space of the town, and often
enough doing mischief.

A day’s march to the northward is Balawar, which is the
oldest seat of the rulers who afterwards went to Basoll. It is at
the foot of a brushwood-covered spur of hill, and has beneath




Cuar. V.] EAST OF THE CHINAB. 85

it a bouldery river-bed a mile or more wide. There are remains
of towers and walls that protected the place, some towards the
jungle, some at the edge of the cliff that overhangs the stream-
bed, and there is an old gateway at the top of the slope that gave
access from below. These, as well as the Mahal, that is to say
palace or mansion, the remains of which show it to have been
substantially built though not large, were the work of the Balawar
Rajas. One other building there is that still has repute; this is
an old Shivdwara, or Hindi temple, much ornamented with
carvings, in the sandstone that is the material for all the build-
“ings. Of this temple one side has fallen, and the rest seems ready
to follow, while the remnants scattered about of columns and
other pieces of masonry show that the buildings were formerly
more extensive ; the space around the temple is now all shaded
by large banyin trees, Balawar, as at present inhabited, is no
more than a village. '

Padd is a place of name a few miles from Balawar, of name
because it also was the seat of a separate rule, whose Rajas were
of one caste (a subdivision of the Rajpiits called Pal) with those
of Kuld, Bhadarwah, and Balawar, or Basoli; the four, being so
allied, were often at war with each other. The last five Rajas
of Padi, I hear, were—

Pur Napil. Avtar Singh (in the time of
Prithi Pal. Ranjit Singh of Lahor).
Jy Singh. Umed Singh.

Ramkot is a place some miles west, where used to live a
family of feudal power, whose lords were the Jummoo Rajas. Its
original name was Mankot, and- the family of Miins who held it
are called Mankotia Misns. It is not long since the new name
was given to the place. There is a large fort, which has
been handed over to the Maharaja's new son-in-law for a dwelling-
place.

Ramnagar, some miles north of Ramkot, is where the Outer
Hills join the Middle Mountains. It is built at a height of 2700
feet above the sea, on a small triangular platean, which is cut
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off on two sides by ravines, and connected along the third with
the slopes of the hills that surround and shut it in.

This town has signs of having at one time been among the
most flourishing in these parts. It was the capital of the country
called Bandralta, which used to be governed by the Bandrél caste
of Mians. Their rule was displaced by that of the Sikhs under
Ranjit Singh, who took the place and held it for a time, until,
partly for the sake of rewarding a favourite, partly because of
the trouble of holding it against the hill people, the Thakars,
Ranjit Singh made Suchet Singh, the youngest of the Jummoo
brothers, Raja of the place. Raja Suchet Singh held the place
till his death. But I heard of a great effort made by the Thakars
against him too, when some thousands came to assault it. The
Dogras, however, held out in the fort, which is a well-planned
work, until help came from the Sikh army.

There are some remains of the house of the rulers of the time
of the Bandrdl Mians; but their descendants do not live here;
they found a home and a pension in British territory.

The town of Ramnagar bears marks of the presence of Raja
Suchet Singh. He took a pride in the place and improved it
and encouraged the growth of it. The two long masonry-built
bazaars were in his time full and busy; merchants from Amritsar
and from Kabul were attracted to the place. Vigne, in 1839,
remarked the great variety of races of people who were to be
seen there; the bazaars were then being constructed. A large
palace adorned with gardens, and the well-built barracks, show
that Suchet Singh knew how to make himself and his people
comfortable. On his death, which occurred about 1843, Ramnagar
came under the rule of Jummoo, and there was no longer the
presence of a Raja to keep up its prosperity, which was indeed
short -lived ; and now the palace is deserted, and the bazaars
are but half inhabited. There are a good many Kashmiri settled
in Rémnagar; some of them are occupied with shawl work, exe-
cuting orders from Nurpir and Amritsar, and some in making
coarse woollen cloth.

Udampur is a modern town, situated in the innermost din
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befure one comes to the Middle Mountains; it is on the upper
plain of that din, about 2400 feet above the sea. Asa town it
was founded by Mian Udam Singh, the eldest son of Maharaja
Gulab Singh, who would, had he lived, have made it an impor-
tant place; as it is, there is a good large bazaar, and the
present Maharaja has begun building a new palace there, and has
entered on the construction of a canal to bring water from the
Tavi River on to the plateau, for household and garden purposes
and for general irrigation.

The next town is Kéramchs, only 4 miles away. This and
the tract of country near round it used to be under a Raja or
a Mian of the Pathial tribe of Rajpiits, who was tributary to
Jummoo, paying to it yearly 2000 rupees and giving the ser-
vices of some 10 horsemen. About the year 1834 Gulab Singh,
having made up his mind to possess the place, refused the
tribute and sent a force to besiege the fort ; after some time they
took it, and the country was annexed. What now remains of the
fort is a well-built wall of sandstone and a dry tank; it is on a
rocky mound in a commanding position behind the town.

Within a couple of marches from Jummoo, to the eastward,
are three or four places worth seeing. One of these is Babor, in
the Dansil din, near the left bank of the Tavi; there are the
ruins of three old Hindid temples, of what age I know not;
the buildings were of great solidity and considerable beauty ; the
chief feature of one of them was a hall whose roof was held up by
eight fluted columns supporting beams of stone 10 feet in length ;
on these beams were laid flatter stones chequerwise, so as to fill up
the corners of the square as far as the centre of the beams, and
so make a new square cornerways to the other; on this was laid
another set of stones cornerwise to this, and so on till the whole
space was covered; this square mass of stone was ornamented
with carving. The material of these buildings is a slightly
calcareous sandstone which is found among the strata near; it
bas well stood against weathering, and its toughness may be
known from one of the beams of it used in the construction
being as much as 14 feet in length. No mortar was used in the
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building; this must have been a predisposing cause of the lateral
shifting of some of the stones one upon the other which is to be
observed, the moving cause being, I take it, earthquakes. The
other neighbouring ruins have a great resemblance to this first,
but they are not all three equally ornamented.

These old temples, though clearly devoted to the same worship
as what is now followed—Ganesha for instance, the elephant-
headed god, being among the prominent figures—are quite ne-
glected by and hardly known to the people around. But we will
now go to a spot that is in the bloom of repute as a holy place,
that is resorted to on certain days both by the people of the hills
and by many from afar.

This is Parmandal, a place of pilgrimage that the Hindis visit
for the purpose of obtaining a moral cleansing by bathing in its
waters. It is situated in a nook among the low hills, far up one
of the ravines that drain down to the plain. I went there with
the Mabaraja when he and all his Court made the pilgrimage—if
80 it can be called—on I forget what special day. It is two
marches from Jummoo, and we went with a large camp, nor were
we intent wholly on the religious ceremonies, for on the way the
jungles were beaten and some good pig-sticking rewarded us.

We entered the hills by the winding valley of the Devak
stream, the name of which denotes a sacred character. We
encamped at Utarbain, which is a place but next in religious
importance to the one that was our goal; here were two gilt-
domed temples surrounded by cells for Brahmans to live in. The
Maharaja gave food this day to all Brahmans who might come; a
large number were collected in the quadrangle to partake of it,
and presents were given—quantities of flour and other provisions,
and money as well—to those Brahmans who permanently stay
here. From Utarbain we made the journey to Parmandal and
back in an afternqon; we continued up the sandy bed of the
same stream ; as we went on the valley became more confined and
its sides more rocky; thus winding up we suddenly came at one
of the turns in sight of a strange collection of buildings strangely
situated. A double row of lofty and handsome buildings with
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nought but the sandy stream-bed between them; there was the
chief temple with a fine fagade, and, behind that, numerous
domes, one gilt one conspicuous; most of the others are houses
built by the courtiers of Ranjit Singh, who was attached to this
place and occasionally visited it; they are now inhabited by
Brahmans. )

The whole place was alive with people who had come to bathe
and to worship; booths and stalls, as for a fair, had been put up
in the middle of the sandy space; the picturesque buildings,
backed close by sandstone rocks, and the crowds of cheerful

pilgrims, made a gay and pretty scene. It is only for a short time
* after rain that a stream flows over the sands, now they had to dig
two or three feet to reach the water ; numbers of holes had thus
been made, and the people scooped up enough water to bathe
themselves with ; the atoning power of such a ceremony is con-
sidered in these hills to be second only to that of a visit to
Haridwar on the Ganges.

A journey of not many miles from Parmandal, but by a rugged
path over difficult hills, would bring us to the two strange little
lakes named Saroin Sar and Man Sar, the latter word of each
name being the one used for “lake.” They are 8 or 10 miles
apart, but are on about the same strata, and are each about 2000
or 2200 feet above the sea, being situated somewhat high on or
between the parallel ridges.

Saroin Sar may be said to cover a kind of platform, from
which on two sides the ground falls rather steeply, while on the
other sides are low hills; the lake is about half a mile long and
a quarter of a mile broad, a pretty spot; mango trees and palms
adorn its banks, and cover thickly a little island in the centre, )
while the sandstone hills round are partly clothed with brush-
wood, and shaded, though lightly, with the brxght loose foliage of
the long-leafed pine.

Man Sar is a larger luke, perhaps three-quarters of a mile long
and half a mile broad ; it is in a very similar position, at a high
level, and nearly surrounded by hills, but at one side there is a
great descent into a steep valley or ravine.
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For the origin of these two hollows I have no theory to put
forward ; they are rock-basins, the rock being either a soft sand-
stone or sandstone with clay interstratified. I do not know their
depth, but do not think it great; there seem to be springs of
water in the lakes themselves ; they deserve a more careful exami-
nation than I made of them.

WEST oF THE CHINAB.

We will now look at a few places to the west of the Chinab
river, in the Muhammadan country.

Akhnir, which is the first town, will most naturally come into
the next chapter, as it lies on the road there to be described.

Bhtmbar, 40 miles farther west, is a rather flourishing town.
The Rajas of Bhimbar had their castle here; some of it still
stands; it was a collection of buildings with loop-holed walls,
making an enclosure 400 or 500 feet long and less than half that
in width.

Placed, as this town is, at the beginning of the hills, it is the
starting point in the mountain journey between the plains and
Kashmir by the old royal road. When the Mughal Emperors of
Delhi used almost yearly to visit Kashmir they commonly followed
this route by Bhimbar and the Pir Panjal, and at this day English
travellers use it as much as or more than any other.

Here, and at almost every stage on to Sirinagar, are remains
of saraes, or rest-houses, built for the royal camp.

At Bhimbar there was a greater variety and extent of accom-
modation provided than at most of the stages, for here the camp
used to concentrate, and hence proceed by detachments along the
difficult hill-road, where means of carriage were and are limited.
First, in the higher part of the town of Bhimbar, there is a sarie
built of brick and sandstone, a square of about 300 feet. On each
of the four sides are seventeen double cells or rooms with dome
roofs, the inner room 10 feet square, the outer one 10 by 6; the
height of these rooms is 10 feet at the upper end of the building;
those opposite, which are built on lower ground, are made some
feet higher, so that the wall is kept of one level. The outside wall
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is carried above the roofs and forms a parapet. In the middle of
the quadrangle is a chabiitra, or raised masonry platform; close
outside the gate are the ruins of a mosque.

Idonot think that thissarae was intended for the king himself,
for there are no rooms larger than the rest. Down in the plain,
where the present Travellers’ Bungalow is, are remains of what I
have little doubt was his own halting-place. There was a square
enclosure (traceable by a few remnants of the wall); in the centre
of one side of it was a suite of rooms raised above the level of the
ground, with a terrace in front; there were other buildings in the
middle of the two next sides of the square; in the centre was a
chabitra or platform : close at hand was a hamam, a small building
in three compartments, with an opening in the roof of each, made
for the escape of the steam of the hot bath. These I believe to
have been the royal quarters.
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ROUGH PLAN OF THE BARAE AT SAIDABAD,

The next stage on the Kashmir road is Saidabad, near the
village of SBaménL Here is the finest example of all the royal
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saries; a rough planof it is annexed. It has three divisions: the
great court, A, is entered by the chief gateway ; on all sides of this
quadrangle are the small arched or vaulted rooms, and, besides, in
the middle of the south side is & set of three larger rooms on a
higher level, marked d. These are now unroofed; I think there
had been an upper story above them: they were doubtless the
king’s rooms. From these a small passage, ¢, leads to a correspond-
ing set of rooms, f, which, with a terrace in front of them, look
on to the second courtyard, B. This must have been the zanana,
or the ladies’ apartments, and their private garden; this quad-
rangle has no cells round it; the wall is plastered smooth inside. -
A third courtyard, C, not communicating with the others, has
along each side of it a row of double cells. g marks the position
of a small mosque.

The sarae is massively built, and the vaulting has stood well.
The third court is still used by travellers, but the two larger ones
are empty, and the ground has been brought under the plough.

A quarter of a mile off are the ruins of another, rather smaller,
sare, where the present Travellers’ Bungalow stands. The plan of
it, though somewhat different, agrees with that of the rest in
having two courts, one with cells around, the other with but a
few rooms on one side.

The next stage towards Kashmir is Naushahra, a town which
is the administrative head-quarters of a district; here is a large
old sarde, with inner court.

Next comes Changas. This place I have never myself been to.
I am told that it possesses one of the finest of the sardes in the
whole of the route.

Rajaori, or Rampur, is the next stage. This will be more
spoken of in the next chapter, since the route from J ummoo, there
to be described, joins the one from Bhimbar at this spot; but in
order to keep together the mention of all the royal sardes along
the line, we will now enumerate those which exist on to Kashmir,
even though this leads us beyond the Outer Hill area.

At Rajsori the halting-place of the Delhi Emperor seems to
have been the garden on the left bank of the stream. This is a



Crar. V.] WEST OF THE CHINAB. ' 93

large oblong space, enclosed by a thick wall, and traversed by two
stone water-ways at right angles to each other. There are two
baradaris, that is, bungalows or summer-houses, one of which over-
looks the stream, and looks on to the picturesque old town on the
opposite bank. In former times there was a bridge leading across
from the garden, as one can tell from some remains of its piers;
though the stream is usually fordable at certain places, it is at
times rendered quite impassable by floods. At the corner, again,
are some hamams, or hot-bath houses.*

There is a sarde, which doubtless was used by the king’s
followers, on the right bank of the river, in the town itself ; this
is now occupied for permanent dwellings.

A few miles above Rajaor1 are two quadrangular buildings, one
50 yards square, the other 50 yards by 40, which are of the same
time; these, however, are of another sort, they are simple
enclosures with two entrances, and without any cells; very likely
they were for stables.

At Thanna is a fine example of the Mughal sarde (as these
rest-houses, the work of the Delhi Kings, are called); in this, I
think, the rooms are larger and higher than is usual, but fewer
in number.

After this a stage is missed, where I do not know of any like
remains, though I think there must have been some. The next is
the high village of Poshiana. Here are some remnants of a sarde
that was not so well finished as those lower down, nor of such
a size; for here there is not much flat space for any building;
there is little room even to pitch one’s tent.

Across the Panjil Pass, by the roadside, are a few small
shelter-houses, consisting of two or three arched cells, which must
often have been of service to wayfarers, who might, by making the
journey too early or late in the season, expose themselves to the
risk of a snow-storm. Soon after these we came to Aliabad sarae,
which is one of the few of those that still are used for the original
purpose of shelter for travellers. -In its bleak position, at an

# In this garden are some fine chinir or plane trees; the altitude, about 8200 feet,
seems the lowest at which they will flourish.

o
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elevation of 9700 feet above the sea, it is indeed useful, and it is
often well filled.

The remaining sardes, and these are on the Kashmir side, are
at Dubchi, at Hirpir (a much ruined one, of good size), at
Shahjumarg, 6 miles beyond Shapeyan (as mentioned in Dr. Ince’s
< Handbook to Kashmir,’ I have not myself seen it), and lastly
at Kahnpiir, 12 miles short of Sirinagar.

The positions of the sardes were well selected ; they were well
spaced ; nearly every one of them was placed where to this day
are the common halting-places for travellers.

Returning from this excursion on the line of the Kashmir road,

_we will just look at a few more places in the Outer Hills.

At the village of Samani is an old temple, much ruined, but
still showing traces of fluted columns and trefoil arches; it is of
much the same architecture as the temples of Babor. At the time
it was built the people of these parts were doubtless still Hindi;
perhaps, indeed, it dates from a time earlier than the beginning
even of Muhammadanism.

Mirpar is a good large town ; it must be the next after Jummoo
in size among those in the Outer Hills; it is on a plateau much cut
into by ravines. The place is a flonrishing one, from, I think, its
being a centre, or a place of agency, for an export trade in wheat
that is carried on by the Jhelam River from these hills to the
places in its lower course. Some spacious houses belonging to
Khatris must have been built from the profits of this trade.

Pinch is a place of more than common importance. It is the
seat of Raja Moti Singh, who, under the Maharaja his cousin, holds
a considerable tract of country in fief.

In the time of the Sikh rule in the Panjab, when the Dogra
brothers divided among them the hill region, and held it tributary
to the Sikhs, Panch was the share of Raja Dhiyan Singh. After
his death, Jawahir Singh, his son, held it; but his position was not
recognized as independent of Jummoo in the treaties of 1846 ;
hence he became a vassal of his uncle Maharaja Gulab Singh.
Later, some differences and disturbances occurred, which ended
in Raja Jawahir Singh having to leave the country, and Raja Moti



Caar. V.) WEST OF THE CHINAB. 95

Singh, his brother, succeeding him at Pinch, noy rules there in
obedience to the Maharaja.

Piinch is a compact town, with a good bazaar; it is situated at
the meeting of two valleys, which make a wide opening among
the hills; the valley itself being somewhat over 3000 feet above
the sea, we are here in a part that may be reckoned to belong
either to the OQuter Hills or to the Middle Mountains. There are
here a fort and palace, lately added to and improved with much
taste by Raja Moti Singh.

A word or two as to the hill-forts of this region.

All over the low hills, on both sides of the Chinab, they are in
extraordinary number. They were built at the time when each
little tract had its own ruler, and each ruler had to defend himself
against his neighbour. These forts are commonly on the summit
of some rocky hill, with naturally-scarped face ; by their position,
and by the way they were planned, they are well protected against
escalade. Though now they have all come into the hands of one
ruler, they are still kept up, that is so far that a small garrison—
may be only of a dozen men—is kept in each. Some of the most
known are Mangla, on the Jhelam ; Mangal Dev, near Nanshahra ;
and Troch, near Kotli; these are each on the summit of a rocky
precipitous hill most difficult of access.
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CHAPTER VI.

