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INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR  xxxi

In order not to frighten the intelligent reader by
such commonplaces, and to make the little good that
there is distasteful by pouring water upon it, the Author
has preferred to give in small ingots of fine metal his
impressions and convictions, the result of many years’
reflection on War, of his intercourse with men of ability,
and of much personal experience. Thus the seemingly
weakly bound-together chapters of this book have
arisen, but it is hoped they will not be found wanting
in logical connection. Perhaps soon a greater head may
appear, and instead of these single grains, give the whole
in a casting of pure metal without dross.
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xxxviii MEMOIR OF GENERAL CLAUSEWITZ

of Clausewitz, the translator is sensible of many deficien-
cies, but he hopes at all events to succeed in making this
celebrated treatise better known in England, believing,
as he does, that so far as the work concerns the interests
of this country, it has lost none of the importance it
possessed at the time of its first publication.

J. J. GRAHAM (Col.)



BOOK I
ON THE NATURE OF WAR

- CHAPTER I
WHAT IS WAR?

I. INTRODUCTION.

WE propose to consider first the single elements of our
subject, then each branch or part, and, last of all, the
whole, in all its relations—therefore to advance from the
simple to the complex. But it is necessary for us to com-
mence with a glance at the nature of the whole, because
it is particularly necessary that in the consideration of
any of the parts their relation to the whole should be
kept constantly in view.

2. DEFINITION.

We shall not enter into any of the abstruse definitions
of War used by publicists. We shall keep to the element
of the thing itself, to a duel. War is nothing but a duel
on an extensive scale. If we would conceive as a unit
the countless number of duels which make up a War, we
shall do so best by supposing to ourselves two wrestlers.
Each strives by physical force to compel the other to
submit to his will : each endeavours to throw his adver-
sary, and thus render him incapable of further resistance.
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cHAP. viii.] CONCLUDING REMARKS, BOOK I 83

there some of its own, that they may get a lesson in
War.

However small the number of officers of this descrip-
tion may appear in proportion to the mass, still their
influence is very sensibly felt.* Their experience, the bent
of their genius, the stamp of their character, influence
their subordinates and comrades ; and besides that, if
they cannot be placed in positions of superior command,
they may always be regarded as men acquainted with
the country, who may be questioned on many special
occasions.

® The War of 1870 furnishes a marked illustration. Von Moltke and
von Goeben, not to mention many others, had both seen service in

this manner, the former in Turkey and Syria, the latter in Spain.—
EDITOR.











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































314 ON WAR [BOOK 1V.

As for the rest, most night combats are so conducted
as to end with daylight, so that only the approach and
the first attack are made under cover of darkness, because
the assailant in that manner can better profit by the
consequences of the state of confusion into which he
throws his adversary; and combats of this description
" which do not commence until daybreak, in which the night
. therefore is only made use of to approach, are not to be
. counted as night combats, " 7

END OF VOL. 1.
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