REGION OF THE MIDDLE MOUNTAINS.

RAMNAGAR TO BHADARWAH — BHADARWAH — PAHARIS; OR DWELLERS ON THE MIDDLE
MOUNTAINS — GADDIS — GUJARS — VALLEY OF THE CHINAB — KISHTWAE —
KISHTWAR HISTORY — KISHTWABR TO PADAR — PADAR — PADAR HISTORY —
BHUTNA — MIDDLE MOUNTAINS OF THE WEST.

TaE phrase “ Middle Mountains,” which heads this chapter, is one
that I have adopted for convenience, to denote both a certain
tract and a certain character of mountain. I am aware that it
is not capable of exact definition, still I find it useful to effect in
a rough way the purpose above indicated.

The Middle Mountains are those which occur between the
Outer Hills and the high ranges. They begin (reckoning from the
plains) along a line that starts from a point 8 or 10 miles north
of Basoli, and runs along just north of the towns of Ramnagar,
Riasi, and Rajaor]; thence its course is less definable, but it takes
a general north-westerly direction towards Muzafarabad. The
northern boundary of the tract is made by the two lofty mountain
ranges (or the two divisions of one mountain range, whichever
they may be considered), one of which, coming from the south-
east, ends off at Kishtwar, while the second is the Panjal ridge
which overlooks Kashmir.

The width of our tract between these two boundaries is as
much as 40 miles on the east; from that it gradually lessens to
10 miles near Rajaorl; towards the north-west it again spreads,
and then, as before said, has less definite bounds.

This space is occupied by a mass of mountains, cut into by
ravines, or divided by more important but still narrow valleys,
with hardly one wide flat space, whether plateau or valley-bottom.
Its elevation is in general between 4000 and 12,000 feet; some
few valleys reach below, and some peaks rise above those limits.

The form of the mountaing bears a great contrast to that of the
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Outer Hills. These were shown to be ridges more or less parallel,
separated by flat valleys, sometimes narrow sometimes wide, with
the main lines of drainage cutting across, that is, through, the
ridges. On the other hand, the Middle Mountains are ridges of
varying, irregular, direction, that branch again and again, like the
twigs of a tree; the chief ridges are at the same time the more
important watersheds.

Looking from a geological point of view, we may say that
there is not the same correspondence between the direction of the
ridges and the strike of the beds as there is among the Outer Hills.*

The elevation of these Middle Mountains is sufficient to give a
completely temperate character to the vegetation. Forests of
Himalayan oak, of pine, spruce, silver fir, and of deodar, occupy a
great part of the mountain slopes; the rest, the more sunny
parts, where forest trees do not flourish, is, except where rocks
jut out, well covered with herbage, with plants and flowers that
resemble those of Central or Southern Europe. '

Cultivation has been carried to almost every place where it is
practicable. Wherever, within the altitude that limits the growth
of crops, the slope of the ground has allowed of it, the land has
been terraced, and narrow little fields have been made, these settle-
ments sometimes being of extent emough to support a village,
sometimes sustaining but one or two families.

Here, as in the Outer Hills, the tillage does not depend on
irrigation, but on rain; these mountains, indeed, get the best of
the Monsoon or rainy season; it is seldom that they suffer from
drought, more often they suffer from an excess of downfall. Still
the rainfall is not enough for the growth of rice; for this irrigation
is wanted, but only in a few places can it be obtained ; hence that
crop is comparatively rare.

It is only in the very lowest parts of this region that two crops
can be got from the same land. The times of growth of the two
kiods of crop—of wheat or barley on the one hand, and of maize,
rice, or millet, on the other—in most parts overlap each other to

* This contrast is noted, with regard to a similar tract farther cast, by Mr.
H. B. Medlicott, in ¢ Memoirs of the Geological Survey of India,’ vol. ii., part 2, p. 6.

H
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an extent which varies with the height above the sea. Hence the
wheat does not ripen till it is too late to sow maize or millet. But
some land being reserved for the first kind of crop and some for
the other, they have, in a sense, two harvests.

Snow falls over all the tract. In the lower parts it just falls
and melts; but in most it stays for months, and in some as long as
five months. It is this circumstance of duration of smow that
causes great distinctions between the inhabitants and the customs
of these hills and of the Outer Hills, some details of which will
be found farther on.

The further account of the region can best be given by taking
for examples and describing some of those parts which I am most
acquainted with,

RAMNAGAR TO BHADARWAH.

A march from Ramnagar to Bhadarwah, Kishtwar, and beyond,
gave me an opportunity of seeing much of this mountain tract.

Near behind Ramnagar, which itself is counted in the Outer
Hill region, rises a bold ridge. This, which can be traced on the
large map, is the first of the Middle Mountains.

The road or path over it—one not fit for horses—rose up a long
spur that projected from the ridge, till we crossed this at a height
of about 8000 feet. The range keeps at this elevation and con-
tinues straight for some 25 miles. On the south side it has a
succession of such spurs as the one we came up ; they first jut out
from the ridge at a low angle, then, leaving a high shoulder, the
slope becomes more sudden ; lower down again it changes to varions
degrees of steepuness, which allow of the ground being in places
terraced for cultivation. Between every pair of the rounded spurs
is a hollow or ravine, each the bed of a stream of no great volume,
but perennially flowing.

The surface of the ridge and of the spurs changes. Rocks
here and there project; the less steep portions are covered with
pasture when facing the south, and with forest on the sun-sheltered
glopes ; the forest may be of oak, with rhododendron and horse-
chestnut among it, or, higher up, of deodar and pine.
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From the summit of this ridge, looking northwards, we see
across the upper valley of the Tavi on to another ridge of fine
massive mountains, rising to rocky but not sharp-pointed peaks,
which are 10,000 and 12,000 feet in height. From this range
come branches bold in outline; upon them can well be seen the
alternation of forest and pasture land, and the sharp ending of the
trees along the central line of each spur, where the aspect of its
two slopes with regard to the south differs enough to produce
that effect on the vegetation, the growth of wood always keeping
to the more shady part. The general look of the hills reminded
me of the Black Forest of Germany, of its darkly-wooded slopes
and bare summits of the higher mountains.

A path led down into the valley of the Tavi River through a
fine forest of spruce and silver fir (Picea Webbiana), and deodar
trees, with sloping glades of fresh grass, dotted with the young
trees in such fashion that one might have thought one was in a
well-cared-for shrubbery.

In the valley we came to a village named Thilrg, on a platean
about 200 feet above the level of the Tavi River, surrounded close
by the hills, and shaded by walnut trees; this is at a level of
about 6600 feet. In the deep channel below the river foams
along among large boulders, confined by rocks that are capped
with a deposit of alluvium of rounded blocks of gneiss embedded
in earth. These banks are in part clothed with shrubs and trees
that have found a footing upon them. Just opposite a beautiful
little cascade is made by a side stream jumping in stages down the
chasm it has worn for itself in the rock that confines the larger river.

The General Map will show that the two ridges—the one we
crossed over, and that on the north side of the Tavi Valley—come
round and join some 10 miles above the village of Thilrd, and that
the river rises in the space thus enclosed. Our way was to follow
up the stream to its head, and, crossing the watershed, to drop
down on the other side to Bhadarwah.

The path, which kept the valley, was among deodar, silver fir,
and spruce fir, with some pines of the species Pinus ewcelsa ; each
of these showed to perfection the beauties of their foliage; the

H 2
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pine-needles hung in light feathery sprays, the spruce boughs
in graceful curves, with which contrasted the almost geometrical
regularity of the silver-fir branches. The deodar is here, and
wherever on the Himalayas I have seen it, much more like a
Lebanon cedar than the trees, still young, growing in England
would lead one to suppose; the bending form of the boughs, as
well as the particular light tint of green of the leaves of the young
plant, are lost as the tree gets on in age, and the branches come
to jut straight out and to make flat dark-leaved layers.*

Following up the valley, often we met with the river roaring
among boulders and over rock-ledges; anon the path crossed it by
a bridge, and rose on the right bank for some 1500 feet, and after-
wards went along high above the stream. Here we came upon
snow. It was the beginning of May—hot summer in the Plains
and Outer Hills, spring in the region just past, but we came, as it
were, to winter in rising. Across the valley we looked on to a
snow-clad slope of some 4000 feet of height, whose summit was a
rock-mountain of 13,500 feet. The lower half of that slope was
covered, in lines following those sides of the indenting hollows
whose aspect was favourable to forest trees, with thousands and
thousands of tall straight conifers in dark green foliage, that
threw their grey shadows over the bright snow. As the path led
on and the valley rose, the bank that faced us becoming nearer,
we saw each tree to stand in a hollow in'the snow, for this being
old, not of a late fall, had both quitted the branches and melted
from around the trunks, though still thickly carpeting the space
between. On the north side of the valley we were able to find a
clear space for the tents to be pitched, the altitude of this camp
being 9500 feet.

We had now reached ground of somewhat different character ;
we had come to a part which the natives call Seoji; it is the

* The names which these trees here bear are—silver fir, ran, or ren (with a nasal
n); spruce fir, tos; Pinus excelsa, chi, or kaditr ; deodar, dyar. I think that the names
ran and tos become intcrchanged not very far off. Dyar is the name used for deodar
both in the Panjab (where its wood is well known) and in these hills; but in Kashmir
it is called deodar, the e being pronounced, according to the rules given in the preface,
like the a in the English word “dato.”
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upland space enclosed by the meeting of the ridges, where the Tavi
has its source. At this high level there is a spread of gently
undulating ground, with rounded knobs and smooth dells, a space
pleasant to meet with after the steep slopes and narrow valleys.
The higher hills had retired. As one viewed them from the top
of some of the mounds, éne saw a great difference in the look
of those on the north from what we had seen on the south side of
the valley. On the north was an amphitheatre made by rugged
mountains of grey rock with snow-fields beneath ; below the snow
the amphitheatre enclosed a thick forest of alpine oak. This I
saw when the evening sun was brightening the rounded masses of
its foliage, from the midst of which rose here and there the straight
forms of some dark fir trees.

The oak, Quercus demicarpifolia, in the native language krei,
is at this point the highest forest tree. Unlike the conifers, it
flourishes on hills that have a south aspect; it grows certainly as
high as 11,500 feet, and I think it reaches to close on 12,000 feet ;
of the firs the limit was only a little above 11,000 feet.

The depth of enow prevented my verifying the thought which
came to me on seeing the undulating hillocky ground of this
enclosed upland, namely, that the irregularities of its surface were
the moraines and roches moufonnées of former glaciers. The end of
May or June would be the time to follow up the inquiry, as the
snow by then would have melted. The stream which we had
traced up now divided. I was told that the southern branch came
from a little lake called Kalli Kund. This strengthens the idea of
glacier-traces, for mountain-lakes have often been caused, in one
way or another, by the action of glaciers.* The G. T. Survey
have marked the highest summit near—that at the meeting of

* What appeared to me to be other signs of former glaciers, not very far from this,
are the masses of rock which lie in lines in the Bhadarwah Valley. The Jarge blocks,
mostly of gneiss, are sometimes as much as 40 feet long and 25 feet high; they
are among an agglomeration of angular and rounded pieces of gneiss and slate. The
heaps of the larger masses are scen to be arranged in curving lines, as the side
valley they came from bent round to join the main one. Iam not quite sure of
their being moraines; avalanches perhaps may bave had to do with forming them—

avalanches of the kind that later on, under the head of Pélar, will be described. Tle
linear heaps extend below the level of the town, to, say, 5300 fect above the sca.
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the ridges—as 14,241 feet; it does not bear perpetual snow, but
there is a very constant bed near, whence snow is sometimes
sent for summer consumption to Jummoo, after being compressed
by beating.

The other branch stream we followed to its source. The way
led us to a part of the ridge that was depressed, when a few hundred
feet of steeper ascent brought us to the Pass, which is 10,900 feet
above the sea. The ridge it crosses bears the name of Seval Dhar.
This Pass is closed by snow for three months from the middle of
December; later in the season than we came it would be prac-
ticable for- ponies, which, however, would have to be taken up
the valley by a somewhat different road than ours.

The gaining of the summit opened to us a magnificent prospect
as we looked beyond. On the right was the high peak, on this
aspect brilliantly white with snow; from this mountain juts out
a mighty spur, whose sides, that descend full 5000 feet, are
clothed most thickly with fir forest. Spurs from other parts of the
range make long ridges with dividing valleys; their sides, though
not rocky, are steep-sloped, some parts of them grassy, some parts
dotted with trees, and some completely covered with wood.
Where these spurs end off, runs along nearly at right angles
to-them the Bhadarwah Valley, a flat gently sloping to the north-
west. The town and village that occupy it are in sight. Beyond
that again rise hills like what we have near us, dark forest ridges,
their spurs part grassy, part wooded. These are branched in such
complication that their connection cannot be made out except by
studying a map of them. Last beyond—seen clear over these
ridges, stretching far right and left along the whole of the space
visible between the near jutting hills—is a great snowy range,
the one dividing Chamba from Pangi, the continuation of which
reaches to Kishtwar. It is a serrated rocky line, with wide snow-
fields in front of it, part of which is permanent snow. Some lofty
sharp-pointed peaks rise from the general level of the range; of
these one has much the form of the Matterhorn. The higher
mountains of this ridge measure 17,000 and 18,000 feet.

Down from the Pass was first a steep descent, which the snow
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made difficult for the laden men, and then & more gradual slope
along a spur, through a forest of the same sorts of conifers. The
spruce and silver fir flourish most in the high parts, while lower
down the deodar and Pinus excelsa are most numerous. The trees,
as a rule, run to a height of 100, 120, and 150 feet ; many are won-
derfully straight. In the descent of several thousand feet such as
we were now making the changes in all kinds of vegetation are
very striking; first below the snow were great bunches of dif-
ferent sorts of primulas; these farther down gave way to other
flowers of great variety ; deciduous trees gradually became more
frequent, and with their fresh spring colours among the dark
foliage of the conifers gave new beauty to the forest.

.

BHADARWAH.

When we had descended more than 5000 feet we reached the
valley of Bhadarwah. This is a nearly flat-bottomed valley, a
mile in width ; in length it extends thus open for about four miles,
above and below narrowing so as to leave hardly any space
between the hillslopes. The hills which bound it are the ends
of spurs from the forest ridges. Some of these spurs have bits
of cultivated ground at different levels, and in some places we
noticed traces of former cultivation—terraced ground overgrown
with young pines, of twenty years’ growth or more.

The valley-bottom has a slope of about 3°. The land is
terraced to this fall in steps of a few feet each, so as to fit it to
receive the irrigating water that here is plentiful enough to pro-
vide for a crop of rice. For this, in the month of May, the people
were busily preparing, both by ploughing and breaking up the
ground with a heavy kind of hoe or mattock. Men and women
combined, in gangs of ten or a dozen, were working over the
fields, shoulder to shoulder, striking in regular time, and beguiling
the hours by singing as they worked a monotonous but not un-
pleasing chorus. The process that follows—and this, being
lighter labour, has not the same accompaniment of song—is
pounding the clods with what are exactly like croquet-mallets;
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after this a little rain is waited for, that the earth may crumble
and become fit for watering and putting in the rice.

Among these mountains the months of winter, with snow deep
on the ground, make it necessary for the peasant to lay in a good
store of fodder for his cattle. Nowhere do the natives of India or
the Himalayas seem to have learnt the advantages of making a
large rick. Perbaps the holdings are too small, and co-operation
in such a matter has not been arranged. In the neighbourhood
we now are in they have two or three methods of storing the grass,
which itself is plentiful on the slopes in summer. Sometimes they
fix a series of poles upright in the ground in one line, and make a
rough thatch over a ridge-pole at top, and then pile up the grass
between and around the sticks. Another plan is to twist the
grass into a loose rope and throw this over the forks of trees,
where, hanging down, it is uninjured by the snow that falls, and
is easily pulled off when wanted for use.

The town of Bhadarwih is a busy, and, for such & hill country,
a comparatively large place. I estimate that there are 600 or
700 houses, and about 3000 inhabitants. It is built almost
entirely of deodar wood ; the frame-work of the houses is alto-
gether of wood ; only between the double plank-walls the spaces
are filled in with stones, sometimes laid loose and sometimes
cemented with mud ; most of the houses have a sloped shingle-
roof. There is a curious plan of building up pillars for the
corners, and sometimes for the middle supports, of the houses and
the temples. Square slabs of wood a few inches thick are placed
upright in pairs, one pair being surmounted by another at right
angles, and so on alternately.

Bhadarwah has an open market-place, a long straight street
leading to the Fort, two or three other bazaars, two mosques, and
a large temple. The waters of one of the streams come through
the very middle of the town, and branches from it are brought
through all the streets. Both in among the buildings and all
round the place fruit-trees are growing—apple, pear, mulberry,
apricot, and cherry, and there are poplars, and a few chinir or
plane trees.
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These characteristics, combined with the presence of numbers
of Kashmiri people who live in the town, have gained for it the
name “ Chota Kashmir,” or Little Kashmir.*

More than half of the inhabitants of Bhadarwah itself are
Kashmiri; these quite throw into the shade the original Hindid
inhabitants ; they have adopted almost all kinds of employment,
numbers of them are shopkeepers, and numbers more are occupied
in making shawls, on orders from Amritsar and Nurpir. Some
Kashmiris have land, and cultivate it themselves ; some, indeed,
do this for half the year, and follow shawl-weaving for the other
half—during the long snowy winter. Around are several villages
of Kashmiris; but here, outside the town, they are much outnum-
bered by the Bhadarwahis, the older inhabitants. I could not
find out at what time so many Kashmiris settled here, but, from
the absence of any distinct tradition on the subject, we may con-
clude that it was at least three or four generations ago.

An elevation of 5400 feet above the sea gives the place at
this time of the year an agreeable temperature, that makes it a
favourite with many. Sometimes Gurkhas from the British regi-
ment at Bakloh, bringing their wives and families, spend their
leave at Bhadarwah, where they can get the advantages of fine
air and cheap living.

On a spur, some 300 feet above the town, is the Fort, a square
building of combined wood and stone, with bastions of masonry
work. Near by are some remains of the former residence of the
old Rajas. The Rajas of Bhadarwah were Miin Rajpits; they
were allied, as to caste, with the families that ruled over Basoli
and Kulu. This old family was dispossessed about the year 1810
by the Chamba family, who thus combined Bhadarwih and
Chamba. These others held it for twenty or thirty years only,
when, through two or three stages of transfer, it fell into the
hands of Gulab Singh, of Jummoo.f

* Another name (which the Hindiis sometimes give to it) is Bhadarkashi, derived,
1 think, from the sacredness of a shrine there is on the river-bank opposite.
+ One account shows Bhadarwah to have passed from the Chamba family, by way

of dowry for one of the danghters of that family, to Raja Hira Singh, nephew to
Raja (iuldb Singh. A short interregnum followed on Hira Bingh’s violent death;
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PauAris, oR DWELLERS oN THE MIDDLE MOUNTAINS.

Having thus tried to give some notion of what is a fair speci-
men of the Middle Mountains, I propose, before speaking of any
more places in particular, to say something about the inhabitants.

These I shall call by the same name, “ Paharis,” as is given them
by their neighbours; for although, as explained in the introductory
chapter, the word, meaning “ mountaineer,” is itself indefinite, yet it
is restricted by the Dogras to these particular races, and as there is
no general name among the people themselves corresponding to what
I want to express, I do not think we can do better than adopt it.

The Race Map shows the Paharis to extend over the tract I
have called the Middle Mountains only as far west as Budil, in the
valley of the Ans; as to the part of that tract to the west and
north-west, the people have already been described under the head
of Chibhailis; the Muhammadanising of that country of Chibhal
preventing us from separating all the races that may have existed
distinct in former times.

The space, then, coloured Pahéri on the Race Map, is occupied
by mountaineers who have remained Hindd. Over the whole of it
the people have a general resemblance. They are a strong hardy
race, of good powerful frame, but still active ; they have a straight
forehead, good brow, with a nose markedly hooked, especially
among the older men. Among the people round Ramban I noticed
a special form of narrow nose, bent over with a peculiar curve.
Their black hair is allowed to grow to their shoulders; their
beard and mustache are thickish, but the beard does not grow long.

"The men all dress in a light grey thick woollen cloth, which is
made in almost every house.* In some parts they wear a short
coat, in others & long and full one, hitched up by a kamarband, or
waistband, of a woollen sort of rope, wound many times round.
Their pyjamas are loose down to the knee, but below that fit

this was brought to a close by Gulab Singh sending a small force to assert his right
as head of the Jummoo family; his troops met with but little resistance, and the
principality was annexed to Jummoo.

* Pattu (puttoo) is the name for this coarsc homespun cloth over all the hills and
in Kashmir. .
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close; this is a very good form for hill countries.* Their cap is
of different shapes, sometimes a skull-cap, more often one with side
flaps. Lastly, a lil (looee) or blanket, of the same cloth, worn in
many ways according to the occasion, enables them to withstand
all the severe weather they are exposed to.

The women have a long gown of the same homespun, and, like
the men, wear a kamarband. In some parts the gown is of nearly
black cloth instead of grey. Sometimes they wear a low round
red cap; near Rimban the women have a peculiar tall one.

The caste that among the Paharis prevails in numbers far over
others is the Thakar, which was mentioned as occurring among
the Dogris. The Thakars, indeed, have nearly all the land in
proprietorship ; they cultivate for the most part their own land;
they are the peasantry of the mountains, as the Jats are of the
Panjab plain.

The low castes, Dim and Megh, are scattered about every-
where ; they dress in the same way as the others, and have acquired
something of the same general appearance, but are not such large
men, nor have they as good countenances.

GADDIS.

At the sonth-east end of this region, where it borders on the
Chamba country, there is a race called Gaddis (or Guddees), who
seem to have come at some time or other from the Chamba Hills.
They are Hindis, and have the same subdivisions of caste as the
others, but they do not keep their caste rules sostrictly. They pos-
sess large flocks of sheep and herds of goats, and they migrate with
them to different altitudes according to the season. When snow
threatens on the higher pastures they descend, coming in winter
to the Outer Hills, and even to the edge of the plains. In spring
they turn their faces homeward, and step by step follow the re-
turning verdure, by June reaching the highest pastures and the
hamlets, where some of the family had kept warm their home.

In the upper valley of the Tavi, which was lately described, live

* See the out on the next page of some men of an allied race (the (Gaddis mentioned
below), whose dress is the same as that of these Paharis, except as to the cap.
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some Gaddis in communities of their own, with their own head-
men, in small villages separate from those of the other hill mep.

The relationship of these Gaddis to the other Paharis cannot be
a distant one. In physique they closely resemble the people we
have described. It is likely that whatever peculiarities they
possess have been acquired by specialisation of occupation through
some centuries.

In dress they have one striking peculiarity in their hat, made
of a stiff cloth, which is of a form indescribable, but it is well

GADDiS, FROM A PHOTOGRAPH.

shown in the accompanying cut taken from a photograph. This
gives a fair notion of the features of the Gaddis, as well as of
their dress, which, as stated before in the note, is the same as that
of the Paliaris, except as regards this peculiar hat.

As to the language of the Paharis, many separate dialcets are
spoken ; every 20 miles or so will bring you within hearing of a
new one. Places no farther apart than Ramban, Dodé, Kishtwar,
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Padar, and Bbadarwah, have their own speech, which, though not
incomprehensible to the people of the neighbouring place, still is
very distinct from theirs. Counting all these together as Pahari
dialects, we may say that between Pahari and Dogri there is so much
difference as to make Pahari incomprehensible to a man of Digar.
More will be said on this subject in the chapter on Language.

GUJARS.

There is another race who spend half their life on these
mountains and half at lower altitudes, namely the Gujars.

Unlike the Gaddis (who are really hill people, and only for
a few months at a time visit the lower parts), the Gujars have
their homes below; they are only summer visitors to the moun-
tains. Since they were omitted from what was said about the
inbabitants of the Outer Hills, they may fairly find a place here.

These Gujars are a set of people who are found scattered at
intervals over the country between Delhi and the Indus. In
these parts which we deal with they have their homes in the
plains outside the hills, here and there among the lower hills,
and in some valleys among the higher mountains. Sometimes
they occupy a village by themselves; sometimes they share it
with others; but even in that case they remain a very distinct
body. Though holding some land, they do not chiefly depend
on it for sustenance, for they are a migrating, pastoral tribe, who
seek for their herds pastures in various parts at different levels,
and live mostly by the produce of their cattle.

I agree with Sir George Campbell that they are an Aryan
race; but their countenance cannot be called high Aryan. Their
forehead is narrow; they want the well-formed brow of the finer
races. The lower part of the face is narrow also; but the nose
has always something of the curve, as is often seen in Aryan
nations. Some I met with had lighter eyes than are common
among the other tribes of the country, and, generally; as compared
with the people we have hitherto had to describe, their beard
was scant. In figure they are tall and gaunt; in motion slow
and ungainly. They are rather surly in disposition, having that
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kind of independence which consists in liking to be left alone
and to have as little as possible to do with other races. When,
however, one does come in contact with them, they are not bad
to deal with.

Those who live down below and come up to the Middle
Mountains for the summer dress somewhat scantily; they have
loose short pyjamas; the upper part of the body is often bare ;
but there is alii, or blanket, in reserve, which is commonly put
over the head, and hangs down behind. Those who are settled
farther among the mountains (and these Gujars are found in
Kashmir, if not beyond,) adopt a dress more like that of their
neighbours, better suited for severe weather.

Wherever I have met the Gujars, I have found them to be
possessors of herds of buffaloes, and to drive these, as the spring
and summer advanced, into the higher mountain pastures. In
the beginning of May I met many about Bhadarwah who had
just arrived from below; they had with them their wives and
families, spinning wheels, churns, and other helps for getting a
living. Their gains are derived chiefly from the sale of ghi, or
clarified butter, the preparation of which occupies them con-
tinually during their stay among these summer pastures. They
are generally in communication with traders of the towns below
for its sale, having often, I think, received advances in anticipa-
tion of the season’s yield.

Their language is not the same everywhere; that depends on

‘the country they are settled in—not that which they come to in

their summer wanderings, but where their house, their winter
home, is. Thus there are Gujars in Kashmir who speak Kash-
miri, while those who come to the Middle Mountains speak a
mixed dialect of Panjabi, or Dogri, and Pahéari. These have, how-
ever, some words peculiar to themselves. I heard the following
half dozen in the mouths of some Gujars, from near Budil, which
may be worth preserving :

Mother ali. Son’s wife ban.
Sister bebe and idhi. Husband’s sister = nand.
Son gadara. To milk melna.

Davghter gadari, To be milked milna,
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As to religion, all I have met—all who live within these terri-
tories—are Mussulman.

VALLEY OF THE CHINAB.

In reaching Bhadarwah we had entered that portion of the
Middle Mountain region which drains directly into the Chinab,
and we will now take a general view of the country that consti-
tutes the valley of that river, so far as it flows in this particular
mountain-tract. )

The Map shows that the ridge we last crossed stretches from
near Bhadarwah in a direction a little north of west for more than
50 milgs, as the crow flies, while the length measured along its
sinuosities would be a good deal more. Points on this ridge are
12,000 feet high, but 10,000 is its more general elevation.
While the higher parts are rocky, other portions of its summit
are rounded and grass-covered, with rocks showing only here
and there. At the western end, towards Riasi, the slopes of it
are steeper and the edge narrower. The.rock that composes it
at this part is a massive and hard limestone. Near here a short
branch goes off towards the plains, which culminates in a peak,
that, viewed from below, shows a very marked triangular form,
and is flanked by two others of similar shape. This bears the
names of Trikhtar and of Devi Thar; near its summit is a spot-
that is a place of pilgrimage much resorted to by Hindis from
the Panjab. In the beginning of the hot weather one every day
sees passing through Jummoo numbers of people from the plains,
mostly of about the rank of shopkeepers, on their way to this
place, with their wives and families, the women mounted astride
on a pony and supporting a child or two. An excursion of this
sort for them corresponds to our trips to the seaside; and if they
meet with more fatigne and rough work in the journey through
the hills than is suitable to a pleasure trip, then the religious
object of the journey enables them to bear disagreeables, which
with us would likely be the cause of unrelieved grumbling.

From that long ridge branch out towards the north a number
of spurs, which, like what they branched from, have but narrow
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summits; nothing that could be called a table-land ever occurs.
The slopes of these are often covered with fir forest, with the usual
succession of species according to the elevation—spruce and silver
fir at the very top, giving way, when one has descended 1000 or
2000 feet, to Pinus excelsa and deodar, and lower still, at about
5000 feet, to Pinus longtfolia.

From the height of 6000 or 7000 feet downwards, one meets
with scattered patches of tilled ground and with the isolated
cottages or huts of the owners. Here and there, on the frequented
roads, the houses are collected into a little village that boasts of a
shop to supply the simplest wants of travellers.

All the space between the ridge and the river is taken up by
such spurs alternating with ravines; the vertical distance is some
7000 feet, the lower part of the slopes, that which overhangs the
river, being often the steepest.

The Chinab is one of the great rivers of the Panjab. It rises
in the country called Lahol, in two streams, the Chandra and the
Bhaga, the joining of whose names into Chandrabhiaga make the
word by which the combined river is often known among Hindds.
The other name, Chinab, which is more usual, has, I think, the
derivation that is so obvious and is commonly given to it, namely,
Chin-éb, the water of China, which name probably was given by the
Muhammadans from a notion—by no means far from the truth—
that it came from Chinese territory; for the sources of the river
are very near to ground that was tributary (though by two removes)
to China, and the tract it first flows through is inhabited by the
Laholis, who are allied to the Chinese in speech, look, and religion.

The river after leaving Lahol (which is now under British
authority) passes through Pangi, a part of the Chamba territory,
and enters that of Jummoo in the district called Padar. From
its entrance into this onwards it flows for 180 miles through such
country as we have been describing—some more detail of which
remains yet to be given—and then for 25 miles through the Outer
Hills, before it debouches into the great plain.*

* Details of the coursc and volume of this river will be found at p. 117 of
Cunningham’s ¢ Ladak.’
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In this course occur three marked bends; sharp changes of
direction that affect for many miles the course of the river. The
first is where it rounds the space of ground occupied by Kishtwar;
in doing this it makes an acute angle, having first flowed some-
what north of west, and then, below Kishtwar, going a little to the
east of south. The next great bend is at Jangalwar, where it
changes suddenly, from a southerly to a westerly course, a whole
right angle. The third is at Arnas, where, from flowing west, the
river gets to flow south.

Doubtless these changes have a meaning; that is, they are to
be connected with some cause to be looked for in the origin of the
valley and the geological structure of the country. We will not
here enter on such speculations, but will only point out one or
two facts that belong to physical geography. At each of these
bends, opposite to the salient angle, a large stream joins the main
river. At Kishtwir it is the Wardwan River ; at Jangalwar it is the
considerable stream (called Khal Ne) that drains the Bhunjwar and
other valleys ; at Arnas the Ans River flows in from the north.
Again, at each of the bends the main stream seems to turn round
the end of, or else to cut through, a range of mountains it had been
flowing nearly parallel to. In the first case the range is the lofty
one lying on the south-west of Padar; in the second case it is a
branch from the mountains enclosing Kashmir; in the third case
the main river may be -said, immediately after its bend at Arnis,
to go through the steep limestone range.

There is another intermediate bend, not so marked as these
three, which yet has these same circumstances. A few miles below
Réamban the Chindb changes its direction, makes a rather obtuse
angle; in doing so it turns round a spur (on which is the mount
called Singipal) from the ridge we have described on the south of
the river, and at the bend the Banihal stream from the north
joins in.

In considering the Quter Hills we saw how the Chinab flowed
through them, and the character which they gave to its banks.
Tracing the valley upwards, we come to the Middle Mountain
region just above the town of Ridsh. Here the river is flowing

I
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in a very sinuous course between steep inaccessible rocks; great
eddies are produced in the curves of it. For several miles the
gorge is impassable in any other way than on a raft of two or three
large logs lashed together, and this is by no means a secure mode
of traversing it. I heard of one or of two men, I forget which,
who, in following their calling of collecting timber, had ventured
into the gorge, and their raft had been caught in one of the eddies,
and been carried round and round between the impracticable cliff
and the main current, in such a way that no efforts of the men
could disentangle it; and so for days the raft went round bearing
its helpless burden, who, at last, when nearly exhausted, were
saved by the chance arrival of some others of their trade, by whose
aid the first were freed from their watery prison.

On one of the projecting rocks, nearly surrounded by the deep
waters of the river, is built a fort called Dhiyangarh, named after
Raja Dhiyan Singh, and farther up are the forts of Salal and
Arnas, on opposite sides. Above the falling in of the Ans River
the banks are more accessible; the footpaths that connect the
villages, which at intervals occur in the valley, sometimes go
along near the water-side, and sometimes have to leave it for a
bit where rock-cliffs some hundreds of feet in height bound it.

I have not passed along the whole of the course of the river,
but have crossed or touched it at various points. Ramban is a
place near where the Jummoo and Kashmir road crosses it by a
wooden bridge of considerable span. Here the river is about
2400 feet above the sea; the village is on a terraced plateau a
few hundred feet above it. Above Ramban the mountains rise
boldly on both sides of the river, with sometimes a rocky and
sometimes a grassy slope; the stream flows in a narrow channel
between them, often with a great depth of water. In this part is
Gajpat Fort, a small work on the right bank, crowning a sugar-
loaf hill whose sides have a slope of 40° or 45°. Farther on is
Doda, fort and village ; a place I have never seen.

The character of the mountains on the north side of the Chinab
can be seen in one view from the opposite mountain. As one
climbs this, on the south side of the river, and at successive
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heights looks back across the valley, the mountains on the north
show out their whole form and grandeur. Behind Ramban is a
very distinct ridge, continuing for 15 miles at an average height
of 9000 or 10,000 feet. From this ridge a succession of spurs
come down to the river, separated by valleys which are little more
than a mile distant from one another; at their mouths small tracts
of land are terraced and often irrigated. The spur-sides are steep,
but seldom rocky, the greater part of their surface is covered with
herbage ; some also is forest, but, from the general south aspect,
not a great proportion; it is only where side-slopes give a more
shady outlook that thick forest can be found, but over a good part
of the rest trees and bushes are scattered.

Besides the cultivation low down near the river, patches of
land have been brought under tillage all the way up to 7000 feet,
after partial levelling and terracing. This is more common than
anywhere else on the flatter tops of the spurs just above their
last fall to the river, say at an elevation of 5000 feet. Such
hill-side cultivation depends entirely on rain for its moisture,
for water cannot be brought to such spots for irrigation.

Farther back, are higher, rocky, mountains that reach some
2000 feet above the forest limit; these make part of the range
that bounds Kashmir ; over a long depression in this the Banihal
road leads to that country. Farther west there are the ridges of
Dainkmarg, Patal, and Sartali, all which have bold rocky
summits.

The branch valley, in which flows the Banihal stream, reaches
up among these mountains. Along the bottom of it are ever-
greens and deciduous trees, making a beautiful and varied foliage.
The steep hillsides above have long-leafed pines scattered over
them; among these the road leads us, cut into the bank in
winding contours, high above the stream. Farther up the valley
the road comes to the very side of the stream, which flows among
fallen rocks, often rushing over them in rapids. As we go up we
gradually leave behind the trees of the lower region, and get
among those that frequent higher levels.

Following up the main river, the next place where I have

12
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approached it is Jangalwir. Here the level of the water is about
8000 feet; the rock is of a character to affect the form of the
river channel ; some four miles above Jangalwar the river flows
through a narrow gorge formed by massive rocks of a siliceous
mica schist. The mountains that rise up from this make a narrow
steep-sided valley; for a height of four or five thousand feet
above the stream the general slope is 37°; and so, with the
indentations of side valleys, it continues to near Kishtwar.

KIsETWAR.

I first got sight of Kishtwar from an upper road, away from
the valley road. The view pleased the eye by displaying a plain
in the midst of the mountains, not perfectly level, but undulating,
everywhere cultivated, dotted with villages. This plain, which is
about four miles in length from north to south and two miles
across, is bounded on the right by mountains, and in front beyond
it were seen mountains; on the left, that is on the west, it was
ended by a deep ravine where the river flowed, the farther bank
of this again being formed by lofty rocky mountains.

To reach this plain or plateau we had first to descend deep
into another ravine that bounds it on the south, and from that
to rise again. The plateau is 5300 or 5400 feet above the sea.
Unlike most of the flatter openings among the hills, it is not
a mere plain nor a terraced slope, but it has little eminences and
undulations ; nearly all is under cultivation. The villages are
shaded by plane-trees and by fruit-trees; leading from one hamlet
to another are hedge-rowed lanes, with white and yellow and red
rose, and other shrubs, flowering. By the town is a beautiful
piece of smooth, nearly level, turf, half a mile long and a furlong
broad, called the Chaugim, a place in former times kept for Polo
playing, for which the carved goal-stones still remain, but now
only common hockey is played on it; this place, too, has some
fine chinar or plane trees ornamenting it, and one massive but
broken deodar-tree.

When one has been travelling over rough roads in a. mountain
tract, and has not for many days seen any level ground, the sight
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of such a plain as this of Kishtwar gives one a peculiar pleasure;
the secluded space, so well adorned with verdure and with flowers,
and enclosed by great mountains, will from every one who sees it
gain admiration.

As a rule, the mountains around are rocky below and have
wooded slopes -above ; the wood is oak on the eastern hills, and
deodar and fir on the opposite ridge. T'he mountain on the south-
west of the plain is a remarkable one; it is separated from
us as we stand at the western edge of our plateau by the river
valley, which has been cut down to some 1300 feet below us;
as we look across, a great cliff of some 3000 feet of height faces
us, from the summit of which the ground slopes back to the
wooded ridge. The most conspicuous and beautiful feature is
made by the drainage from the upper part coming over the cliff
in a waterfall of great height. Of this fall it is impossible to
obtain a near and at the same time general view, but by going
some way down the slope we get a fair sight of it, though at
the distance of a mile or more. The water comes down not
in one but many jumps; the aggregate height of the falls within
view is about 2500 feet, and above these are a few hundred feet
more, which can be seen from other points. The first two falls
are each of about 500 feet; these are conspicuous from the town;
below them are two or three small ones, making up six or seven
hundred feet more; then there are irregular drops and cascades,
partly hidden by vegetation and by the irregularities of the
channel, these extending for some eight hundred feet to the
river ; thus the two and a half thousand feet are made up.

In this waterfall there is every variety of movement. In the
greater leaps the water—although in volume not little, for the
roar is distinctly heard at a distance of two miles—becomes scat-
tered into spray ; again it collects and comes over the next ledge
in a thick stream ; in parts it divides into various lines, which, at
the distance, seem vertical, immovable, white threads. In the
morning sun the spray made in the greater leaps shows prismatic
colours, visible even at the distance of our chosen point—a pheno-
menon attributed by the people of the place to fairies who bathe
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in and display the strange hues of their bodies through the shower.
The cascade is in greatest force in the spring, on the melting of
the snows above, and it was thus I saw it; from that time it
diminishes, but it is again increased when heavy rain falls
in the rainy season, that is, the late summer; in winter it is
least. :

The small town of Kishtwar is dirty and dilapidated. There
are about 200 houses, including a bazaar with some shops; but
there was a complete absence of life, of the busy cheerfulness one
sees in some bazaars. ‘The people seem to have been brought to
a low stage of poverty from having in former years been given
over to the Wazir family, which still holds much influence here.
Two large houses, built after the fashion of the houses of the
richer people in Kashmir, which belong to that family, are excep-
tions to the general state of decay. There is an old fort, on a
little rising ground, oblong, with corner towers and other project-
ing buildings: it is manned by some thirty men.

The inhabitants are more than half Kashmiri; the rest are
Hindis of the Thakar, Krir, and and other castes. The Kash-
miris here, too, carry on their shawl work; there are some twenty
workshops for it in the town. In this place, as in Bhadarwah,
they seem to have settled for some generations.

The climate of Kishtwar is something like that of Bhadarwah,
but it is somewhat warmer, and must have a less fall of rain and
snow. Snow falls during four months, but it does not continually
stay on the ground ; it may do so for twenty days at a time. On
the slope towards the river, 1000 or 1500 feet below, it stays but
a day. The fruits produced are apple, quince, three kinds of
pear, plum, a few apricots, cherry, peach, grape, mulberry, and
walnut.

KisaTwir HIsTORY.

Kishtwar was governed by Rajpit Rajas, who in early times
probably ruled independent of all others.

The first whose name I can hear of is Raja Bhagwan Singh,
who must have lived 200 years or more ago, as he was seven
generations back from the one who was ruler fifty years ago.



Caar. VL] KISHTWAR HISTORY. 119

The name of Raja Bhagwan Singh was preserved from the ob-
livion that has overtaken his ancestors solely by his having had the
hardihood to make war on the King of Delhi of the time. It was
in the direction of Kashmir—then ruled from Delhi—that occurred
the collision between these two powers so disproportioned in force.
Tradition says that there was some fighting, but that the Raja
ultimately snbmitted,* and then the King of Delhi kindly bestowed
two Wazirs upon him, to advise him, to see that he committed no
such errors as the last. The names of these two were Jiiin Pal
and Kahn Pal; they were Khatris of Delhi. It is a curious thing
that descendants of these men to this day are in Kishtwir ; I made
acquaintance with some of them. The position of these two
Wazirs must have been just like that of a British Resident at
a Native Court in India now; but in that their office became here-
ditary, and that their families for generations supplied advisers to
the ruler, the parallel does not hold.

After Bhagwan Singh, came in regular descent Raja Maha
Singh (or perhaps Man Singh) and Raja Jy Singh, of whom
nothing is recorded.

Then came (I am told he was son to the last named) Raja
Girat Singh. This one left his old faith and became a Muham-
madan, being converted by the miracles of one Syed Shah Farid-
ud-Din. Girat Singh was called also a disciple of the Emperor
Aurangzeb, who gave him the new name and title of Raja Sa’adat
Yar Khan.

This conversion seems to have been followed \by that of a
certain number, but by no means a majority, of the Kishtwar
people. Of Muhammadanised Kishtwaris, as distinguished from
Kashmiris who, being Mubhammadans, came in and settled, there
are some both in the town and in the villages. No doubt many
of the servants of the Raja turned Muhammadan with him. We
must remember that at that time the faith had the prestige of

* One march on the road from Kishtwar to Kashmir is & place called Mughal
Maidan, or, by the Kashmiri, Mughal Mizar ; Maidan means plain, Mizar means bury-
ing-place. People say that here some two hundred Mughal soldiers, that is, soldiers
of the Delhi King, were cut up by the Kishtwar Raja's forces ; it is probable that this
happened on the very occasion spoken of in the text.
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being the one held by the rulers of India. I have met people,
Muhammadans, descended from the farash, or carpet-layers of the
Raja, who were converted with him.

After this first Muhammadan Raja (whose change of religion
determined the faith of all succeeding Rajas) came Raja Amlak
Singh, who received from the King of Delhi the style of Raja
Sa’adatmand Khan. Then came Raja Mihr Singh, who received
from the same source the title of Raja Sa’idmand Khan. Next
came Raja Suhan Singh ; then Raja 'Inayat Ulla Singh ; lastly,
Raja Muhammad Teg Singh, also called Saif Ulla Khan. It is
curious to see how the Rajas kept to their old title of Singh, in
spite of having received from the emperors the Muhammadan one
of Khan.

Raja Teg Singh was the last independent Kishtwari ruler.
Down to his time the descendants of the two Wazirs sent from
Delhi were serving the family (they, by-the-bye, had not become
Muhammadans) ; but Raja Teg Singh made his chief adviser,
and gave the title of Wazir to, one Lakpat, a Thakar, who till
then had been a small landholder. This man came to have
a quarrel with his master, and I have heard something about
the Raja drawing on him and wounding him. At all events,
Wazir Lakpat fled from Kishtwar and came to Raja Gulab Singh,
at Jummoo, and put him up to annexing Kishtwar, showing how
easily it could be done. Guldb Singh brought a force to Doda,
and there was met by the Raja, who, without fighting, gave himself
up. He went to Lahor, to Ranjit Singh's Court. Teg Singh had
two sons, Jemal Singh and Zurawar Singh. Cunningham says
that the representative of the family (whether one of these two
or a further descendant I do not know) was converted to Chris-
tianity by an American missionary at Ludhiéna.

Kishtwar has ever since belonged to Jummoo. Wazir Lakpat
held high office under Raja Gulib Singh, and did him good
service; he was killed at Munshi Bagh, close to Sirinagar, in
the fight between Gulab Singh’s troops and Shekh Imém-ud-din’s,
in the year 1846. His son was Wazir Zuraord, who was a con-
fidential minister of the Maharaja’s when I came to Jummoo;
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he died while I was there. The family still bave in some way
power, and I think hold land, in Kishtwar.

It has been said above that the descendants of the two Wazirs
from Delhi for long remained in power in Kishtwar. They were,
in fact, hereditary ministers. They so far left the rules of their
caste—induced to do 8o, no doubt, by their isolated position away-
from all their caste-fellows—as to intermarry with the Thakars.
When I was in Kishtwir an old gentleman of that family,
Wazir Khoja Bhoncha, a man then over eighty, a man who had
travelled, who had seen Multin and Peshawar, told me of some
of the events written above, and of others in which he had been
an on-looker, and even an actor. Some of these are connected,
distantly perhaps, with the late history of our own country. He
told me about Shiah Shuja’-ul-Mulk, the refugee King of Kabul,
the supporting of whom afterwards brought so much trouble to
the British nation; how one day, on Bysikhi, the festival held on
the first of the month of Bysikh, Shah Shuja, got free from the
toils that Ranjit Singh of Lahor was holding him in, and made
his way through the mountains, all strange to him, through, neces-
sarily, tracts held by Hindd rulers, whose protection, as they
were more or less under the influence of the Sikh power, he
could not rely on, to Kishtwir, to the one Hill Raja of those
parts who was of his own faith. The Raja of Kishtwar enter-
tained him well, and supplied his wants for two years. This
Wazir Khoja Bhoncha was appointed to attend him as mih-
mandar, or guest-keeper. The Wazir spoke with great admi-
ration of Shah Shuja’, as a fine man, and a man of real kingly
disposition and presence. After staying quietly in Kishtwar for
two years, the detbroned king became impatient, and he formed
the wild scheme of attacking Kashmir. The traveller Vigne
says that, Azim Khin being then the Afghin Governor of
Kashmir, Shah Shuja’ entered it by the Mirbal Pass with three
or four thousand men. He was defeated, and was obliged to
return to Kishtwar. Ranjit Singh, who himself was making
attempts on Kashmir, was not going to let Shih Shuja’ carry on
such projects, and he would not have him remain in Kishtwar.
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He sent word to the Raja to forward the refugee to him as a
prisoner. This the host declined to do, but it became necessary
for Shah Shuja’ to leave his protector for fear he should bring
about his ruin. The advance on Kashmir probably was in 1815;
the retirement from Kishtwar in 1816. Crossing the snowy range
to Zanskar, and marching along at the back of it, Shah Shuja’
came over into Kuld, and made his way down to Ludhiina, the
British frontier post. From the time he reached that place till
his death his strange fortunes make part of British history.

KisHTWAR TO PADAR.

We will now trace the Chinab still farther up, into the district
which bears the name of Padar. In doing this we shall get among
mountains of a different character from those hitherto described,
too lofty to be classed as “Middle Mountains;” but it will be
more convenient to follow the river into this higher part of its
valley now than to break off on account of its not strictly coming
under the heading of this chapter.

It has been said that this Chinab river flows in a deep hollow
many hundred feet below the Kishtwar plateau. A road from
Kishtwar to Kashmir crosses the river just above the junction of
the Wardwan stream, which flows in from the north. The level of
the junction I made to be about 3600 feet. Above the junction,
for some hundred yards, the Chinib comes through a narrow
channel in the rock, only 60 feet wide, flowing smoothly and
slowly, with doubtless a great depth of water. The rise and fall
between winter and summer is about 30 feet. It is here bridged
in a way that is often adopted among these high mountains for
the larger rivers. There is a suspension bridge of simple con-
struction. First of all, a dozen or more ropes, more than long
enough to span the river, are made of twisted twigs, commonly of
the birch, but other trees or shrubs are used as well ; each of
these ropes, rough, with the cut ends of the twigs projecting, is
about of that thickness that it can just be spanned with the finger
and thumb. These are collected into three groups, each group of
four or more ropes loosely twisted together; one of these cables is
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hung across for one’s footing ; the other two, a yard above it, one
on each side, are for one to steady one’s self by. The passage of
these rope bridges (which go by the name of Jhula, that is to say,
a swing) is usually not difficult ; still, for some people, the seeing
a torrent roaring beneath the feet, with only a few twigs for
support, is nervous work; when, with a bridge of large span, there
is a bigh wind that sways it to and fro it is really difficult to those
unused, and even to those used to the work if they have to carry a
load. Traffic is sometimes stopped for some hours by reason of
the wind. The greatest span of a bridge of this sort that I have
known is about 300 feet The one at Rondi I measured, and
found to be 370 feet in the curve. '

It will be understood that four-footed beasts cannot cross by
these bridges: in this case by Kishtwar, ponies are swum across,
aided by a rope held by a man who leads it across the bridge.
This is a dangerous business for the animals, and it often leads to
losses, for one mistake or a little hesitation will cause them to be
drowned. I have met with one exception to the rule of four-footed
animals not crossing these bridges. I knew a dog who commonly
followed his master over them; it was a spaniel of English ex-
traction that belonged to the Thanadar of Zanskar: he would
deliberately, slowly, walk along the rough twig-ropes, steadying
himself at every step; even when the bridge was swaying in the
wind he never lost his nerve.

Such a bridge as this is renewed every three years, if before
that it is not carried away by any unusual flood.*

Following the river up towards Padar, we get at once among
high rocky mountains.

The road takes a shorter way than the river, rising over the
last spur. It is four days’ march from Kishtwar to Atholi, in

* About Muzafaribid the ropes composing the Jhiilas are made of buffalo-hide,
In some parts of the Chinab Valley another sort of bridge is in use ; it is called Chika,
which may be translated * haul-bridge ; ” a smooth rope of several strands is hung
across, and on this traverses a wooden ring, from which hangs a loop in which one
seats one’s self; by another rope the ring and all are pulled across; down the curve

the passage is quick, but the pulling up is a slow procees, sometimes interrupted
by the breaking of the hauling rope, when the passenger is left swinging in the
middle.

.
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Padar, the distance being 48 miles. In the first day’s march we
pass through a thick forest of oak varied with firs, The path con-
toured through it for some miles; there were signs of deserted
terrace-fields, which must have been thrown out of cultivation long
ago, for oaks of 6 feet girth were growing on them. Anon the
road passed along a rocky face of hill somewhat difficult to cross;
again we came to a wooded slope, where there was a mixed forest
of deodar, Pinus excelsa, oak, and chestnut, with underwood of hazel ;
and so, with many ups and downs and much curving in and out of
the ravines, mostly among woods, Bagni, the first stage, was reached.

For the next two marches and more the way leads over
somewhat similar ground, but with greater heights to climb.
The river is edged by cliffs, and to avoid them the path rises
to great heights. In one march we had to ascend as much as
2500 feet. The road was in many parts difficult; sometimes we
had to ascend many hundred feet across smooth slopes of rock ;
where not rocky, the ground was often in forest; there was little
cultivation, but there were signs of there having been more in
some former time.

Our height above the river gave such an advantage for seeing
the mountains on the opposite side of it that the views from many
points along the march were some of the grandest I had seen in
the Himalayas. We looked across the valley, sometimes with a
clear open view, rometimes getting peeps through the dense forest,
on to great broken cliffs or rocky slopes that rose direct from the
river for 6000 or 7000 feet ; these were the ends of mighty spurs
from the lofty ridge beyond, which we sighted, as we passed along,
looking up the valleys that in succession opened between the
spurs.

From one of the highest points reached by the road, a place
called Sir, 8700 feet high, which was formerly a summer grazing
place, and is the halting place at the end of the third march, we
saw as great a vertical height within a few miles as one can often
gee even in the Himalayas. The summit was 12 miles distant, and
in that space a height of 16,000 feet was visible. There ross a
magnificent set of peaks, called the Brama peaks—five points in
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a sharp rocky ridge—20,000 and 21,000 feet high ; some are so
steep as to bear little or no snow; some are thickly clothed with
it. A glacier occupied a hollow, and extended towards us for some
miles, but ended off still high up. The rocky ridges and pre-
cipitous spurs that lead down from the peaks are on a very great
scale; a thousand-foot cliff would count for little among them.
At the lower part of the slopes, wherever a little ledge has enabled
the seed to lodge, deodar-trees crown the rocks. The river washed
the foot of the spurs at a level of five or six thousand feet.

Passing on round mountain spurs on our own side, we suddenly
come into view of the inhabited part of Padar, which is altogether
on the south side of the valley. There are a number of villages
occupying ground sloping to the river, backed by lofty wooded
and snow-capped hills. The road brought us down to the level of
these villages, and then led us along the river-side for a few
miles to Atholi, which is the head-quarters of the district.

Besides the road by which we had come from Kishtwar, which
is the summer road and does not open till May, there is another
that may be traversed in the winter when the water is low,
for then some of the obstacles—the steep cliffs—can be turned
by taking to the river-bed. There are, however, some parts of
this which make it a very difficult path; it is impossible to take
ponies along it ; the upper road indeed is hardly fit for them, but
the few that go in and out of Padar go by that way, only at some
risk.

PADAR.

The space included under the name Padar consists of the
valley of the Chinab from a little below Siri, our last stage, up to
the boundary of Pangi, which belongs to Chamba, a length of
30 miles, with, in addition, the valley called Bhutni up to its
source, and the subsidiary ravines of both the Chinidb and the
Bhutna River.*

* Padar is, I believe, the proper native name. Sometimes by the Dogras, and more
often by the Zanskar people, it is called Paldar, or Paldar. Cunningham (see his
‘Ladak,’ pp. 842-344) confounds it with Padam, the chief place in Zanskar;

this mistake curiously confuses a portion of his otherwise admirable account of the
conguest of Ladikh by the Dogris.
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Padar is surrounded, we might almost say enclosed, by moun-
tains bearing perpetual snow; these give rise to glaciers, which
end off at too high a level for them to project into the main
valley. Most of the mountains in sight from below are either the
rocky or the forest-covered lower slopes. The cultivated part is
very small in extent ; there is the collection of villages in the four
miles below Atholi, where is the widest opening in the whole
tract ; and there are some small villages at intervals farther up
the two valleys. All these together have 400 houses.

Atholi, which may be counted the chief place in Padar, is on
an alluvial platean, 6360 feet above the sea and 200 feet above
the river; on the opposite bank is a wider plain, some 60 feet
lower in level. At the very point of the meeting of the Bhutna
River with the Chinab, only 40 or 50 feet above the water, is the
present fort, a little toy-looking affair; it is a square work with
round corner towers, built, in the manner of the country, of alter-
nate courses of stone and timber, and plastered over; it is garri-
soned by ten or twelve men. Behind the fort are remains of the
former town of Chatargarh; these are linear heaps of stones,
arranged, on the whole, in a square form. On the same plateau
are groups of trees, sheltering some wooden temples and shrines.

The Chinab, which flows between the two plateaus, comes from
the direction of Pangi through a rock-bounded gorge, in a narrow
deep stream ; then widening out it sweeps along below Atholi. At
the beginning of June, when the sun was fast melting the snows,
and the glacier-water was bringing down in suspension a fine light
drab mud that coloured the whole river, the rate of the current
at this spot was 6} miles an hour. It is here spanned by a
rope bridge; a wooden bridge that for some yecars had existed,
was carried away by a flood about 1865; this probably was the
flood which I heard of as having been brought about by a natural
damming of the river in Lahol far away up; the breaking of the
dam made the waters rise at Atholi to something like 100 feet
above their winter level.

The climate of Padar is severe. From its elevation, and the
considerable moisture of its air, there is a great fall of snow in
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winter. I hear that snow gets to be 3 feet deep and stays 4 or 5
months, and that there is a good chance of it falling at unseason-
able times besides. This and a want of sun make it difficult for
the crops to ripen. The sunshine is intercepted, not only by the
clouds that the mountains attract, but also by the mountains
themselves, which shut in the valley so closely. At Atholl I
found that the average angular elevation of the visible horizon—
that is, of the mountain-summits all round—was 18°. This want
of sunshine affects the fruits, which do not well ripen, though
some fruit-trees, especially walnut trees, are common.

Padar is one of the few places where I have met with the
edible pine, Pinus Gerardiana ; it is a large spreading tree with
smooth bark ; scattered individuals of it are found in the forest.*
Wild carraway grows here, and is gathered in quantities to be
carried to Jummoo for sale; the price in Padar is about eight-
pence a pound.

The district we are now in is one of those where deodar
forests occur in such positions as make it practicable to fell the
trees for timber for use in the Panjab. The necessary condition
is that the slope on which the trees grow should be so near a
large stream that without an extreme amount of labour the logs
can be moved or slid, without fear of splitting, into the water,
where they will float away down the stream.

Since the beginning of British rule in the Panjib the demand
for deodar timber has been great. No tree grows in any quantity
in the Panjab which will produce beams fit for a large building.
Hence in former times to some extent, but still more since the
British came there, the Panjab has called on the Himalayas to
supply it with timber ; of all the Himalayan trees the deodar has
been proved to be the best to resist the destructive insects,
especially the white ants, which abound in the plains.

In the course of years the most favourably situated deodar
forests in the Chindb Valley have been felled, and there now
remain chiefly trees which either are of a less girth than can be

* The only other part where I have found this tree is near Diiiyan, in the Astor
country, as mentioned in Chapter xvi1.
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used to the best advantage, or are at such a distance from the
stream-bank that the transport of the logs to the water is difficult,
or, may be, would involve a prohibitory expense.

What was considered a good tree was one whose girth a few
feet above the ground would be not under 9 feet, and whose
height, for useful timber, was 60 or 70 feet; now in the forests we
passed through from Kishtwar hither, the common girth was 5 or
6 feet only.

The plan is to fell the tree with axes, and cut it into logs
of length varying, according to the use the timber is to be put
to, from 10 feet to 20 or more, and to mark them in some distinc-
tive way. The logs are then rolled or slid down the hill-side, or
down some small ravine of regular slope, to the river.

This work is done in the spring and early summer—or if
deferred till the autumn, it would be but in preparation for the
next year—so that, on the rising of the river from the snow-
melting, in May, June, July, and August, the logs may float
away. In spite of some of them becoming stuck on the rocks or
stranded on the shore, a good many will find their way through
the mountain country to where the ‘river debouches into the
plains. What is done with them there we shall see when we
come again to Akhnir, on our march to Kashmir.

Although nearly all the easily-reached deodar-trees of large
size have been cut down, there still remain, in the valleys of the
Chinab and its tributaries, forests that may be made available by
longer slides; and there are besides, in places very accessible,
numbers of trees which, though not of full size, will yet produce
much useful timber.

While in Padar I heard accounts, and carefully verified them,
of avalanches that have at various times occurred there. They
come from the range on the south. The summits of this are at
a level of 15,000 and 16,000 feet ; from that height down to the
Padar Valley is a fall of 9000 or 10,000 feet in six miles. The
valleys that drain great spaces of these snow-covered mountains
narrow at last to a gorge, just before debouching into the main
valley of Padar. It is in years when unusually much snow has
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fallen on the mountains that avalanches come ; the snow rushes
out of the gorge that makes the mouth of the side ravine in a
continuous flow that lasts for half an hour or nearly an hour,
carrying down stones and trees, carrying them down the sloping
ground of the alluvial fan at the embouchure of the ravine.
On one of these fans were stones 6 feet across, which had been,
in the cognizance of my informants, brought over it by such an
avalanche, and I believe that much larger masses have been thus
moved.

The time when this phenomenon may occur is in the months
of Poh and Mingh, that is, between the middle of December and
the middle of February. The snow was described to me as being
like flour.* The flow of it seems a real drainage of snow from
a great area of the surface into the one line of the gorge.

There are stone-phenomena at Padar and some other places,
the accounting for which will be helped on by a knowledge of
the occurrence of these avalanches. There are lines of heaped
stones parallel with the side streams and leading up to the gorge
from which may have come the avalanche; they are not like an
alluvial fan deposit, though they are sometimes mixed up with
that, and they are often too regular to be like the moraine of an
old glacier; the material of such long stone-heaps was, I think,
brought down with the rush of snow and deposited just at the
side of the stream of it. It is, however, often difficult to decide
whether a particular deposit should be referred to this agency or
should be classed as an old moraine.

PipAr HisTORY.

Let us now turn from these physical details to learn a little

of the history of the men who inhabit the district.
The people of Padar are in great part Thakars. There are
also some low-caste people, chiefly of the Megh caste; there is
* In Tyndall’s ¢ Glaciers of the Alps,’ pp. 164-5, there is an account of an
" avalanche at 8aas, where also the enow is likened to flour; the fineness of it must be

due to its forming at high altitudes, at a very low temperature, and perhaps to there
being at the time of its formation but a small positive amount of moisture in the
air.

K
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an entire village of these near the fort. There are a few Mu-
hammadans who probably are converted Thakars. The Thakars
have just those characteristics by which we described the Paharis
generally.

Besides the Hindiis and Muhammadans, there are two or three
hamlets towards the head of Bhutna, eleven houses in all, inha-
bited by Bhots or Buddhists from Zanskéar, on the farther side
of the great range. I here only mention their occurrence; the
characters of that Tibetan race they belong to will be given
farther on, under the heading of Ladakh.

The people of Padar seem a good deal given to serpent
worship; they do not, however, separate it from their observance
of the rites of the Hindi religion ; the serpent is reckoned among
the many devtas or gods recognised by that faith; one sees
temples raised to different nag-devtas, or serpent-gods, which are
adorned with wood-carvings of snakes in many forms.*

The earliest state of Padar that I can hear of is in a period
that ended more than two hundred years ago; then the chief
men, or the rulers, or the ruling caste, were Ranas. Rina is an old
Hindi word for a ruler who (in these parts, at all events) is less
in power than a Raja. The Ranas of Padar were Rijpits; every
village or every two or three villages had its Réana, an inde-
pendent ruler, who used to make war against his neighbour the
next-door Rana. The district of Pangl was, I believe, in the same
state. There are descendants of these Rands in Padar to this
day ; they have taken to cultivation and till the bit of land that
has been preserved to them; but they still keep their caste dis-
tinct ; they will marry the daughters of Thakars, but will not give
theirs to them in marriage.}

That state of things, so pleasant for the Ranas, was broken in
upon by Raja Chatar Singh, of Chamba, who was eight genersa-
tions back from Raja Sr1 Singh, who was ruler in 1869; the time

* One of these temples is where there comes out a hot spring of considerable
volume which has a temperature of 131°; bubbles of sulphuretted hydrogen escape
from it. Here a bathing-place has been built, and & dharmsala or resting-place for
faql;&Rinis are met with also in Bhadarwah.
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of the change may therefore have been about 1650 o.p. Chatar
Singh first conquered Pangi; from there he advanced with some
200 men to Padar, and, annexing it, founded the fort and town
named after him Chatargarh, whose ruins or traces are still to
be seen opposite to Atholi.

The place flourished well ; forty years ago it had 140 houses
—a large collection for this thinly-peopled country—nearly all
enclosed within the four walls of the square fort. Water was
brought to it from a ravine at some distance, being led across the
plain in a wooden trough raised on a stone bank. I am told that
on the founding of this town most of the followers of Chatar
Singh settled there and formed the mass of the male population.
Those who settled, whatever their caste—Brahman, Rajpit, or
what—intermarried with the inhabitants and became practically
Thakars. One of my informants told me that he himself was
descended from a Brahman who was of that immigration, but now
he could call himself nothing but a Thakar.

From Chatar Singh’s time onwards Padar remained comfort-
ably under the Rajas of Chamba for five or six generations.

A late episode of that time I was told of by the Padar people,
and incline in the main to believe, though I bave not verified the
story. They say that about the year 1820 or 1825 A.p., they
made up an expedition against Zanskar, and brought that country
(which was held by a Bhot Raja, under Ladakh) to be so far
tributary that every year 1000 rupees, besides musk-bags and
other things, were sent by the ruler of Zanskar as nazar to the
Chamba Raja. A strange feature of this business was that it was
carried through by one Ratani, a Thakar, a small landowner of
Pidar, and not by orders from Chamba.

The event that led to the next change in Padar was the in-
vasion of Ladakh by the Jummoo troops under Zurdwar Singh
Kaliria,* a leader in the service of Maharaja Gulab Singh, in 1834.
Of this invasion an interesting account is given by Cunningham
from an actor in it. At the end of the first year of the war in

* Kaliiria is the name of the tribe of Rajpiits (located near Simla), to which this
bold leader belonged.

K 2
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Ladakh, Zurdwar Singh sent Wazir Lakpat (whose early career
we have traced from Kishtwar) from Zanskar to Padar, in order to
open a new road from Jummoo to Ladakh.

Cunningham’s account says there was some little fighting.
Lakpat passed on, leaving only a thanadar and a few men in Padar,
having done no harm to the place. After Lakpat had left, the
enterprising Ratanii above mentioned stirred up the people, who
geized the Dogrés and sent them prisoners to Chamba.

The Raja of Chamba disavowed the act to Gulab Singh, and,
releasing the prisoners, sent them to Jummoo. Bat this did not
avert the consequences. On the opening of the season Zurawar
Singh himself came with a force (Cunningham’s informant says
3000 men), but he was unable to get at Chatargarh, for the
bridges across the Chinab had been destroyed. He was thus kept
at bay for two months; during this time he had established a
battery on the edge of the plateau, on the left bank, where it
overlooks Chatargarh.

At last, with the help of some peasants, the Dogris got a rope
across a few miles lower down, and crossing over by means of
this, they came up the right bank of the Chinab; then, getting
across the Bhutni River by a bridge that had not been destroyed,
they advanced on Chatargarh, took it by storm, and set fire to and
completely destroyed the town, so that nothing but heaps of stones
were left. Zurawar Singh hanged several people, and mutilated
several. By these measures and by the building of the present
fort, the Jummoo rule became firmly established in Padar, which
has remained quiet ever since; it is now under the Tahsildar of
Bhadarwah. :

I must not omit to tell of the end of Ratand, the patriot. He
was sent prisoner to Jummoo, and there kept in confinement for
three or four years; then he was released, and received for his
maintenance a small jagir, or land-grant, in the Kishtwar country,
which his sons still hold. Once after this he offended Gulab
Singh. On the death of the Raja of Chamba of that time he
shaved his beard; it is the custom, as we have seen at Jum-
moo, for Hindiis to do this on the loss of their sovereign, and,
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so far as it went, it was a sign of disobedience against, a disavowal
of, the authority of Maharaja Guldab Singh. That ruler had
Ratani brought to him at Jummoo, but then forgave him,

BHUTNA.

We have seen that Padar includes the valley called Bhutna,
which leads down from the great snowy range till it joins the
Chindb Valley. From Padar a road goes up Bhutna and crosses
to Zanskar by the high, snowy, and difficult Pass named Umasi La
by the Zanskar people, and Bardhar by the Padar people and the
Dogras. I passed from Padar over this Pass to Ladakh, but I do
not propose to tell of the journey, only to take the reader up the
Bhutné Valley to see what there is of interest on this side of the
8NOWY range.

Crossing both the Chindb and its tributary, we went along the
right bank of the latter by a fair path, sometimes 200 or 300 feet
above the stream, and sometimes at the level of it. We passed
patches of cultivation on both sides, and several hamlets of a few
houses each; some of the villages had walnut-trees flourishing,
but their fruit does not here ripen well. At one part we went
through an oak wood, which grew on both hill-sides. Deodar had
been growing, chiefly on the left bank above the oak, and farther
up the valley it had reached down to the river, but it had all been
felled for timber.

These hill-sides which we passed along, as is commonly the
case in the narrow Himalayan valleys, were the extremities of
spurs from greater ridges; they themselves showed us a face of
some thousand feet, but they were connected with much more
lofty mountains, mountains of perpetual snow, 18,000 to 20,000 feet
high, which are only sometimes caught sight of through the
dividing side-ravines.

Above Kundhel we see instances of a fall of rock having
dammed the river. Going upwards, we first find the water coming
over the talus or fan-material (the cause of the damming) in a
cataract, while immediately above the valley opens, and the waters
spread out almost wide enough for them to be called a lake.
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Farther up is another such cloging of the river from the side and
widening above.

These semi-lakes had apparently been quite lately formed, as
there were trees upright some feet in the water, which therefore
had been brought to its present high level by damming since the
growth of the trees. But, again, there was something to show
that the water had been yet higher before now—sandy alluvial
beds some 15 feet above the present surface. These things prove
that at different times the same event occurred ; that the lake and
accompanying lake-deposits had been formed, that the water had
drained away to a lower level by a channel being cut through the
dam, and that a later increase of the dam had caused the action to
be repeated, though not quite to the same degree as before.

As we approach Hamiiri the valley has a more stony look;
the masses of rock that have fallen from the cliffs above, or have
been carried down in snow-falls, are very conspicuous. Hamiiri
itself, a little village in the valley, 8300 feet above the sea,
interested me on account of the evidence it gave of certain recent
physical events. Some twelve years before, about 1857, a rush of
snow down the two ravines a little below the village, one on each
side of the main valley, advanced the taluses so much that these
completely dammed up the river; the waters of it rose to the
level of the village as it was then situated, and came over some
of the fields; the people left their houses for fear of inundation,
but soon the waters cut for themselves a small channel, and the
level of them was lowered some 30 feet, but still remained 60 feet
higher than at first. From the dam downwards was formed a
great and violent cascade; but above, at the time I am speak-
ing of, there was formed as it were a lake, where the water was
quite calm, and, from its depth, flowed very slowly. In the
space of three years the greater part of this depth (which must
have been 60 or 70 feet, plus the original depth of the stream)
was filled up with sediment of sand and pebbles. The point of
interest here is the great rapidity of formation of this lacustrme
or semi-lacustrine deposit.

For a year or two the village remained undisturbed; then
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misfortune came in another form. It was a very snowy year.
From the side of the valley opposite to that on which the village
stood, from the left bank, came down an avalanche, and this
was able, from the bottom of the valley of the river being so
filled up, to reach across to the village. The village would have
been ‘safe had the original form of the valley been retained, but
with the hollow bridged, as it were, with the gravel deposit, the
avalanche spread over and made a great plain of thick snow
(beneath which the river found its way), and completely buried
the houses. It was night time, and all the people were at rest;
the headman managed to dig his way out and call aid from other
villages. In about twenty hours all the inhabitants of Hamiri
were excavated alive, though some were insensible from the
confinement of the air. The people love to relate how that more
came out than had been buried, for during the night a child had
been born beneath the snow.

Hamiirl was fated to undergo further alarms. Not long after
the last event an earthquake brought down a great mass of rock
from the cliff that overlooks the place. This landslip destroyed
some of the fields and knocked in one or two of the houses,
which, however, were empty at the time; so here, too, the Hamiri
people had less ill-fortune than was threatened. But now they
concluded that it was time to leave a spot of such danger, and
they begged the authorities to give them land elsewhere; but
since the keeping up of settlements in these high parts is almost
necessary for the aid of travellers between Padar and Zanskar,
they were persuaded to stay, with the relief of some reduction
of their land-tax; so they built a new village higher up, but they
could find no site that is quite free from the danger of avalanches.

A little before coming to Hamiiri we had passed two cascades,
on the left bank, made by two streams, near together, tumbling
over successive ridges of rock; the whole fall of each was some
1500 feet. In a ravine nearer Hamiiri, where the foot of a glacier
that is embosomed high in the mountain comes to the edge of
. a steep cliff, the water from it comes over in a fall of several
hundred feet.
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I must not leave unnoticed the roches moutonnées, produced
by old glaciers, in the main valley a little higher up than Hamdri,
with grooves on the gneiss rock running in the direction of the
valley; this is about 300 feet above the river and 9200 feet
above the sea.

The highest village of any size in the Bhutni valley is
Machel, two marches, or 22 miles, from Atholi. At Machel
Bhots predominate, though there are a few families of Hindds.
The Bhots seem to have been for long settled in this upper end
of the valley. Machel is 9700 feet above the sea; the highest
inhabited place of all is Sunjim, half a march beyond Machel ;
here is but one household of Bhots, a hardy family; they are
confined within doors by the snow for seven months in the year.
We were there on the 7th June and the snow had melted from
the fields about a month before.

We had noticed, as we ascended the valley, that the vegeta-
tion gradually diminished; at Machel the mountain side had
become much barer; there were some stunted deodars, but at
a height of 9800 feet the growth of that tree altogether ended;
spruce and silver fir continued farther; birch, which had at first
appeared at 8000 feet, grew higher than all the others. The
last limits of forest trees that I observed, still along the valley,
were 12,000 feet for silver fir and 12,500 feet for birch; but
this was counting the last straggling trees.

At Sunjam, 11,000 feet, they sow wheat, peas, buckwheat,
and the kind of barley called grém, the grain of which becomes
loosened from its husk like the grain of wheat, which I shall
hereafter call “naked barley.” Often the wheat does not ripen,
but they sow some every year for the chance. Sometimes the
whole harvest fails, and then they have to go to the Kishtwar
country for grain, taking down sheep to exchange.

Beyond Sunjam-is nothing but a waste of streams and bare
mountains, of glaciers and of snow.

MippLE MOUNTAINS OF THE WEST.

West of the meridian of J ummoo, as has indeed been more
than once said, these mountains have not such a wide area, nor
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one whose boundary with the Outer Hills is so well defined as is
the case on the east.

As so much time has been spent over the eastern tract, I
will now do little more than point out where on the west similar
spaces occur.

Just west of the Chinib, behind Pauni, a ridge, which cor-
responds to the one we traced as far as that river from the east,
rises suddenly and towers above the Outer Hills which lie to the
south of it. This is called Dragari Thar, being sacred to a
devta whose name is Dragar. The south face of it is a great
escarpment ; it has a line of precipitous limestone cliffs, of which
the part vertical is about 1000 feet, and far down beneath that
a talus-slope continues; the ridge is narrow and the ground
inclines quickly, but not precipitously, down to the north.

Looking in that direction from the summit, we get a general
view of this mountain-tract which shows it to have the same
characters as that around Ramban and Bhadarwah. ‘We see a
number of ridges, some parallel for a short distance, some branch-
ing, spreading out in innumerable spurs in every direction. The
lower parts are dotted with chil-trees and with patches, or, as
they appear in the distance, specks of cultivated ground. The
higher ridges bear thick forest of the other pine. These moun-
tains are in the tract called Budil, which is drained by the Ans
River. I have never been over it, but, from accounts, believe it
to be very similar to what was described behind Rimban, and
to have for inhabitants the same Pahari race. Beyond appears
the snowy Panjal, the southern boundary of Kashmir, which at
this part is a complete ridge, nowhere broken by a gap, only
jagged by rocky peaks standing up out of the snowy mass, In
the beginning of May, when I saw the range from this spot,
snow was covering a great vertical height of the mountains, but
by August or September all melts away, except a few beds that
have collected to a thickness by snow-slips.

The neighbourhood around Dragari Thar produces iron, which
is smelted by the caste called Dhéyar. These men, at the start-
ing of a new furnace or the beginning of any other important
business, go to a spot on the ridge where there is an altar raised
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to the devta Dragar, and there sacrifice. They kill a goat
and burn some ghi before the altar. The ghi burnt, they eat
the goat themselves, not, I think, sparing even the head to the
flames. The iron spoon the ghi was burnt in is left. There were
something like a hundred iron spoons accumulated, and around
some iron tridents were placed, and a collection of strangely-
shaped stones.

The next part that I know of these mountains is the country
between Rajaori and the Pir Panjal Pass. If we leave the main
road to Kashmir and go up the Darhal valley, we find ourselves
at first between hills of the character of those which we have
classed as “Outer Hills,” but in about six miles they take the
character of those of the “ Pahar;” this is partly due to change
of geological formation—for we have here come upon older rocks
—and partly to increased height. The slopes are more con-
tinuous; they are unbroken by parallel jutting beds; their sur-
face is better suited for the growth of forest trees. At the village
called Bari Darhal, a few miles farther up, we are quite among
mountaims of this kind ; they are all clothed with thick wood,
in the lower part of deciduous trees, while, above, the forest
suddenly changes to fir, which extends far up the slope till
replaced at the last by birch. These mountains belong to the
Ratan Ridge, which not far from here branches from the Panjal
Range; the ridge itself, with its spurs and the space included
between it and the high range, extending towards Panch, make
another wide tract of “Middle Mountains.” We shall come again
to the Ratan Ridge on our march to Kashmir.

There is another long ridge, similar in many respects to the
Ratan Ridge. It branches off from the Panjal Range farther to
the north-west, and runs in a general way from east to west, for
50 miles straight, or nearly 70 measured along its course. This,
with its branches and spurs, occupies an area between the
latitude-parallel of Pinch and the Jhelam river, which area
also we must count to belong to the tract.
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CHAPTER VII.

MARCH FROM JUMMOO TO KASHMIR.

ROUTES FROM THE PLAINS TO BSIRINAGAR, IN KASHMIR — PREPARATIONS FOR THE
JOURNEY — JUMMOO TO AKHNUR; ONE MARCH — TIMBER CATCHING AT AKHNUB —
AKHNUR TO RAJAORI; FIVE MARCHES — RAJAORI TO SIRINAGAR; EIGHT MARCHES.

AFTER the Middle Mountains, the next tract that will have our
attention is Kashmir. Before, however, beginning on that
country, I propose to give, in this separate chapter, some account
of the roads, but especially of one of them, between the Panjab
and Kashmir, both for an example of the kind of travelling one
experiences in such countries as these, and for the sake of con-
necting in the reader’s mind those parts which up till now we
have dwelt on with the countries beyond.

RouTES FROM THE PLAINS TO SIRINAGAR, IN KASHMIR,

The statement of the number of routes between the plains
and Kashmir may be varied, the number may be made greater or
less, according as.one takes in or leaves out the less frequented,
difficult, roads, and according to whether one counts the combina-
tions that may be made by following first one route, then by a
cross-road joining another. In the Political Map are shown six or
seven routes that start from various parts of the plains and unite
at Sirlnagar the capital of Kashmir, and in Appendix IV. the
marches in each route are given in detail.

The various roads are used in different degrees and for different
purposes.

The road from Jummoo by Banihil is the chief commercial
route. It has become so for the reason that its starting-point in
the hills is not very far from Amritsar, the emporium of the
Panjab, between which place and Jummoo there has long been
a close commercial connection, while the road is open for more
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months of the year than some of the others. But the path itself
is not good, nor is the country it goes over favourable to com-
munications; there are five distinct ridges of hill to be crossed,
besides many ups and downs over spurs that cause almost as much
labour as do the passes. Horses can pass along it, though with
some difficulty ; the greater part of the carriage is done by men,
or, in the case of grain, by pack-bullocks.

The second road, by Budil, is so far worse than the last that
it is impassable for horses; it is only traversed by men, chiefly by
those engaged in carrying up loads of salt and bringing down
ghi.

No. 3 is a cross-read from Jummoo to join the next.

The road numbered 4, from Bhimbar over the Pir Panjal Pass,
is the one, as told in Chapter v., that the Delhi Emperors used
to go by, and that at this day English travellers mach frequent.
It is a road that one can ride over on a hill pony.

The next, from Bhimbar, by Rajaori and Pinch, to Sirinagar,
is a combination of numbers 4, 5, and 6. It avoids the high Pir
Panjal Pass, and for that reason it is freer from snow, and open
for traffic earlier in the season, than the preceding one.

The route marked No. 6, from Jhelam, is not much used, since
it traverses rough ground. In some respects, however, it has
advantages over the others. It seems to me likely that when the
railway from Lahor is completed as far as Jhelam, that place
will become a good starting-point for Kashmir, and this road may
get more into favour, and merit a better construction and main-
tenance.

Route No. 7, from the British Hill-station of Mari, or Murree,
is not much used for commercial purposes, but is a great deal fre-
quented by English travellers. One can now go right up into the
hills, to Mari itself, by post-carriage, and there, already in cool
breezes, can at leisure prepare for the march to Kashmir. The
road, too, is about the best of all ; horses can go along it without
danger.

Route No. 8, from Abbotabad by Muzafarabad, is the only one
that is free, or nearly free, from snow in the winter; besides this
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it has the advantage of not going over high ground, the ups and
downs in it are trifling; hence it is a convenient road for those
whose way, from Kashmir, say, lies in the direction at Atak and
Peshawar.

Not all of these roads are open to the English traveller (whose
journeyings involve special arrangements); the first three are
closed to him. The others have been open to Englishmen for six
months of the year. Quite lately new arrangements have been
made; I am not sure whether or no this restriction about time
has been taken off. There is now, I believe, a limitation of the
number of officers of the army who may go to Kashmir for their
leave ; 200 at one time are allowed. The justification for this is
the great requisition for carriage that, as will be seen below,
each British traveller is sure to make.*

The road I have chosen, for ourselves to look into the par-
ticulars of it, is a combination of Nos. 3 and 4. We shall go from
Jummoo in a north-westerly direction, so as to cut into the road
from Bhimbar at Rajaori, and from there onwards to Sirinagar.

PREPARATIONS FOR THE JOURNEY.

A few words before starting, as to certain specialities of travel-
ling in the Himalayas.

The natives of India are good travellers. The poor man, one
who gets his living by the use of his muscles, will make a bundle
of his extra clothes (if he has any), of his bedding and his cooking-
pots, and with that balanced on his head or slung over his shoulder,
will make a long march without asking anything of anyone, except
of the shopkeeper from whom he will buy his daily allowance of
flour or rice. The class above him, those who get, say, their living
by their pen, or by buying and selling, will surely have a pony for
the march, probably a quiet, useful animal, one that ambles along
at an easy pace; the bedding will be laid in folds on the saddle,
and the rest of the baggage carried on the pummel or else made .

* Some useful information about those routes which are open to European tra-
vellers will be found in Dr. Ince’s ‘Kashmir Handbook’ (published by Wyman
Brothers, Calcutta); and in Kashmir itself that book will be found very useful.
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fast behind. Such a traveller, with his one servant running along
at a jog-trot by his side, will be independent of porters or bag-
gage-animals; he will do his ‘march in his own time, and be
satisfied at the end of it with any accommodation he can get—
that of the mosque if he be a Muhammadan, of the Dharmsala if
he be a Hindi, or, in some cases, of the more general rest-house ;
or, in default of all of these, he will get the shelter of some
cottage—freely given to a civil application—and there make
himself at home.

It is different with the Englishman in India. His wants are
not few, nor his demands either. Accustomed to numerous at-
tendants, and to a complication of domestic appliances, he goes on
the principle, when travelling, of taking with him such a large
proportion of these as will give almost every comfort, except
what the variations of cold and heat make unattainable, even in
the wildest and most out-of-the-way parts.

I do not blame him for this : he may be right to keep all the
comforts or luxuries he can. But there is no doubt that to do
this increases the difficulty and the trouble of marching; every
diminution of impedimenta will make it so much the easier to get
along. A traveller in the hills who requires but a few porters for
his baggage will be so much more independent of set routes and
of the local authorities as to have an absence of trouble that will
counterbalance the loss of a good many material comforts.

The usual fit-out that we Englishmen carry with us in these
hills consists of a tent, carpet, bedstead, table, chairs, bedding,
clothes, and other paraphernalia ; this for one’s own tent. In the
servants’ departments there will be at least another tent (probably
two others), cooking things, plates, washing and ironing things,
eatables, and beverages to any extent that one may choose to pro-
vide them, stable-gear, and various other things that each servant
is sure to see himself provided with for his own particular work.
These, with the addition of the bedding and clothes of half a
dozen or more servants, make up a good amount of luggage to be
carried, as it mostly has to be, on coolis’ backs.

The tents to be taken in these hills are much lighter than

»
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those square double-roofed tents used in India; even the smaller
variety of that sort called “ hill-tent” is somewhat too cumber-
some. A simple tent, 9 feet square and 7 feet high, with the
sloped roof ending in a wall of 3 feet, suits us best. For natives,
a tent with the roof slope continued to the ground is good,
since, for the same height, it gives more floorspace. A small
shimidna, or square awning on four poles, with or without side
curtains, is one of those things that will add to one’s comfort; it
affords shade without the confinement of air ; for indeed the inside
of such tents as we have spoken of is almost unbearable from heat
when under a bright sun ; only one reckons on being able to pitch
under the shelter of a tree; in default, a shamiina will be most
useful. At one time I arranged a tent, of somewhat different
shape, in such a way that one side would lift up, and, being sup-
ported on a couple of sticks, do duty for a shamiina by day,
while at night the join was laced up and the tent made taut
again.

Very moderately provided after this plan one will require
some twenty coolis for porters. If one lays in stores for a march
of some months, it will want great care and a stern though discri-
minating rejection of the unnecessary, to keep the number from
running up to fifty or more.

One seldom or never has baggage animals of one’s own enough
for the carriage of the camp; it may be useful in some cases to
keep two or three mules or baggage-ponies; but it would not be
wise to depend on them, for on these rough roads they are so apt
to break down—to get a sore back or to fall lame ; and sometimes
one wants to go where neither mule nor pony can follow. The
universal practice is for an Englishman, or for any native of rank
who may get a special order from the Maharaja, to take his
carriage, whether it be ponies or coolis, from stage to stage,
changing it, getting fresh men or animals from the villages round,
for each day’s march.

Along the frequented roads there are special officers (called
Kotwal) for managing this business; where these are not, it
becomes the duty of the lambardar, or headman of the village
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(called muqaddam in Kashmir) to undertake the service. In
general there are few four-footed beasts to be had. Coolis are
the chief carriers; for these 50 lbs. to 60 lbs. is a fair load ; the
animals would carry from 160 lbs. to 200 1bs. The daily pay for
a cooli is four annas, that is sixpence ; for a pony or mule twice as
much. The coolis carry their loads in various ways. In the Outer
Hills they carry them on their heads, first making a soft bed with
their turbans; this certainly is not the best way for difficult
ground ; farther up, in the Middle Mountains, the people often
carry the weight on their shoulders, bending their head forward
and fixing the load on the shoulder and back of the neck. But
the most business-like way of all is that followed by the Kash-
miris, some of the Paharis, the Ladakhis, and the Baltis, of
loading the back by means of a light framework of sticks and
rope, which is suspended from the shoulders.

The amount that the Kashmiris, especially, carry in this fashion
is surprising ; not that they will do much more than the weakest
cooli when the labour is forced, and there is only a fixed daily
pittance for the work. But a great number of Kashmiri cultivators
occupy themselves in spring and autumn in taking goods from
the plains to Kashmir by contract, by weight, and on that bargain
will exert themselves manfully. Ionce arranged my loads for the
ordinary coolis, but afterwards met with some Kashmiris who were
ready to take them by weight ; these loaded themselves each with
three of the loads that had been made up; one man carried four
dozen of beer packed in cases; another load that was carried was
192 1bs.; and I have a well-authenticated case of a young man
carrying 240 lbs. And this was not for a short journey, but for
over a hundred miles of uneven road with many long rises and
several passes, one of them over 9000 feet. In doing such feats
as this the Kashmiris take their own time: the ten days’ march
they will take eighteen or nineteen days about; but they will do-
it all on a diet of unleavened bread or of rice.

Thus prepared with baggage and porters, we will now start from
Jummoo for the journey to Kashmir; the distance'is 184 miles,
which will be covered in fourteen days,a day’s march varying com-
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monly from 9 to 15 miles. We shall divide the distance into
sections according as the characters of the country change.

JUMM00 TO ARHNOR: ONE MARCH.

The length of this stage is 18 miles; it is a long march,
especially for a first day’s, and it might be conveniently divided
into two ; Nagbani at 7} miles would be the intermediate halting-
place. The road, however, is easy, being altogether in the plain.
For the first few miles from the city we pass through a narrow
lane cut in the acacia forest, the lane bounded by tall hedges of
Euphorbia. The forest abounds with wild pig; passing along at
dusk one is sure to see several in the path, and there are spotted
deer about, but they are shy and one does not often catch sight of
them. Emerging from the forest we find ourselves well clear of
the hills also, with the view unconfined by the lower ranges. We
see in one glance a great length of the mountains that lie between
us and Kashmir extending on the right ; the look of them varies
something with the time of year; I have made the journey
oftener than once, and in different months; we will suppose it to
be May, when the heat of the plains and of Jummoo has become
oppressive, and one looks forward with delight to enjoy the cool
air of the mountains,

In May, then, though the lower snow has melted, there
remains much on the Panjil hills. High up spread fields of
white snow, with both rocky peaks and snowy ones projecting

from them. In front of them are the dark forest-slopes of the
" Middle Mountains, which are well seen in the opening of the
Chinib and Ans valleys. The outermost low ridges clothed with
green make the foreground.

The road goes on, a well-frequented one traversed by both
carts and camels; we pass over a fairly cultivated plain, rather
dry in soil ; we go by some Government gardens and a few hamlets
and villages. As we near Akhnir we come on the line of an
important canal the Maharaja is having constructed to bring the
waters of the Chinib to the foot of the Jummoo hill. While we
were three or four miles away from the foot of the hills the soil

L
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was loamy and nearly free from stones, but now, coming up north-
wards and again nearing their edge, we get on pebbly ground, and
soon, from a gravelly bank, we look across the Chinéb River on to
the fort and town of Akhnir.

The river is at this time swollen with the melting snows.
Every day of bright sunshine on the higher mountains makes
itself felt, raises the level of the water and widens the spread of
it, and increases the force of the current. The passage across by
the ferry-boat comes to be a serious matter ; scores of people, who
have been waiting hours for the opportunity, rush in on her
coming to the bank, and with the cattle, ponies, and camels that
have been forced on board over the bulwarks, soon fill her to over-
crowding. When she puts off, weighed down and unmanageable as
she is, the force of the current carries her a good half mile away
in crossing the few hundred yards. Then, emptied of her freight,
the boat is laboriously tracked up again for another trip. Twosuch
journeys each way is as much as can be done in the day’s work.

The appearance of Akhniir from the left bank of the river is
striking. The chief object is the fort, of which a sketch is given.
It is a building of lofty walls enclosing a square of over 200
yards, with one entrance gate by the river and another on the
land side. The walls are crowned with battlements of the same
form as one sees in the Mughal forts throughout Hindostan. The
fort was built 90 or 100 years ago by Mian Teg Singh, who held
under Jummoo a jagir, here and at Sol, a place in the hills a few
miles off. It is now occupied by troops of the Central Government,
but the same family, descendants of Teg Singh, retain some of
the estates and have their house in the town below.

AKkhniir is but just below where the river struggles out of the
hills, and just above that part of the plains where the ground is
so little above its surface that the channel divides into many.
The town is built on a terrace above the river, which is over-
looked by a few houses of the better sort, while the part behind is
mean and dirty.

A little above the fort, on the slope of the river bank, are
found traces of a former city; one sees large well-made bricks on
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the surface, but there is no building or wall remaining; the
bricks are often dug up and carried away to be used again. Near
this spot is a place where the river was bridged by one of the
invaders of India—I think it was Ahmad Shah Durani—who
passed his army across the Chinab at this place.

The inhabitants of Akhniir are much mixed; a portion of
them are of the same various castes as about Jummoo; but there
are a large number besides of Muhammadans, who bear the
name of Kashmiri, and, doubtless, were originally of that nation.
Unlike, however, Kashmiri settlers in other parts, who usually
retain distinct their language, ways, and look, these have lost
their native tongue and speak only Panjabi, and, in appearance
and character, though very different from the Dogras, yet they
are not recognizably Kashmiri.

TIMBER-CATCHING AT AKHNOR.

Akhniir has two or three circumstances that should make it
flourish as a town. It is where three or four roads, some bearing
much traffic, converge ; it is just within reach of boats that navi-
gate the Chinab, this position being made use of chiefly for
building boats and sending them down for sale; thirdly, Akhniir
is where the timber from the mountains, that floats down the
river, is caught and stored.

This last business brings much employment and gain to
the people. We saw in the last chapter how, far back in the
mountains, the deodar trees were felled and cut up, and the logs
rolled down to the edge to await the rising of the river. It is at
this time of year, in May, that they begin to come down. No
further care has been taken of them; they are left, in the first
instance, to take their own chance of finding their way down that
long distance of from 150 to 200 miles.

From Rissi, 20 miles above Akhniir, to a place as far below
it, this 40 miles is the space along which the logs are caught and
brought to land. Nearly the whole population of the places
along the river bank, people of almost every caste, occupy them-
selves in the work, for it comes at a time when farm-work is
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slack, one harvest having been got in and seed-time for the next
not having come. The plan is to provide what is called a sarna,
a goat-skin carefully taken off and carefully closed wherever an
opening occurred ; the end of one fore leg only is left open for
inflating ; the skin is blown out tight, and the end fastened up
with a bit of string; to the hind legs are attached loops through
which the man puts his bare legs, and the stiff inflated goat-skin
comes up in front of his chest; then, jumping into the river, the
man balances himself on the sarni, lying almost flat along it; by
aid of his; hands and a peculiar motion of his feet he can swim
along at a fine rate, and fears not to trust himself to the waves
and the rapids of the swollen river. Standing at a spot whence
he knows the current will force him out to mid-channel, he waits
till a log of timber comes opposite him, and, dashing in, he soon
reaches it, and then, by the exertion both of force and skill,
guides it to a sheltered nook where it may be landed and hauled
up. The places convenient for this are known, and men are
kept ready at each to receive the logs as they are caught, while a
munshi is by to measure the timber, and give a note of its length
and girth to the swimmer, who swims away with it in his turban
to look out for another log. The notes representing the day’s
or the week’s work he will bring at his leisure to the office at
Akhniir, and receive payment in proportion to the cubic contents
of the timber he has brought in.

There are some thirty stations for this work within the space
mentioned, including several in the branch channels below
Akhniir. A log that passes the upper ones will pretty surely be
caught below; even at night, between the late summer evening
and the early dawn, the timber can hardly get through the whole
space before some early bird is down upon it to bring it in.

Some of the timber comes from as far away as the Chamba
territory, above Padar, where the Panjab Forest Department fell
it, baving taken a lease of the Chamba Raja’s forests. Some was
felled by the Maharaja’s Forest Department, of which for a few
years I had the management. Some other belongs to contractars,
to whom the right of felling has been sold, These different
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properties are recognized by the marks that are cut on the logs
in the forest; each owner, having his agent at Akhnir and other
landing-places, manages to collect his own; the swimmers (fara
is the word they are called by) bring in all indiscriminately, and
the payments made by any munshi will be adjusted afterwards.

In this way thousands of logs are caught every season;
20,000 logs belonging to the Maharaja’s Forest Department, have
been secured in one year; these would average 20 or 25 cubic feet
of timber, and would have a value of more than 20,0001

Many logs get fast in the middle course of the river, become
stranded, or fixed between rocks, or otherwise entangled, and are
left by the receding flood. For these, on the waters lessening in
the autumn, men are sent up along the river bank, to disengage
them and roll them to where they may again be started, or to a
place whence they will be carried down by the next summer’s flood.

The next stage in the timber-business is to concentrate the logs,
especially to bring down to Akhniir those that have been caught
at the upper stations. This is done on the force of the current
slightly moderating (as it will when a few cloudy days lessen the
snow-melting), by forming small rafts of from two to four logs each,
and guiding them down between the projecting cliffs of the narrow
channel, and over the successive rapids thatrock-ledges at
intervals have made. Itis a service of some danger. Two men
guide the raft with bamboo poles, ready, with their sarnas, to take
to the torrent if by chance the raft should be forced against the
rock. When this happens the logs will be separated, and if the
men have the good fortune to escape, they will again make to
them to bring them in separately, and claim the wages which for
this, too, are fixed as by measurement. Great nerve and pluck are
often shown in the management of these rafts, and, dangerous
though the work is, accidents are mot common. Collected at
Akhniir, the timber is either sold there or made up into the larger
rafts—of 50 or 60 logs —of which the lower course of the
river will allow the passage, and floated down some 50 miles, to
Wazirabad, on the Grand Trunk Road, whence it will be dis-
tributed over the Panjab.
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The felled timber used to be very nearly all deodar, that being
the wood that stands best against the destructive white ant;
latterly, I believe, they have been trying Pinus excelsa for sleepers
for the railway, and some number of that tree has been cut for
the purpose ; young trees ‘of Pinus longifolia have always been
sent down for the roofing of the small houses of the natives. But
beside what has been felled, a considerable, in some years a
wonderful, amount of waifs arrive by the river, of trees that have
fallen and been carried down by snow-slips, or in any way what-
ever have found their way to the river side. This is called ror;
it belongs by old custom to the government of the territory in
which it may first be caught and brought to bank. The Maharaja
gets the lion’s share of this on the Chinab, but a little may pass
through to the British territory. Felled timber that has through
carelessness remained unmarked goes the same way. A few trees
of pencil cedar from forests high up the mountains find their way
down; they are generally ten or twenty feet long and four or five
feet girth at bottom, quickly tapering. '

Besides the regular gradual rise of the river by the snow
melting, induced by a bright sun shining on the high mountains,
there are apt to come, in the rainy season, more sudden floods,
which may bring the waters up to a much higher level than they
reach by the other mode of rising. That first kind of rise is
called “charba”; the flood is called “har.” In the charka the
water is cold, coming fresh from the snows, and its colour is
milky from the glacier-mud. The %ar is brought on by rain’;
two or three days’ continuous rain over any large area of the
hills is enough to cause such a flood. According to the area it
originates in—to the character of the rocks occupying that area
—1is the colour of the water black, brown, or red. It comes
suddenly and as quickly subsides, lasting in general but a few
hours.

While the steady rise and continuance of the waters in
the charha is most favourable to timber-catching, the har may
destroy all the work that has been done. The river will some-
times rise to the timber-heaps in the store-places, and float off
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and carry away numbers of logs. During the force of the flood
. no swimmer can ride his sarna; none can venture on the water;
the river for a time asserts itself and is master, and no one can
interfere with his doings while he carries off the carefully-stored
timber, the accumulation of much human labour, and scatters
it here and there on the banks, and leaves it on the shoals of the
lower part of his course.

AKHNOR TO RiJiorl: FIvE MARCHES.

Now we must leave the gay scene of the swift river, dotted
over with the swimmers on their strange-looking steeds, riding
in pursuit of the logs—all which we can see beautifully from
the windows of the Baradari on the summit of the fort, and face
the burning sun for another march. Five hot marches await
us over ground of one general character, over the rough country
of the Outer Hills, what we have already in the account of their
physical characters in some measure described. We will there-
fore treat of these together, and not separate each day’s doings,
though a list of the marches will be useful; they are numbered
from Jummoo:

Miles. Miles.
.2, Akhnir to Chauki Chord .. 13} 5. Dharmsala to Syilsai .. .. 9
8, Chauki Chora to Thandapéni, 18 6. Syalsiii to Rajaori . 14
4. Thandapani to Dharmsala .. 93

The road leads straight away from the river north-westward
and for four miles is still in the plain, but it is a plain gradually
rising ; then we reach the outermost line of hills and enter them
by a valley, going up the boulder-covered stream-bed; the cliffs
and hills on each side rise higher, and make the valley narrower,
as we go on. The hills are covered with a forest or brushwood,
which harbours undisturbed many a peacock, whose scream
sounds strange in conjunction with the voice of the cuckoo, who
also at this time here makes himself heard. After a bit we rise to
the level of the broken plateau that occupies the space between
the outermost ridge and the ridge of Kailithar, and here is the
stage called Chauki Chora, a scattered village, with little portions
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of land cultivated among the steep and rocky area. Beyond, the
road rises up Kalithar, going partly over bare rock, which is here
much exposed. The form of the ground in this neighbourhood
was carefully described before, so we will not tarry, except to say
that the road goes through a little nick in the ridge of Kalithar,
and then winds or zigzags down the steep escarpment, from the
foot of which a few miles of road, which is comparatively level,
with the exception of the deep gulley of the stream, bring us to
Thandapani, another halting-place, at the beginning of the next
innermost set of hills. '

These we have to traverse in the following three marches—
two short ones and a long one. First we go along in front of a
ridge of sandstone in upright layers, with the beds vertical, these
sometimes making the scarp of the hill, sometimes projecting out
from the ground as it were a wall, and at other times we see
them fashioned by weathering into curious fantastic shapes. Then
entering we thread our way among a maze of low hills, parts of
successive ridges divided by narrow hollows ; the surface is nearly
all covered with brushwood and there is little tillage seen, here
and there only are scattered houses met with.

At this time of year the ground is dry, and all the way from
Akhniir the road has been hot and thirst-bringing; the sun’s
heat being reflected from the rocky ground tells on one with
double force. A good charitable custom of the Hindiis brings
relief to the traveller. On many a spot in the hottest part,
perbaps at the summit of one of the steep rises of the uneven
road, will be found a hut where cool water kept in clean porous
vessels is at the service of any who may ask for it. The man
in charge is probably a Brahman, so that people of every caste
can take water from his hands; he will maybe have been placed
there and paid by some well-to-do Hindii, whose piety prompts
him to this good work. It is the Brahman’s business to bring
the water from the nearest stream, which may be a long walk off,
and distribute it to wayfarers. When the rains come and water is
to be found in every pool and little stream, the establishment will
be no longer kept up.
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In the march from Syalsiii onwards we crossed the boundary
of Hindis and Muhammadans, leaving the former and entering
the country occupied by the latter. The Hindiis about Dharm-
sila and Syalsii were in great part Thakars; that caste has
evidently been of chief importance here, and has not been so
much overshadowed by Mians as it has farther east. The
Thakars’ houses, usually high up on the tops of the hills, are
solidly built of stone, and have something of the character of
forts ; they even bear the name ‘‘ kot,” an old word for fort.

At last we get clear of these hills, and come into the valley of
the Western or Minawar Tavi, which is at this time a stream
of moderate volume flowing over ridges of rock, often making deep
pools between them which are very favourable to the fisherman.

A strange way of slaughtering the fish is sometimes practised
here by the natives. An earthen vessel is filled with the milky
juice of the plant (Euphorbia), which bears the name of for, and,
attached to a long pole, is moved about in the pool; the juice
getting mixed with the water blinds the fish, and while they swim
here and there, not knowing which way to go, they can easily be
speared.

Continuing up the valley by the left bank of the river,
between low spurs of the hills, in a few miles we come opposite to
the town of Rajaori. This place has been spoken of in Chapter v.
The old royal garden there described, opposite the town, has
become the halting-place for travellers, chiefly for the English.
We have here come into the Bhimbar route to Sirinagar fre-
quented by them, and from this place onwards our own road
coincides with it.

The town of Rajiori shows a front to the river of large stone
buildings, some of them ruinous. There is a mosque of the time
of the Emperors, now used for a wood store: the rest-houses of the
same period have been mentioned before. Then, besides these
regal works, are buildings of different sorts raised by the former
Muhammadan Rajas of Réjaorl.®* It must be remembered that

* Probably these regions are the only part of India where Muhammadan rulers
have borne the title of Raja.
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the Delhi Emperors, though having their road to Kashmir through
this part, still left the country in the hands of the native Rajas,
who were bound to do all they could to facilitate the royal
journeys and the transmission of the loads of fruit from Kashmir
to the Delhi Court. The Bhimbar Raja held his country on the
same terms.

The Rajas of Rajaorl were Muhammadanised Rajpits. The
early ones were of the tribe of Rijpiits called Pal, that caste to
which belonged the Hindi Rajas of Balawar and other places on
the east of Jummoo. The Muhammadan Pal of Rajaori were
succeeded by Rajas (also Muhammadans) who belonged to the
Jaral tribe of Rajpiits; this was seven or eight generations back ;
these rulers also have passed away, but there are in the neigh-
bourhood both Hindis and Muhammadans of those two castes.

The Rajaori rule extended north and south 20 or 25 miles,
and about 30 miles from east to west; its northern boundary was
the Ratan Ridge; to the south the country of the Bhimbar Raja
bounded it. The revenue I am told was only 16,000 rupees ; but
for all that the money-income of the country was so small the
Rajas have left some marks of their rule; there is what was once
a large fine house, their residence, in the town of Rajaori; of part
of this the roof is fallen, but the river front is preserved and is
used for offices. Near it is the mosque they worshipped in;
this also is gone from its first use, and is now made use of as
an occasional resting-place for European travellers, when, from
the swelling of the river, they cannot get across to the baradari
in the garden on the left bank. Higher up is the Rajas’ burial-
place ; here one tomb was pointed out to me as Raja Aga Jan's.
Aga Jan was ruler when the Sikhs took the country; they
imprisoned him and put his younger brother on the throne,
who sat on it till he was obliged to hand it over to Maharaja -
Gulab Singh. When, as explained in Chapter 1,ll of these
territories that had not before been acquired by Gulab Singh were
transferred to him by the Treaty of 1846, there came an end to
the Rajaori rule ; the Raja ultimately submitted without resistance,
and was pensioned. He is now dead, but his son still receives
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something through the British Government, which he enjoys at
Wazirabad.

Rajaori has one conspicuous building raised by its last, the
present, rulers. A largé temple, elevated on a rock by the river,
shows to all that Hindi power has again spread thus far west.
As another sign of this, the Dogras have changed the name
of the place to Rampiur, thus designating it after one of their
gods; this new name has displaced the old in official dealings,
but not in the mouths of the commonalty.

RAJX0R! TO SIRINAGAR: EIGHT MARCHES.

We have hitherto in our journey been among the Outer, the
Lower, Hills; in these next marches we shall get over the higher
ranges of mountains, those that are the great barriers of Kashmir.,
The first two days’ march from Rajaorl will take us northward
over the Ratan Ridge by a pass that is called the Ratan Pir; the
next four will lead us eastward through the main Panjal Range
(of which the other was a branch) by.the pass called the Pir
Panjal, and will bring us down to the level and out into the wide
opening of the vale of Kashmir; the last two are wholly within
that valley. ,

The following is a list of the eight marches, still numbering
from Jummoo:

Miles. Miles.
7. Rajaori fo Thanna .. .. 14 11. Aliabad to Hirpir .. .. 14
8. Thenna to Baramgalla .. 10 12. Hirpir to SBhapeyan .. .. 6
9. Baramgalla to Poshiana .. 10 18. Shapeyan to Kahnpir .. 15
10. Poshiéna to Aliabad Sard .. 11 14. Kahnpir to Sirinagar .. 12

In the first march, from Rajaorl to Thanna, we keep for 14
miles in the same not wide valley, following up this western Tavi
stream, rising by a gradual incline. The ground of the valley
is all terraced and made into rice-fields, which at this time are
flooded with water led from the stream in preparation for the
sowing, which will be done a week or two later. The valley is
closely bounded by spurs of hills, which change their look as we
near the end of the march, for we then get among a higher class
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of hills, sach as we have all along called the “Middle Moun-
tains”; at Thanna we have reached to the foot of the slope of
the Ratan Ridge itself.

In the march from Thanna to Baramgalla we go over the
Ratan Pir.* It is a good steep pull to reach the summit, which
is 8200 feet above the sea; there is hardly any depression in
the ridge at that spot. On some of the slopes the mountain is
thickly covered with forest, a forest of much variety and beauty.
Box grows here largely; it is cut and sent to the towns, where
it is mostly used for making combs. On the higher parts of
the ridge one meets with numbers of the great black and grey
monkey, called langir.

From the Ratan Pir one looks north and north-eastward on
to the Panjal Range, and obtains grand views of its mountains.
The descent also gives beautiful prospects, both of near forest
views and of the more distant hills. The road is rough and
difficult ; one’s pony, that was useful for the ascent, had best be
allowed to go down the hill without a rider.

Baramgalla, which is the halting-place, is in the valley of the
stream that rises near the Pir Panjal, and with many others goes
to form the Pinch River. It is shut in closely by spurs of the hills.

The next march, from Baramgalla to Poshiana, is along the
bottom of the narrow valley, among the large rounded stones of

* In these hills the word Pir Las come to be used more or less generally for Pass.
The history of its acquirement of this meaning I conceive to be this. Pirin Persian
means first, old, or an old man, and thence a saint or fagi~. It is common for faqirs to
establish themselves on Passes for the sake of contemplating the works of God and of
receiving the alms of travellers; when any noted holy faqir died on a Pass, the place
became sacred to his memory, and was often called after him, his title of Pir being
prefixed ; at last it became so common for every important Pass to have a name
beginning with Pir that the word acquired the secondary meaning of Mountuin Pass,

Ratan Pir must be called so after one Ratan, which is a man’s name among the
Hindiis. As to Pir Panjal, the latter of the two words is applied to a great mountain
ridge, at all events to the one we are coming to, I am not sure whether it is a general
word for & range in any language. Pir Panjil now means simply the Pass of the
Great Range. There was, however, at one time a faqir who lived on it and bore the
title of Pir. Bernier, who crossed in Auranzeb's time, says there was a hermit on
the Pass who had resided there ever since Jehingir. Bernier wrote this in 1665.
Jehangir reigned from 1605 to 1628; by this the hermit would have dwelt there

thirty-seven years at least. I imagine it was from him that the Pass acquired the
first word of its present name.
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the stream-bed. The hill-sides are too steep for the road easily
to be made along them, so the traveller must keep close to the
river, which has to be crossed about thirty times, as it nears
alternately the right and left bounding cliffs. A series of little
wooden bridges are prepared, which are good enough for foot-
passengers and for an unladen horse, but ought not to be ridden
over.

At last we leave the bottom of the valley and rise by a steep
ascent on the north, of some hundreds of feet, to Poshiana. This
is a small village, the highest in the valley; it is inhabited by
Kashmiri.

The march from Poshiana to Aliabad leads us over the chief
Pass. The road first contours to the base of the valley; from
there the rise to the Pass may likely at this time of year—the
latter part of May, we will suppose—be made by keeping in the
ravine, on the snow-bed that now fills it. If this has melted, one
must rise on the left and keep the narrow path which goes along
the hill-side at some height above the bottom.

In rising to the level of the Pass, which is 11,400 feet above
the sea, we go through the stages of fir and birch wood, and
come to where the slopes are grassy, and the hills above are
of rock and fallen stone, with many snow-beds remaining yet
unmelted.

One time that I came here I found the Pass, and the ground
and the snow for two or three miles’ distance, strewn with dead
locusts, which about the middle of May had been destroyed by
the cold in an attempted invasion of Kashmir.

Between the Pass and Aliabad there intervene some miles of
a very gradual descent. From Aliabad to Hirpir, the next stage,
the road makes an irregular descent of more than 2500 feet, over
rough, and in wet weather slippery, ground. The hills rise up
boldly from the bed of the stream (which here, of course, flows
towards the valley of Kashmir) for some thousands of feet. Often
broken by rock and cliff, elsewhere covered by forests of pine,
spruce, and silver-fir, they rise above where these can grow and
show an unusually great extent of ground covered with birch-
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trees; above this are the grassy summits of the spurs as visible
from below; one must rise on to the spurs, and trace them back
away from the valley, to get to the region of stone and rock, which
would be reached at about 12,000 feet altitude.

The streamn, which flows a little north of east, receives other
mountain-streams from both sides, and becomes an unfordable
torrent. Descending and crossing it by a bridge, we come to
comparatively level ground, clear of the steep mountains. For
the next few miles our way is along a charming woodland path
where the ground is covered with wild flowers, among them
violet, strawberry, forget-me-not, and buttercup, and the fir-wood
is varied with many trees and shrubs in bloom.*

The hills on each side get lower, and as we near Hirpir we
find ourselves between what, as compared with the mountains,
are mere banks that frame, rather than confine, the view, and let
us see a portion of the long-looked-for country of Kashmir.

But a small part of the vale itself appears; we look across it
on to the complicated branched mass of mountains connected
with the great snowy range that bounds Ladakh. One knows not
how to call it—a wall of mountain—a serrated ridge—a rugged-
edged mountain-mass; none of these express what one sees if
after the first glance one looks, when the light may favour us,
carefully to find out the details of what comes to view. The
nearest spurs are 25 miles off; they can hardly be distinguished
from out the mass, though they project far in front of it. Behind
them, nearly 40 miles off, is a distincter mass of dark mountains
which are some 12,000 feet in height ; their projecting spur-slopes
and the ravines alternating with them can even at this distance be
made out. Above this dark mass we see a great extent of pure
white snow-covered ground, from out of which rise great snowy
peaks. One of these that stood prominent was 50 miles away, and
some points within our view were nearly 70.

This was the first great view of Kashmir. But when we

* It is a remarkable fact—one that has been noticed by Dr. Falooner and Dr.
Thompson—that on the Kashmir side one does not meet with the oak and rhodo-
dendron, although the elevation of the ground corresponds to that where, on the outer
side of the Panjal hills, these trees are abundant.
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reached Shapeyan, the next stage eight miles on, we came to
where we could look back, and on, and all round, and still see
mountains without a break encircling the vale. The range we had
passed through with days of labour seemed strangely near; it
bore great snow-beds with bold rocky peaks projecting as it were
through them; in front were dark forest-covered slopes. Opposite
was the same great line of mountains we had seen from Hirpiir.
The bounding hills of the far ends of the valley, seen only at
times of clear atmosphere, complete the ring-barrier of Kashmir.

Shapeyan, the first halting-place well within the vale, is a
wooden town ; through every lane of it water from the mountains
flows in narrow canals. From Shapeyan, Sirinagar lies north,
27 miles distant, a two days’ journey. The intermediate places
are Rami, at 12 miles, and Kahnpiir, at 16 ; either of which may
be chosen to halt at.

The toad is now nearly level, only some low flat-topped hills
are crossed. On’ each side fine prospects of the mountains extend ;
on the left, of the forest-clad hills overtopped by peaks of rock
and snow; on the right, the farther mountain-range that lies
beyond the plain; but in parts the road is among the village
groves where the eye, not reaching to the mountains, is content
with the nearer homely beauties of shady plane or walnut trees,
and wild rose-bushes luxuriant in their bloom. As we cross the
last of the low hills we look from that higher ground over the low
flat, and can see where Sirlnagar is situated ; the position of it is
marked by two isolated hills,” one of them surmounted by an
ancient temple, the other crowned with the buildings of a fort.
The last few miles of our ride are across the flat, between rows
of tall poplars. We reach the city at the bridge that is the
highest up of seven that span the river. As we cross it and see
the boats plying up and down, the houses crowded on to the river-
bank, of irregular form and varied construction, whose low-sloping
roofs with their wide eaves throw deep shadows, the spiry pinna-
cles of mosques, and the bulging domes of temples, at once we
know that in this high valley a busy city exists of unusual aspect
and rare picturesqueness.
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CHAPTER VIIIL

KASHMIR.

POSITION AND SIZE— THE PLAIN OF THE RIVER ALLUVIUM — THE PLATEAUS OR KARE-
WAS — CLIMATE OF THE VALLEY — THE OOUNTRY PEOPLE— THE PEOPLE OF THE
CITY — THE CITY OF BIRINAGAR — ENVIRONB OF SIRINAGAR — SUMMER RETREATS.

PosiTION AND SIzZE.

THE country of Kashmir has justly a reputation for something
distinctive, if not unique, in its character. Its position and form
together are such that there is no parallel to it in the whole of the
Himalayas. It is a plain embedded among the mountains, a wide
vale enclosed by mountain ranges, lying at such a height above
the sea as on the one hand to be of a climate entirely different
from that of India, being saved from the heat that parches its
plains, and on the other hand to be free from the severity of cold
that visits the more lofty plateaus or wide valleys that are found
more towards the centre of the mass of mountains.

Let us now look carefully at the position and extent of
this country, and by figures help ourselves to understand the
reasons of its special characters. Sirinagar, which is
but a very few miles from the central point of the Kashmir
Valley, is in lat. 84° 5' N. an1 long. 74° 48’ E. Both the valley
itself and the ring of mountains that surround it are irregular
ovals, The position with regard to the great mass of mountains
and to the plains of India is this:—the long diameter of the
oval, lying north-west and south-east, is parallel with the general
run of the chief ranges in this north-western portion of the Hima-
layas; the distance of the valley from the plain of the Panjab
varies from 50 to 75 miles; that is to say, there is a mass of
mountains of that width interposed between the two plains. The

M
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size of the country may be measured in two ways, one reckoning
from summit to summit of the mountains that bound it, the other
counting only the valley, that is the nearly flat part, that lies
enclosed by them. Taking, then, the ring of mountains, we find
that the length of the irregular oval which the line of their summits
forms is 116 miles, and that the width of it varies from 40 to 75
miles, the area within this rocky fence being about 3900 miles.
The part which is comparatively low and flat, that which may be
called the vale, is about 84 miles long, from north-west to south-
east, and in width it varies from 20 to 25 miles; it has an area of
1800 or 1900 square miles. In level, what has been
counted in with the valley varies from 6000 or 7000 feet above
the sea down to 5200 feet; the lowest portion is along the north-
eastern side; the average of the whole valley may be taken at
about 5000 feet above the level of the Panjab plain, near 6000 feet
above the sea. The mountain ridge, or rather the combination of
mountain ridges, that surrounds Kashmir varies much in height.
The loftiest points are on the north-east side, where some peaks
rise to close on 18,000 feet. Where the mountains curve round
the north-west end of the valley, 12,000 and 13,000 feet are the
average heights. On the south-west side, the great range called
the Panjal, whose summit-ridge is commonly 14,000 and 15,000 feet
high, for a length of some 80 miles separates Kashmir from the
Panjab. On the south-east, a continuation of that range, at a
somewhat less elevation, curving round unites with the range on
the north-east. It is near the southernmost part of the oval that
the lowest portion of the mountain occurs; for a few miles the
ridge is something under 10,000 feet.

By the ring thus almost completed the valley is enclosed. The
one gap left is the gorge by which the drainage of the valley and
of the inside slopes of the mountains escapes to the sea. Towards
the north-west end of the Kashmir Valley, the waters, having col-
lected into one great stream, flow out by a ravine, or an extremely
narrow valley, flowing in it for a long way before they reach the
open plains. First they flow west; then to the north-west; and
then, with a sudden turn, they come due south, till, after a course
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of 190 miles* from the Kashmir mouth of the gorge, they reach
the plains near Jhelam, having fallen in that distance 4000 feet of
vertical height.

Returning now to the Kashmir Vale and looking more closely
to the form of the ground, we shall find it to be divided naturally
into two parts—the plain of the alluvium of the river, and the
plateaus or platforms of older alluvial or lacustrine deposits; these
must be spoken of separately and in some detail.

THE PLAIN oF THE RIVER ALLUVIUM.

The streams which drain the south-eastern end of the barrier-
mountains, flowing from many directions, unite near where the
town of Islamabad stands, and form a river which, from that spot
onwards, through the length of the valley till the gorge before
mentioned is reached, is navigable. This river may be called the
Jhelam, after the name given to the same waters lower down ; the
natives of the country call it the Behat or Vebat; an older name,
still used by those of them who follow Sanskrit literature, is
Vedasta.

It is by the banks of this river that the flat plain lies, extend-
ing along the north-eastern side of the valley from Islamabad
north-westwards for more than 50 miles, with a width varying °
from two or three to fifteen miles. The levels are 5400 feet at
Kanebal by Islamabad, 5235 feet at Sirinagar, and 5180 feet at
the farthest point, by the shore of the Walar Lake ; these show a
fall of 165 feet in the first 30 miles, and 55 feet only in the next
214 miles; to the eye it is a complete level, but it does in truth
slope, in the general direction of the river-flow, to an extent cor-
responding to the fall of the river. The flat is just like the allu-
vial flats that make the meadow-lands by the side of our English
streams; its surface has been formed, as theirs has been, by depo-
sition of sediment on the water overflowing the banks at flood-
time ; here, however, it has not been kept in meadow, but has to a
great extent been brought under the plough.

* Seventy miles from Baramiila to Muzafardbad; 120 miles from Muzafarabad to
the Plains,
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The plain is narrowest 10 or 12 miles below Islimabad ; about
Sirinagar and beyond it is wide. In this last part great portions
of the flat are a marsh covered with water in spring and summer,
and left dry in winter. Other portions are more permanently
covered and make weedy lakes; at the north-west extremity of
the 50 miles of length there is a large expanse of water called the
Walar Lake, some 10 miles by 6 in extent.

The river is much used for navigation; it is the great highway
of Kashmir. The goods that come from India by the Jummoo road,
over the Banihal Pass, are brought by land carriage—by coolis,
ponies, or bullocks, as it may be—as far as Kanebal*; thence
boats take them to Sirinagar. The boats float down with the
stream at the rate of a mile and a half or two miles an hour.
The course of the river is winding; often it touches the rocky
spurs on its right bank, again turning off it may near the plateaus
that on the opposite side bound the flat. When one bas had many
days of rough marching, over roads where every footstep has to
be looked to, how enjoyable is the change to the smooth movement
of the boats as they glide slowly down the stream, just helped or
guided by the paddles of the beat people! Delightful then one
finds it to travel in this easy way and watch the varying view as, in
following the bending river, the boat now faces one mountain spur
backed by loftier hills, now turns to another of different beauty,
or else shows us the opposing line of snowy mountain-peaks.

The immediate banks of the river are level and unvaried;
their height above the water may be 15 feet when the river is low,
as in winter; but on the snow melting the river rises, and if at
that time come two or three days’ rain, the additional volume
of water is enough to bring it up to the edge and make it
overflow. Against this the bank is all along artificially raised a
few feet, but a heavy and continuous fall of rain will make the
water overtop that bank as well, and produce a flood over all the
flat, which may cause enormous damage to the crops over an area
of many square miles. This flooding extends down to Sirinagar;

* The affix da/, found as the termination of 8o many names of places in Kashmir,
has a force the same as that of stan in Persian, meaning * place.”
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the waters, however, do not enter its streets, for the whole space
occupied by the city is made-ground, being raised some feet above
the natural level by the artificial accumulations of centuries, as by
the building and destruction of houses of successive generations.
The environs, however, suffer from the flood ; the part where the
English visitors dwell is sometimes covered ; the bank constructed
to defend it may give way or be overtopped. I have known 6 feet
of water over the plain behind the visitors’ houses, and have gone
in my boat up the great poplar avenue with that depth of water
beneath me.

A few miles above Sirinagar, on the left bank, is a low marsh
called Shalin, fed by mountain streams. This connects with the
river by a channel which is kept closed by a door that opens
river-ways; the object of this door is to prevent the river flood
from spreading to the marsh and covering the low ground at its
edge ; it has happened that on the receding of the river a second
flood was caused-in it by the water of the marsh (which rose later)
flowing out by the door that opened into the river. Another
tract of water that is banked off is the Dal. This is the lake
at the back of the city on the east; it receives its supply from
springs and streams; a great bank separates the low land that
edges it from certain side channels of the river, but there is a
passage left for the sake of navigation, and a door that opens to
the river. The lake changes its level but little ; there is usually
a flow of its waters out through the passage; only when the river
is very low a temporary dam, that stops the passing of any boat
that cannot be dragged over it, is made to prevent the lake
being too much drained; when the river rises with a flood the
gate shuts of itself and secures the lake district from inunda-
tion. A lock is here much wanted as well as sluices, for the
regulation of the outfall and the maintenance at all times of
navigation.

A stream of good volume, named Didgangs, joins the river on
the left bank at the city of Sirinagar ; it is made up by the waters
of several smaller ones that drain the south-western mountains.
Farther down, both on the right and left bank, the mountain
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streams fall into marshy expanses that are not permanently covered
by the waters. These marshes are separated by an artificial
bank from the river, but certain channels—themselves banked for
some distance—allow of communication between. Small villages
are seen on little pieces of ground slightly above the level of
the marsh, whose inhabitants get their living as much from the
water as the land around. In winter a great part of the ground
becomes dry and affords some pasture. The whole space is a
breeding-ground for mosquitos, which at times are exceedingly
troublesome.

The river continues on, embanked, in a general north-westerly
direction. Various portions of ground, of the low marsh level,
have been recovered by an embanking. Deposition of silt also is
occurring, and tending to raise what is still subject to inundation,
and to carry the channel of the river farther and farther out
into the Walar Lake, with which these marshes communicate,
or into which they, so to say, melt.

The Walar Lake is by far the largest piece of water in
Kashmir. Its boundary in some directions is ill defined ; but the
dimensions before given, 10 miles by 6, fairly represent its
general length and breadth. The depth of the western and north-
western part, which is away from the marshes, is about 14 feet,
but where the streams debouch into it the depth is less and is
continually lessening; formation of land even is going on. For
about half the way round the lake mountains bound it. These
are spurs, of heights varying from a few hundred feet to 5000 feet
above the lake level; they are connected with ranges from
which a few peaks rise to the snow-line. Along the northern
shore of the lake, in front of the mountains, is an edging of sloping
ground covered with villages—the district called Kohiyama, of
which Bandipir is a well-known village, from its being, so to speak,
a port. This cultivated land is partly on the slope and partly on
the flat that has been recovered from the lake. The eastern and
southern boundaries of the Walar Lake, as before said, are
indefinite ; on the south-western side there is a flat whose edge
is more distinct.
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It is at the south-west corner that the water flows out from
the lake and the river recommences. A mile or two below is
the town of Sopiir, built on both sides of the river with a con-
necting bridge. The river goes on, winding through a flat
country like that above Sirinagar, and at about 18 miles from the
lake it reaches Baramiila, where the gorge begins and the
character of the stream immediately changes. Thence its course
is over rocks, in falls and rapids, and there is no possibility of
further navigation along it. This is the outfall for the whole
drainage of the valley; all the streams had joined the river
before the gorge was reached.

One little lake we had passed without notice. This is Manas
Bal, which lies a mile away from the right bank of the river,
under the shelter of an isolated hill a few hundred feet in height.
The lake is two or three miles long and a mile wide; the depth
of it is greater than that of the Walar; 47 feet has to my know-
ledge been measured, and in parts the depth may be more.
There is a channel connecting it with the main river.

Thus we see that the flat which extends along the north-east
side of the valley for a great part of its length is partly land and
partly water, but where the surface is watery the land is not far
beneath. We now tur